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Bahraini students ransack school 

MANAMA (AP) — A groop of students ransacked their school in 
downtown Manama on Monday, destroying the coffee shop and 
laboratories and smashing windows in an effort to ignite an 
anti-government riot. High school students said some 40 teenagets 
were involved in the morning rampage at the Ahmad A 1 Omran 
school in the Hoora district. Witnesses said policemen haded 
tear-gas canisters from outside the gates to disperse the protesters. 
Classes were suspended for the rest of the day. There were no 
reports of casualties Monday. In a similar riot at another school 
last week, policemen fired rubber bullets, fatally wounding a 
teenager (sec page 2). Two boors after Monday's unrest, reporters 
saw two police jeeps parked at the Ahmad A! Omran school, 
which has a 1,000-strong student body. A third vehicle was 
patrolling the street Hie school grounds were deserted. But some 
students were loitering outside. It was the fifth boys’ school to 
witness unrest since rioting erupted on the island in mid- 
Deoember. 
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Sharom vows to <^adrapl@ Israeli settlers 

TEL AVTV — A leader of the right-wing opposition, former 
Defence Minister Ariel Sharon, vowed Monday to quadruple the 
number of Israeli settlers in Palestinian territories if the Likud 
Party comes to power next year. “Our first task when we are in 
power will be to increase to half a million the number of Jews" 
liv ing in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Mr. Sharon told 
parliament. More than 120,000 Israelis live in 144 settlements in 
the Palestinian territories. Another 160,000 live in annexed East 
Jerusalem. Mr. Sharon said the best way to prevent anti-Israeli 
attacks in the occupied West Bank town of Hebron, a hotbed of 
Arab-Jewish friction, would be to “install 5,000 Jews instead of the 
450 who live there." He accused Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
left-wing government of “hating the settlers” and failing to protect 
them against Palestinian militant attacks. Two Israeli settlers were 
shot dead last week near Hebron in a militant ambush on a bus. 
Environment Minister Yossi Sand, of the left-wing Meretz Party, 
said: “The government will do everything necessary to create an 
irreversible fait accompli between now and November 1996,” 
when general elections take place in Israel. 
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r- Ben Mohammad, the cultural 
'j ^secretary of the King, on 

^ Monday attended a meeting 
: LT’ ‘-^of the Higher Education 
: Council chaired by the higher 
?: ^ education minister and coun- 

iV'il't j -jell president, Rateb Al 
. r^Saoud. The council heard a 

-r;} report by the higher educa- 
' L_ l J " tion development committee 
i‘l ^1 . which was set up upon direc- 
r - ;. : ^>*tives by His Royal Highness 
* ^ c ■'< :■.(•' Crown Prince Hassan in June 

vi- 20 . 1994 . 

i l r . • ;;> : 4'AOAD begins 
; v ; - ^?^Amman meeting 

_ AMMAN (Petra) — The ex- 

Prince Ph j e *®*™ 5 council of the Arab 
1 j Organisation for Agricultural 

!V. a ®al With Development (AOAD) 
Disney opened its meetings in Am- 

1 man Monday evening. Agri- 
; : ^ culture Minister Mansour 
5 .. , ‘/,-V “ -;Ben Tarif opened the three- 
, '* day meetings in which repre- 

sent a lives of Algeria. 
‘ 1 - v Bahrain , the United Arab 

I;— ’ ' - - Emirates, Sudan and Moroo- 
r ' 12 -. ;.jco are participating. In his 
: opening address, Mr. Ben 

Tarif said Jordan had always 
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been supporting joint Arab 
action in all fields. He said 
achieving food security in 
Arab countries can be 
achieved only through joint 
action and cooperation. 
Acting Prime Minister Abdul 
Raouf A! Rawabdeh on 
Monday met with Bahraini 
Minister of Trade and Com- 
merce Ahmad Ben Qassem, 
who is current chairman of 
the AOAD’s executive coun- 
cil. Discussion at the meeting 
t ; focused on cooperation be- 

.‘x- . 1" V.' ‘ ' tween -Jordan and the orga- 
. .J", ' 'nisation. 

4 ML- T Khaddam, Murphy 
. discuss peace 

. DAMASCUS (AFP) — Sy- 
. rian Vice-President Abdul 

; Halim Khaddam held talks 

on the Middle East peace 
M « i e *0 r process Monday with the for- 
mer u.S. deputy secretary of 
JOSt memc’- state, Richard Murphy, offi- 
rr.-w Jocp-*' dals said. Mr. Murphy, who 
fit o y \ us - r heads a delegation here from 
the American Council for 
Foreign Relations, also met 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
- Farouk Al Sharaa, they said. 

- . He is visiting Syria for several 

- * ‘ ■ days, according to the U.S. 

V embassy. 

:: Fed governor quits 

A "\‘ WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

‘ ' I. -. Federal Reserve Governor 
* John Laware has decided to 

' t " " resign and will not attend 

_ '-. /Tuesday’s meeting of the 
bank's policy-making open 
• r ; market committee, the U.S. 

- •- central bank said Monday. 

’ — Mr. Laware, 67, had decided 

_ . to retire, a Fed spokesman 

CriOCO ja , m said, resignation will not 
aOt 3 officially take effect until 

* April 30, but Mr. Laware will 

, . - • not attend Tuesday's open 

- ' ... -..-' market committee meeting, 

. ■ the Fed spokesman said. 


/. J- taore ( non-commftar 
- J; on embassy transfer 

\ '-'.I : 'JEDDAH (AP) — U.S. 

! Vice-President AJ Gore was 
. , ^ -lon-commital when an Isla- 

; nic leader said that America 

■- jbould not shift its embassy 
" ^ ; Tom Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, 

:be leader said Monday. 
- -"^ Jamid Al-Gabid, secretary 

■ . - general of the Organisation 

• . - ' " ' ; > ' : jf Islamic Conference (OIC), 
old a news conference he 
ailed four days after he met 
’;»lr. Gore in Riyadh: “I 
aised the subject of the 
<. 7 . . ' ransfer of the American 

rth|jlt>mbassy in Israel. He did not 
j* ?ve any explicit answer. In- 

teac *’ M 1, Gabid said, Mr. 
£^9‘ 15, -g{^ ,3ore “wanted the OIC to 
p e W® ontinue supporting the Mid- 
_ . He East peace process.” 
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srael starts work 
: ?. ? :^n grid connection 

; y /ilLAT (AFP) — Israel on 
l':- \ Monday staned work in .4ra- 

’. i. a near the Red Sea to link 

:> * V electricity grids between 

' flat and Aqaba, ofnek'-. 
The work which will 
‘ : .: '.yi .three months involves 
l ading a high-tension wire 
•' about eight kilometres 

at a cost of S300.000. 


King, Clinton hold 
talks at White House 


Combined agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein, and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton met at the 
White House on Monday for 
talks expected to centre on 
the developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
American economic and 
military assistance for Jor- 
dan. 

The meeting began at the 
Oval Office and no statement 
was available by press time. 

However, Jordanian offi- 
cials had said that King and 
President Clinton were ex- 
pected to discuss the develop- 
ments in the Jordanian- 
Israeli track of negotiations 
after the two countries signed 
a peace treaty in October and 
progress in other tracks of the 
Middle East peace process. 

King Hussein was expected 
to reaffirm Jordan's commit- 
ment to achieving a compre- 
hensive Arab-Israeli settle- 
ment in the region and the 
Kingdom's willingness to 
help advance negotiations be- 
tween Israel’s separate nego- 
tiations with the Palestinians, 
Syria and Lebanon. 


The King's talks with Presi- 
dent Clinton were attended 
by Vice-President Al Gore 
on the American side and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and several other ministers 
on the Jordanian side. 

Mr. Gore, during a visit to 
Jordan last week, reaffirmed 
the Clinton administration's 
resolve to write oft the King- 
dom's outstanding official 
debts to the U.S. in foil this 
year and said Jordan's econo- 
mic and military needs would 
be discussed in detail during 
the King's current visit. 

The head of the leading 
pro-Israel lobbying group 
said debt forgiveness for Jor- 
dan was in the U.S. national 
interest and would show 
other Arab countries that “a 
willingness to work towards 
regional stability provides 
significant benefit.” 

Jordan has taken 
“meaningful risks” in con- 
cluding a peace treaty with 
Israel, Steven Grossman, 
head of the American-Israel 
Public Affairs Committee. 


told the AP in an interview. 
“There is no question that 
virtually every leader in the 
Middle East is going to be 
attentive to the way in which 
the agreement plays out.” 

The King planned several 
trips to Capitol HQl during a 
four-day visit. He was sche- 
duled to hold a meeting with 
House Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich Monday night. 

Last Friday, the King vi- 
sited the Simon Wiesenthal 
Centre’s Museum of Toler- 
ance in Los Angeles, the first 
Arab ruler to tour the exhibi- 
tion. 

He made a speech there 
saying the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty would “begin a 
new era where the enemies of 
yesterday become the good 
neighbours and friends and 
cousins for all time to come.” 

Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean 
of the centre, said Monday in 
an interview that “there is a 
wall-to-wall consensus in 
Israel that the treaty most 
likely to succeed in a warm 
peace will be the one be- 
tween Israel and Jordan.” 

“This treaty should be used 


as a pattern “'•ich Israel 
seeks peace with its other 
Arab neighbours,” the rabbi 
said, addin c chat both coun- 
tries should be rewarded. 

Unlike Israel's agreement 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and negotia- 
tions with Syria, the treaty 
with Jordan is non- 
controversial in Israel and 
among Israel’s supporters in 
the United States. 

King Hussein accompanied 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
arrived in Washington, D.C., 
early Monday. 

Their Majesties were 
accompanied by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Ali, Ham- 
zeh and Hashem, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid, the 
King's military advisor 
Major-General Hmeidi Al 
Fayez and Jordanian Ambas- 
sador to the U.S. Fayez Al 
Tarawneh. 

They were received at 
Andrew Air Base in 
Washington by senior State 
Department and White 
House officials as well as 
Arab ambassadors to the 
U.S. 


800 killed 
in Algerian 
army raid 
— report 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — ; 
(AFP) — The Algerian army 
has lolled almost 800 mili- 
tants in an offensive in the 
‘Ain Defla region west of 
Algiers, the independent 
newspaper Le Soir said Mon- 
day, citing what it called reli- 
able sources. 

The government refused to 
confirm the report, which fol- 
lowed a report in the same 
paper on Sunday that up to 
600 members of the hardline 
Islamic Armed Group (GIA) 
were killed during the six-day 
offensive after they gathered 
in the region for a meeting of 
their movement. 

The French-language Le 
Soir said the army had seized 
hundreds of Kalashnikov 
assault rifles and semi- 
automatic as well as heavy 
automatic weapons coming 
from outside Algeria. 

Dozens of foreigners, in- 
cluding Eritreans, Tunisians, 
Moroccans, were among 
those killed. 

Le Soir said the Eritreans 
killed were believed to be 
members of the Eritrean Peo- 
ple's Islamic Front. 

The paper said several key 
figures within the GIA were 
among those killed, but that 
their identities had not been 
revealed. 

The privately-owned Le 
Matin daily said Monday the 
army had evacuated the area 
of civilians and then pounded 
it with an artillery barrage 
before sending in paratroop- 
ers. An officer told the paper 
several hundred “terrorists” 
had been killed. 

Le Soir said the GIA had 
been planning a “vast-scale 
operation aimed at sapping 
the morale” of the security 
forces and showing that the 
authorities were “incapable 
of organising presidential 
elections” when it was attack- 
ed. 

President Liamine 
Zeroual, who rules Algeria 
with the support of the 
military-backed government, 
has promised to bold pres- 
idential elections this year 
and hinted Sunday that if 
they passed oft successfully, 
he could also order local and 
national polls. 

Meanwhile, security offi- 
cials said in a statement that 
Islamic extremists had shot 
dead Mohammad Abdul 
Rahmani, the editor in chief 
of Algerian government daily 
Al Mujahid, m the capital 
Algiers on Monday. 

He was assassinated as he 
sat in his car in a traffic jam at 
Oned Kniss in the eastern 

(Continued on page 7) 


Shahal: Separation 
plan nearly ready 


TEL AVIV (Agendes) — 
Police Mi nute r Moshe Sfaab- 
al said Monday that he would 
soon ptit forward his plan to 
separate the Israelis and 
Pales tinians as a means to 
curb attacks. 

“This plan is almost ready 
and I hope to present it in a 
few days to Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin," be said. 

He said the plan had been 
drawn up to “ensure the 
security of residents of Israel 
following a wave of attacks 
by Palestinian militants.” 

A string of attacks by 
Palestinian hardliners 
opposed to the peace process 
with Israel has left dozens of 
Israelis dead since the launch 
of Palestinian self-rule in 
May. 

The aim of Mr. Shahal' s 
plan is to step up controls and 
stop Palestinians entering 
Israel from the occupied 
West Bank or self-rule Gaza 
Strip without a special per- 
mit. 

“The plan was drawn up in 
collaboration with the army, 
the police, the secret services 
and the prime minister's advi- 
sor on anti-terrorism, and it is 
not based on building bar- 


riers. 

Details of the plan which 
have already been made pub- 
lic include erecting fences 
and using sophisticated elec- 
tronic methods and helicop- 
ters as well as deploying bor- 
der guard patrols accompa- 
nied by police dogs. 

Israeli newspapers said the 
idea was to create “mini- 
security zones” along the 
“green-line” separating 
Israel and the territories it 
occupied in the 1967 war. 

But it has already come 
under fire from treasury offi- 
cials who say it will eat up 
around a third of the U.S. 
annual military aid to Israel 
of SI .8 billion. 

The leader of Israel’s trade 
union federation has called 
for all Jewish settlers to be 
evacuated from the self-rule 
Gaza Strip, union officials 
said. 

Haim Ramon, secretary 
general of Histadnit, told a 
seminar late Sunday: “If was 
in Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s place, I would order 
a total evacuation from the 
Gaza Strip, including 3,000 to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syria to expel hardliners, 
U.S. said to inform Israel 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The United States has in- 
formed Israel that Syria is 
preparing to expel 
Damascus-based Palestinian 
leaders hostile to the peace 
process, an Israeli foreign 
ministry spokesman said Sun- 
day. 

“Washington has the im- 
pression that die Syrian au- 
thorities have sent out signals 
to heads of organisations 
opposed to (Palestinian) 
autonomy that they should 
prepare to leave,” the official 
said. 

“But we remain cautious 
because this is only an Amer- 
ican impression, it is stiH 
vague,” he added. 

Israeli leaders said that if 
true, the reports would be an 
encouraging signal that Sy- 
ria was serious about peace 
with Israel. 

“This is still a report that 
needs confirmation. I would 
be delighted if they (the Sy- 
rians) would do this, but it is 
still too early to define what 
is happening between us and 
the Syrians is a break- 
through,” Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres told Israel 
Radio. 

Israeli officials said that 
U.S. officials have detected 
Syrian signals that the rejec- 
tionist groups may no longer 
be welcome to stav in Svria. 


But the officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
Israel itself had not noticed a 
change in position. 

“These organisations are 
(Syria's) negotiating cards. 
They themselves know that 
Syria wHl only use them until 
it doesn't need them any- 
more," one official said. 

Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam met 
recently with Palestinian 
opposition officials and a 
leader of the Lebanese Hiz- 
boll ah to warn them that 
“their days in the Syrian 
capital are numbered,” the 
daily Maariv wrote Monday. 

However, two Syrian- 
based groups — the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and Demo- 
cratic Front for Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) — denied 
the reports as “lies.” 

“The reports published in 
Maariv are baseless, they are 
just lies and intrigue," said 
Daud Talhami, a spokesman 
for the two groups. 

“Supporters of the Oslo 
(autonomy) accords want to 
spread such news to cover up 
the scale of the opposition. 

Mr. Talhami said the vice- 
president met with hardliners 
two weeks ago but simply 
reaffirmed Syria's opposition 
to separate Araro-Israeli 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S.: No 
negotiation 
with Iraq 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The White House said 
Monday there would be no 
direct negotiations with 
Baghdad for the release of 
two U.S. citizens who have 
been sentenced to eight years 
in prison for illegally entering 
Iraq. 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry said there 
had been no progress on U.S. 
efforts to free David 
Daliberti and William Bar- 
loon, U.S. defence contrac- 
tors who strayed across 
Kuwait's border with Iraq on 
March 13. 

“We continue to press for 
their release through a varie- 
ty of diplomatic measures,” 
he said. 

When asked whether 
Washington would engage in 
direct negotiations with 
Baghdad for the two mens' 
release, Mr. McCurry said 
no, and added that sanctions 
imposed against Iraq after 
the 1991 Gulf war would not 
be a possible baigaining chip. 

“These are unrelated mat- 
ters,” be said. 

The United States has re- 
jected Iraq’s charge that the 
two men were engaged in 
sabotage when they entered 
Iraqi territory, a move Mr. 
McCurry said was “an honest 
mistake.” 

The spokesman refused to 
say whether President Bill 
Clinton would consider milit- 
ary action to free the men, 
saying it would be “highly 
irresponsible to speculate on 
what the president might or 
might not do.” 

He noted, however, that 
the United States had suc- 
cessfully gained the release of 
prisoners in the past through 
diplomatic channels and said: 
“Let’s not think of the worst 
but of the best.” 

France has urged Iraqi au- 
thorities to free the two U.S. 
citizens, an official said Mon- 
day. 

Foreign ministry spokes- 
man Richard Doque said it 
had made the intervention 
via Baghdad’s interests sec- 
tion in Paris and a French 
interest section recently 
opened in the Iraqi capital. 

France’s relations with Iraq 
are less frosty than many 
other Western states: Paris is 
pressing for a softening of the 
international economic 
emabrgo imposed on Bagh- 
dad following the Gulf war in 
contrast to Washington’s 
hardline opposition. 

Mr. Dnque gave no details 
of the Iraqi response to the 
French intervention. 

Iraa's parliament speaker 
described the two Americans 
as “infiltrators’’ 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in Amman during the 


president’s visit to Jordan on Oct. 26, 
1994 (AFP photo) 


Ekeus says he failed to fill in 
gaps on Iraq biological data 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
U.N. disarmament chief Rolf 
Ekeus said Monday that he 
had failed during his four-day 
mission here to fill in the gaps 
in information about Iraq’s 
germ warfare programme. 

He told reporters that the 
issue, crucial for Iraq’s hopes 
for an easing erf U.N. sanc- 
tions in force since its inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 
1990. was still unresolved. 

“I don’t t hink we have 
concluded the issue of biolo- 
gical warfare as yet,” said 
Mr. Ekeus. “Iraq may be 
dean bnt we don’t know that. 
We haven’t been completely 
assured.” 

Although he acknow- 
ledged he had been given 
“some new information” dur- 
ing his talks with Iraqi offi- 
cials here, it still had to be 
evaluated. “This is a complex 
issue,” he added. 

But Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Sahaf, 
who took part in Sunday’s 
talks with Mr. Ekeus and 


Aziz, insisted that Bs 
had no biological weapons. 

“We have no biological 
weapons. Ekeus and the 
Americans know Iraq has no 
military programme in that 
field,” Mr. Sahaf told the 
Egyptian opposition daily Al 
Wafd. 

Mr. Ekeus is due to report 
to the U.N. Security Council 
on April 10 on his latest 
mission to Iraq, whose eco- 
nomy has been crippled by 
the oil embargo and trade 
sanctions. * s - 


He held final talks on Mon- 
day with General Amer 
Rashid, head of Iraq's Milit- 
ary Industrialisation Orga- 
nisation. 

He said he had held “tech- 
nical talks, and the biological 
area” had been the focus. 
“We have not concluded our 
work... There are still some 
question marks of consider- 
able importance.” 

His presentation to the 
Security Council would be 
factual. “It is up to the Secur- 
ity Council to make its judge- 
ments,” said Mr. Ekeus. 

Mr. Ekeus reported prog- 
ress on the question of che- 
mical weapons, saying that 
“Iraq provided us with a new 
declaration changing old dec- 
larations which had been 
shown to be incorrect — a 
new full, final and complete 
declaration of its chemical 
weapons capabilities. 

That declaration will be 
reviewed in New York, he 
noted. 

Asked if his report could 
lead to an easing or lifting of 
the sanctions, Mr. Ekeus 
said: “We’ll lay the facts on 
the table and it will be for the 
council members to interpret 
these facts... we hope there 
will be some positive action 
from the council.” 

Mr. Ekeus said there were 
no major problems in other 
weapons areas — nuclear, 
ballistic missiles and long- 
term monitoring. 

On monitoring, a key ele- 
ment in convincing the Secur- 
ity Council of Iraq’s com- 
pliance, he said: “The 
mechanisms of future moni- 


toring is in place, and we find 
the system of monitoring Iraq 
is operational. 

“That means all elements 
— monitors, individuals, 
cameras, sensors, aerial sur- 
veillance and so on, and the 
Iraqi cooperation, which is a 
very important component — 
are running in a satisfactory 
way.” 

Mr. Ekeus said he had not 
brought up the case of two 
Americans sentenced to 
eight-year prison terms by 
Iraq last week for illegally 
crossing the border from 
Kuwait 

Before returning to U.N. 
headquarters in New York, 
Mr. Ekeus was due to visit 
Kuwait to brief the emirate’s 
rulers on the weapons moni- 
toring in Iraq. 

An Iraqi newspaper said 
meanwhile the U.S. cam- 
paign to maintain the U.N. 
embargo on Iraq is running 
out of steam. 

“The United States- is on 
the verge of playing its last 
cards to exert pressure for 
keeping up the embargo,” 
said Al Thawra daily, mouth- 
piece of the ruling Baath 
Party. 

The United States backed 
by Britain had led the cam- 
paign against lifting the oil 
sanctions. 

But the paper said that 
Washington “seems to have 
embarked on the last round 
to save its chances. 

“Instead of prolonging this 
aggression, the last round will 
be marked by a breaking 
down of the remainder of this 
aggression.” 


Turkish campaign in Iraq continues; 
Bonn to hold back $107m grant 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish forces have killed 
172 Kurdish separatist guer- 
rillas and lost 17 soldiers dur- 
ing an incursion into northern 
Iraq which entered its second 
week on Monday, a senior 
military spokesman said. 

Ankara also faced losing a 
150 million mark ($107 mil- 
lion) military aid package fol- 
lowing a decision taken by 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in protest at the offen- 
sive. 

Turkish Chief of Staff 
spokesman Colonel Dogu 
Silahcioglu said the army 
conducted “control, combing 
and search operations” for 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
rebels across the moun- 
tainous border region. 

He also said 17 soldiers 
have been killed and 23 
wounded since Ankara laun- 
ched its drive* to stop up to 
2,800 PKK rebels from using 
Iraq as a base to conduct its 
violent campaign for an inde- 
pendent state in southeast 
Turkey. 

The 35,000-strong Turkish 
force has also captured 12 
PKK guerrillas and seized 
652 Kalashnikov automatic 
rifles, 16 mortars and 42 
rocket launchers, he added at 
a press briefing in the south- 
eastern city of Diyarbakir. 

Following international cri- 
ticism of its operation, the 
Turkish army on Monday res- 
tricted access for journalists 


crossing from Turkey into the 
security cordon which now 
covers 8,400 square 
kilometres. 

The Turkish Daily News 
said more troops and equip- 
ment were flown in to north- 
ern Iraq on Sunday to rein- 
force the Turkish soldiers 
backed by tanks and war- 
planes tailring part in Opera- 
tion Steel. 

Reports also said Turkish 
troops had pushed Kurdish 
rebels towards the Syrian and 
Iranian borders, where bat- 
tles raged Monday. 

Battles were reported in 
the Khakurk region, near 
Iran. 

PKK rebels apparently 
have remained in the Iraqi 
town of Zakho just south of 
the border. 

Residents said guerrillas 
ambushed and killed two 
Kurdish village guards as a 
captured PKK rebel was 
leading them to other rebels 
in hiding. The army has 
armed Kurdish villagers 
opposed to the PKK and 
willing to cooperate. 

Meanwhile, Germany, 
shocked at suggestions that 
the Turkish army might re- 
main in northern Iraq for up 
to a year, said it would bold 
up grants it had promised 
Ankara for the purchase of 
two frigates. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said Chancellor Kohl 
had agreed to make 150 mil- 


lion marks ($107 million), 
already budgeted for 1995 to 
subsidise the deal, available 
only if parliament specifically 
approved disbursing the 
funds. 

“I am shocked at com- 
ments attributed to Turkish 
President Suleyman Demirel 
that Turkish forces intend to 
remain in northern Iraq for a 
year after he personally told 
me last week they would pull 
out quickly,” Mr. Kinkel told 
reporters. 

“The Turks are doing more 
and more damage to them- 
selves,” Mr. Kinkel said, 
adding that Ankara's har- 
dheadedness would have an 
impact on relations with the 
European Union. 

There was no immediate 
clarification from the Turkish 
president's office of Mr. De- 
mirel’s reported comments, 
made to the Associated Press 
in an interview on Saturday. 

Turkish authorities have so 
far placed no time limit on 
the operation. In an inter- 
view published on Monday, 
Turkey’s mission commander 
said his troops must remain in 
Iraqindefinitely. 

“There are some critical 
points where we could stay 
and must stay,” Lieutenant- 
General Hasan Kundakci 
told Milliyet daily. 

The German government, 
a major supplier of milita ry 

(Con tinned on page 7) 
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Russia to press 
Egypt over NPT 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Rushan 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev will try to persuade 
Egypt to sign an uncondition- 
al extension of the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) during talks here this 
week despite Cairo's insist- 
ence that Israel must also join 
the pact. 

“As a major nuclear pow- 
er, Russia is very interested 
in seeing an unlimited exten- 
sion of the NPT," said Omar 
Al Faruq Hassan, the Egyp- 
tian Foreign Ministry official 
in charge of relations with the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS). 

“B ut w e feel that to fulfil 
the NTT's mission, no coun- 
try should be excluded from 
it, so that no non-nuclear 
country remains threatened 
by countries possessing this 
power.” 

Mr. Kozyrev will visit 
Cairo on Tuesday and 
Wednesday for talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Egypt and other Arab 
states have demanded an 
Israeli commitment to join 
the nuclear pact. 

Israel says it is threatened 
by nations such as Iraq, Iran 
and Libya and refuses to join 
the NPT before total peace is 
concluded with all the coun- 
tries in the region. 

Western experts say Israel 
has some 200 nuclear war- 
heads. 

“We will try to explain the 
Egyptian position to Russia,*’ 
Mr. Hassan told AFP. “We 
are not opposed to the treaty 
as such but to the scope of its 
application, which should 
guarantee its universality.” 

Russia and the United 
States, co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, 
support an unlimited and un- 
conditional extension of the 
treaty when it comes up for 
discussion in April at the 
United Nations. 

Mr. Hassan refused to say 
whether Mr. Kozyrev, who 
visits Israel after Egypt, 
would bring new compromise 
proposals to resolve the dis- 
pute. 


It will be die first state visit 
to Egypt by a Russian foreign 
minister since foe breakup of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. 

However, Mr. Kozyrev did 
attend the signing of the 
Israeli-Palestinian autonomy 
accords in Cairo in May 1994. 

Mr. Kozyrev and Mr. 
Mubarak will also discuss the 
Arab- Israeli peace process 
and trade relations between 
Egypt and Russia. 

A large delegation of Rus- 
sian businessmen will accom- 
pany Mr. Kozyrev on his 
visit, Mr. Hassan said. 

Trade between the two 
countries, which amounted to 
SI billion in 1991. has fallen 
to $171 million, of which $30 
million represented Egyptian 
exports to Russia, he said. 

Another senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Russian 
companies, which lacked 
foreign currency, “prefer to 
deal with Western countries 
rather than Egypt, which 
does not pay in cash.” 

“Egyptian exporters often 
fail in their commit ments in 
terms of quality and delivery 
date. Thu has made them 
lose a large part of the Rus- 
sian market to Asian pro- 
ducts which have more com- 
petitive prices,” he added. 

Mr. Kozyrev will also dis- 
cuss the case of two Egyp- 
tians fighting alongside 
Chechen rebels who were 
captured by the Russian 
army, the official said. 

Moscow has said the two 
were mercenaries, while 
Cairo insists they were Egyp- 
tian workers drafted into the 
Chechen ranks. 

The talks will also cover 
the sanctions against Iraq and 
Libya. 

Russia supports the lifting 
of the U.N. embargoes im- 
posed on Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait and on 
Libya for refusing to extra- 
dite two of its citizens sus- 
pected in die 1988 Lockerbie 
airliner bombing. 

Mr. Kozyrev will leave 
Cairo on Wednesday for 
Israel, Syria, Lebanon and 
the autonomous Palestinian 
territories. 


Jliitankhamoii tomb 
infected with fungus 


CAIRO (AFP) — Scientists 
are fighting to save King 
Thtankhamon's tomb from a 
spreading fungus infection 
which threatens its decora- 
tions, an official told AFP on 
Saturday. 

‘The entire tomb of King 
Tutankhamon is infected 
with over 100,000 spots 
varying between one and 
seven millimetres in size,” 
said Mukhtar Anunar, a pro- 
fessor of microbiology at Al 
Azhar University. 

Mr. Ammar. who di- 
agnosed the tomb’s malady as 
an asperigillus fungus in 
1987, said that a chemical 
sprayed on some of the spots 
in 1990 seems to bave stop- 
ped their growth. 

His team will now begin 
spraying the rest of boy- 
’ ring's tomb in Luxor. 720 
i:i!o metres south of Cairo. 

Archaeologists noticed 
black spots on the tomb's 
murals soon after Howard 
Carter opened it in 1922. But 
it was only in the late 1980s 
that they noticed the disease 
was spreading over the de- 
corations. 

“The fungus feeds on mois- 
ture in the air. After Howard 
opened the tomb, rain and 
moisture came in and with 
the large number of visitors it 
has been growing,” Mr. 
Ammar said. 

The bead of the Egyptian 
High Antiquities Council, 


Abdul-Halim Nureddin, told 
AFP that renovators were 
currently installing in Tnt’s 
tomb wooden walkways and 
glass barriers over the walls, 
as well as equipment to re- 
duce humidity. 

Last year visits to the 
tomb, one of tins most popu- 
lar on the west bank of Nile, 
were limited to 250 per day to 
reduce wear and tear to the 
monument, he added. 

Three other tombs in the 
Valley of the Kings are 
undergoing similar renova- 
tions in a project worth more 
than one million Egyptian 

R ounds ($340,000), Mr. 
ureddin said. 

A wider project to protect 
the pharaonic tombs in Luxor 
in coining months will be 
funded by a $15 million grant 
from the United States. 

The grant to the American 
Research Centre in Cairo 
“win be used to construct 
walls around the tombs in the 
Valley of the Kings and dig a 
drainage canal to take torren- 
tial rains away from the 
sites,” he said. 

Many of the tombs were 
partially flooded when heavy 
rains struck Luxor in Novem- 
ber. Tutenkhamon's tomb, 
however, was spared. 

The Valley of the Kings is 
the site of 50 royal tombs, 
among them Tutenkhamon's, 
known for their wealth of 
wall decorations. 



MELEE ON GROUND: Egypt’s Ibrahim Hassan (2) 
dashing with a Lebanese fan m Beirut during a friendly 
match on Sunday between the two countries, as Lebanes e 


soldiers try to caba things down. The match ended hi a 1-1 
draw (APT photo) 


Carter tries to achieve Somalis see 
reconciliation in Sudan initiatives as 


KHARTOUM (AP) — For- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter said Sunday he would 
push for reconciliation be- 
tween the Sudan’s govern- 
ment and rebels in the south. 

Mr. Carter also said be 
wants to discuss the issue of 
“terrorism” with Sudan's 
government, an obstacle in 
die way of better U.S.- 
Sndanese relations. 

The State Department has 
listed Sudan as among the 
countries s up porting ‘inter- 
national terrorism.” General 
Omar Al Bashir, who instal- 
led an Islami c regime in a 
1989 coup, is accused of 
allowing Is lami c milit ants to 
train in camps near the capit- 
al. Sudan has denied it is 
fostering “terrorism.” 

“We look forward to hav- 
ing a briefing on the issue of 
terrorism, hoping that any 
element of terrorism is eli- 
minated and relations are im- 
proved,” Mr. Carter said 
upon his arrival in Khartoum. 

While in Sudan, Mr. Car- 
ter was to participate in a 
conference beginning Mon- 
day on Guinea worm disease. 
Last year, it affected at least 
160,000 people in Africa and 
the Indian subcontinent. 

Mr. Carter also said he had 
“ideas” for a reconciliation 
between Gen. Bashir’s gov- 
ernment and rebels in south- 
ern Sudan. 

Mr. Carter’s nine-day Afri- 
can tour also indudes stops in 
Ghana, Nigeria and Kenya. 

Earlier Sunday, Mr. Carter 
said he is seeking a ceasefire 
in southern Sudan to enable a 
campaign against guinea 
worm disease. 

Mr. Carter was speaking to 
journalists in Kenya before 
leaving for Khartoum. 

The guinea worm parasite 
transmits river blindness dis- 
ease among humans. Mr. 
Carter said the disease can be 
prevented with a single tablet 
of medicine. 

He said guinea worm has 
been eradicated in most parts 
of the world, but nothing has 
been done in southern 
Sudan. 

“There are certainly now 
more cases of guinea worm in 
southern Sudan than in all 
the rest of the world com- 
bined,” Mr. Carter said. 

The Carter Centre in 
Atlanta is leading efforts to 
eradicate guinea worm. Mr. 
Carter said the oentre has 
made “tremendous progress" 
in many countries. 

He said John Garang and 
RiakMachax, who head rival 
rebel factions in southern 
Sudan, had pledged in sepa- 
rate meetings to observe an 
international-supervised 





Jimmy Carter 

ceasefire to permit work 
against die disease. 

Mr. Arter said he would 
proposed a ceasefire to the 
government in Khartoum. 

Sudan has in the past re- 
jected a ceasefire which is not 
part of an overall settlement, 
international and regional 
mediatois have failed to get 
the warring parties to agree 
on anything. 

Mr. Carter said the money 
and 'equipment needed to 
fight guinea worm' in south- 
ern SudaoLwere available, and 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions were ready to help. 

Meanwhile, the Sudanese 
government reported Sunday 
that its army had retaken a 
strategic southern town con- 
trolled by rebels for eight 
years. 

An army communique car- 
ried on state radio said the 
town of Nasir, 800 kilometres 
south of Khartoum, was re- 
taken Saturday. The town 
had served as the headquar- 
ters of Mr. Mach ax’s United 
faction. 

State radio broadcast songs 
of victoiy and Islamic slogans 
that echoed through louds- 
peakers in the streets of 
Khartoum on Sunday. There 
was no mention of casualties 
in the communique. 

The insu rg ents took up 
arms in 1983 to press for 
increased autonomy and de- 
velopment for the predomi- 
nantly animist and Christian 
south, traditionally domin- 
ated by the ethnic Arab and 
Muslim north. 

Although the rebels are 
now split into warring fac- 
tious, they agree on the need 
for a referendum on self- 
determination. Sudan, fear- 
ing the southerners would opt 
to secede, opposes a referen- 
dum. 

The cash-strapped Muslim 
fundamentatis government in 
the north spends more than 
$1 million a day on the war 
with the southern rebels. 


MARERE, Somalia (R) — 
Elders in southern Somalia 
say only a grassroots peace 
campaign will avert a new 
threat of dan fighting and 
give the stability needed to 
start development in the war- 
torn Horn of Africa country. 

“The problem with trying 
to reach a political settlement 
in Mogadishu (the capital) is 
that not every interested 
gronp is present. Some 
groups find it difficult to stick 
to agreements they are not 
directly party to,” MaaHm 
Omar Ah told Reuters at the 
weekend. 

“We should start from the 
bottom... from villages, sub- 
clans, regions to da ns and 
then to the country. Other- 
wise I see no immediate solu- 
tion to our problems,” he 


Mr. Ali is hitting explora- 
tory talks in the desolate Ma- 
rere settlement of Jubba Val- 
ley to “create access for 
everyone in this area to move 
freely, make possible co- 
existence among dans, in 
order to achieve lasting peace 
and stability.” , 

Marere, until a few- years 
ago a thriving sugar estate 
built with European and 
World Bank aid, is now a 
desolate ruin. Only 70 
kilometres from the Indian 
Ocean port of Kismayu, civi- 
lians from any faction can 
move freely here, but armed 
militias are barred. 

On the banks of the mango 
tree-lined Jnbba River, 
youths stand guard to ensure 
that no armed men cross the 
river. 

The residents of Marere 


grassroots 
key to peace 

are wary of travelling to Kis- 
tnayu, which is controlled by 
warlord Mohammad Said 
Herd, known as Morgan. 
Marere is controlled by Col- 
onel Ahmad Omar Jess, once 
an ally but now a rival of 
Morgan. 

“We are trying to solve 
that. Talks with Morgan’s 
people are high on the agen- 
da,” said Mah’ud Hire, 
another elder. 

The communities in Ma- 
rere, like those of neighbour- 
ing areas, are settling m after 
trekkiong back from refugee 
settlements in Kenya to re- 
claim the homesteads they 
abandoned in 1991. 

Anarchy that followed the 
1991 ouster of dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre com- 
pletely emptied the fertile 
Jnbba Valley — except for a 
few Somalis who had no dan 
allegiance, elders in the area 
said. 

The sugar factory is in 
rains and the smart modern 
houses formerly occupied by 
foreign experts are wrecked. 
The once colourful gardens in 
the residential area are a 
sandy waste. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
has flown in seeds for plant- 
ing in the rainy season that 
has just begun, so they can 
grow their own food and end 
the dependence on food 
handouts, ICRC’s Boris 
Michel seaid. 

Mr. Michel said he had 
received unprecedented 
cooperation in the Marere 
region, where Somalis readily 
repaired and cleaned the air- 
strip. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi official warns against sorcery 

RIYADH (AP)— The deputy interior minister, remarking 
on the recent behatiing of a man accused of witchcraft, said 
Sunday that sorcery was un-Islamic and unacceptable, "i 
do not think it is anything that should attract attention," 
said Deputy Interior Minister Prince Ahmad Bin Abdul 
Aziz, when asked about the execution while opening a 
ward for os teo therapy treatment. “Its existence denotes 


not acceptable,” be said, according to the official Saudi 
Press Agency. Interior Minis fry records showed that on 
March 10 a Saudi was beheaded in Riyadh for sorcery 
practices that led to “physical and mental ailments in mai 

S erous.” The records also claim be used the practice 
ave improper sexual relationships with several wo 
His Yemeni assistant and a Saudi woman who “turned 
home into a den for the witchcraft” were each sentenced 
seven years imprisonment, according to the records. ’ 
were also sentenced to an unspecified number of ’ 

Israeli given suspended sentence for shooting gbt 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli army officer received 
six-month suspended jail sentence Sunday for shooting 
Palestinian girl aged 14 two years ago in the Gaza 
judicial sources said. Ephraim Mushkato was found _ 
of “homicide by negligence" by a court in Lod near T( 
Aviv over the death of Aida Abed Rabbo. The girl whriij 
was on her doorstep in the village of Bani Suheila near 
Gaza City, was killed by bullets fired by Major Mushkato 
as be chased youths who had been throwing stones at the 
Israelis. The court found that Maj. Mushkato had failed to 
shout out a warning before shooting as required by army 
regulations but the judges opted for a light sentence 
because of his “impeccable” military record. 

Zhirinovsky praises people’s regime in Libya 

CAIRO (AP) — Russian ultranationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky condemned U.N. sanctions against Libya and said 
his country could learn from Muammar Qadhafi's rule. Mr. 
Zhirinovsky, who once prescribed dictatorship as a solution 
to Russia’s problems, praised Colonel Qadbafi's “authority 
of the people.” in which popular committees run the 
government. “The visit will also enhance and deepen bonds 
and relations between us in all economic, political and- 
cultural fields,” said Mr. Zhirinovsky on arriving Saturday 
night in Tripoli, Libya. His statement was carried Sunday 
by Libya's Jamahirya News Agency. Mr. Zhirinovsky met 
Sunday with Col. Qadhafi and urged the U.N. Security 
Council to lift 3-year-old sanctions against Libya. He 
declared his support for Col. Qadhafi in “encountering the 
unjust measures imposed on it by the Western countries 
through the so-called Security Council.'' 

Saudi-Yemeni committee to meet In April 

SANAA (R) — A joint committee of Saudi and Yemeni 
military officials will hold their second round of talks on 
settling a long-standing border dispute between the two 
countries in April, a Yemen government newspaper said on 


Monday. Al Thawra newspaper quoted Yemen’s par- 
liamentary Speaker Sheikh Abd ullah! Ben Hussein Al 
Ahmar as saying the joint military committee would hold 
its next round of talks in Sanaa on April 3. They held their 
first meeting in Riyadh last week. Sheikh Ahmar was the 
leader of the Yemeni side in negotiations with Saudi 
Arabia in February which concluded with the signing of a 
memorandum to end their 60-year-old border row. 

Velayati meets with Chinese host 

BEINING (AFP) — Iranian, Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati met- bis Chinese counterpart Qian Qichen here 
Monday, with both officials urging a further strengthening 
of friendly bilateral ties and economic exchanges. “The 
Oiinese government attaches great importance to develop- 
ing its relations with Iran and wishes to further such a 
relationship,” Xinhua quoted Qian as telling his guest, who 
arrived in China Monday for a three-day visit. Mr. Qian 
highlighted in particular China's satisfaction with expand- 
ing bilateral economic and trade relations, expressing the 
hope that an eighth meeting of a Smo-Iranian committee 
on such cooperation would lead to the further growth of 
such ties. 


Suspects held In killing of Bahrain policeman 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain said on Monday a 
number of people suspected 
of tilling a Bahraini potioe- 
man last week had been 
arrested. 

An Interior Ministry state- 
ment published by local 
newspapers said attempts 
were underway to ‘*imcover 
the motives for the crime.” It 
did not name those arrested 
or say how many were de- 
tained. 

The body of police officer 
Ibrahim Rashid Abdul Karim 
Al Saidi was found behind his 
car on Wednesday in 
Nnwaidrat village, 10 
kilometres south of the capit- 
al Manama, a previous gov- 
ernment statement said. 

Nuwaidrat was the seme of 
anti-government protests af- 
ter the arrest of a school 
teacher accused of inciting 
unrest. 


The English-language Golf 
Daily News on Monday 
quoted an Interior Ministry 
spokesman as saying the au- 
thorities “would not hesitate 
to take action against people 
attempting to undermine the 
security of Bahrain and its 
citizens.” 

Riots erupted in Bahrain 
on Dec. 5 after the detention 
of a Shiite Muslim cleric and 
sporadic unrest has continn- 
tied by protesters demanding 
the release of detainees and 
the restorations of parliament 
dissolved in 1975. 

At least seven civilians and 
two policemen have died and 
hundreds have been arrested 
in the protests. 

A schoolboy died Sunday 
after being snot by security 
forces who broke up a meet- 
ing at a college m Diraz, 
northwest oi Manama, 


opposition groups and resi- 
dents said. 

Abdul Hamid Abdallah 
Ashari, 17, was struck in the 
head by a bullet when secur- 
ity forces dispersed the 
school pupils Saturday, resi- 
dents of Diraz told AFP by 
telephone. He died in 
Bahrain international hospit- 
al. 

There was no official con- 
firmation of die report. 

Two Bahraini opposition 
groups in exile — the Bahrain 
Freedom Movement and the 
Islamic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Bahrain — said “vio- 
lent demonstrations” erupted 
in several areas with large 
Shiite Muslim populations af- 
ter an Education Ministry 
official, Abdul Wahab Hus- 
sein, was arrested on March 
17. 

Mr. Hussein, 42, from 



Nuwaidrat, southeast of 
Manama^ was amoog a group 
of activists who drafted a 
petition in 1992 calling for the 
return of parliament, which 
has remained suspended in 
the Gulf state since 1975, the 
sources said. 

He was in a committee 
which included the Shiite 
cleric Sheikh Ali Salman, 
whose arrest on Dec. 5 
sparked the most violent riots 
in Bahrain since its independ- 
ence in 1971. 

The Sheikh was expelled to 
the United Arab Emir ates in 
mid- January and -he later re- 
quested political asylum in 
Britain. 

The Hussein called on the 
prime minister. Sheikh Khali- 
fa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, to 
talk to the opposition to re- 
solve the political crisis on 
March 17. 
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WEATHER 


BuHcen 
meat of 


' by the Depatt- 
<bgy. 


Temperatures will continue to 
roe gradually becoming around 
average with winds southeasterly 
light to moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
wH be northerly active and seas 
calm. 

Min. /M m. temp. 

Amman 3/18 

Aqaba 10/25 

Deserts 1/19 

Ionian Valley 9/24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15, Aqaba 23, Humidity 
readings: Amman 47 per cent. 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Fakhri Tayeh 885880 

Dr. Yousef AIFaqih 756988 

Dr. Basshn Qaddumt 648633 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 694916 

firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77JB36 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ...*. 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


XRBOh 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hiln .... 279773 
Alquds pharmacy (— -) 


ZAjRQAs 

Dr. Tareq Hyjawi 985445 

Khahfch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 11 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department ....... 630321 

Hotd Complaints 605800 

Price Cbmpaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 697467 

Amman Munhapalrty 
Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(dircctmr assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ....623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

813615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
OuetmAHa 1ml. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN-. 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amu 

644281/6 

Akficta Maternity, J. Amo. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mafhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

AI-AUL Abdali 664164ft 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marta 89161 1/1S 

Queen Alb Hospital 686100 

Aural Hospital 674155 

ZARQAr 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 
Zarqs National Hospital 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHBun Mom Hospital (09)990990 
IRBID: 

PruKcmBsssa Hospital ...... (02)275555 

Greek CattoficHospfca] (02)272275 
Ibo Al Nifeec HocnUi . — ~(02u47100 
AQABA: 

ftwceaHayi Hospital,.. (09)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Ttds information is suppEcd by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) nuonnattoa 
department at the Queen Alia h * 
tcroatkml Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5, where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 
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Damascus (RJ) 
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Aden (PU 
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Bucharest (RO) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
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F98 —..... Aqaba (RJ) 
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H-80 Montreal , Toronto (RJ) 

Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 
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0:45 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

3®J9 Joddah t RJ 1 

...... Abu Dhabi, Dubai iRJ 

22:10 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Vienna (OS) 

!4riS i«mareus(AZ) 

Sharm Al Sheikh. Munich (YP) 

21:90 Adeu (Tm 

2“ Ann, KS8S3 

8® 155 Bucharest (RQ) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 

TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8.-00 evety Monday 
Are. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. PauMBcae 

7:30 a-m. every Sunday 
Art. Amman 

SK)0 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

t Upperriower price in fib per Kg- 

Apple 700/ 

Ka n ann CW 

Banana (Mukanunar) ® 

Cabbage 120/70 

Carrot 190/80 

Omfiflowcr BO/jJj 

Cucumbers (small') 280/300 


Green beans 200/ 1# 

Lemon 3*°^^ 

Marrow (targe) ... 100/® 

Matrow (small) ISO/® 

Onion (green) 24ff 1® 

Onion (Siy) !. 320/2® 

Orange 500MOO 

PtoT. 360 4W 

Potato 300 / 2 ® 

Spinach 20*1® 

^nng Beans -- 400/3® 

Tomato MW® 
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Hfe Royal Highnas Prince Abdullah Ben 
Al Hussein Monday receives an honorary 
masters degree in military sciences from 


the Commander of the Royal War College 
(Petra photo) 


sle'sre 
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Prince Abdullah receives honorary 
masters degree in military sciences 


let? *C 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, 
the Regent, Monday received 
an honorary masters degree 
in mihtaiy sciences from the 
Royal War College in appre- 
ciation of his efforts to de- 
velop the Jordan Armed 
Forces. 

The degree was presented 
to the Prince during a meet- 
ing Monday at the Royal 
Court with the Commander 
of the Royal War College and 
members of its steering 
panel. 

Prince Abdullah voiced his 
appreciation of the college's 
role in upgrading the efficien- 
cy of the Aimed Forces offic- 
ers. 

The commander of the col- 
lege delivered an address at 
the meeting in which he 
thanked Prince Abdullah for 
his continued support of the 
military’s training institutes. 


particularly the war college, 
and his keenness to introduce 
modern military technologies 
to these institutions. 

The meeting was attended 
by Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid, His Royal 
Highness Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad who is the cultu- 
ral secretary of His Majesty 
King Hussein and the King's 
advisor Mohammad Rasoul 
Al Kilani. 

Prince Abdullah, the eldest 
son of King Hussein, was 
born in Amman Jan. 30, 
1962. He started his educa- 
tion at the Islamic College in 
Amman, which he attended 
until 1966. He entered St. 
Edmond’s School in Surrey, 
England and later attended 
Deerfield Academy in the 
United States, where be com- 
pleted his high school educa- 
tion. 

In 1980, Prince Abdallah 
joined the Royal Academy of 


Sandhurst in England where 
he received his military 
education. 

The Prince joined Oxford 
University for a year, starting 
in October 1983, for special 
studies in international poli- 
tics and world affairs. 

From August 1987 to May 
1988, he attended the School 
of Foreign Service at George- 
town University in Washing- 
ton, D.C. * 

In January 1993, Prince 
Abdullah was promoted to 
full colonel and is currently 
commander of the Jordanian 
Special Forces. 

He has participated in 
several training courses in 
aitilley and various small 
arms. He has also served with 
the Jordanian Special Forces 
in airborne and anti-terrorist 
activities. 

Prince Abdullah is also a 
paratrooper. 
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U.S. motion picture group 
reviews Jordanian laws 


r fix 


.. . V" AMMAN (AP) — Jordan 
has assured the American 
Motion Picture Association 
’ " that the Kingdom wifl tighten 
' and enforce legislation to 
protect all copyrights and in- 
tellectual property rights, a 
r ~ Jordanian businessman said 
Monday. 

The pledge was conveyed 
to Jeff Hardey, vice- 

president of the association, 

. and Nathan Knight, a lawyer, 

» „ during talks here, said Murad 

ICt? ill&~ Bushnaq, the head of a local 
~ company that coordinated 
_ the two Americans’ visit. 

Messers Knight and Har- 
'■ dey met with Minister of Cul- 
: /• ture Samir Habashneh and 

*" ' r.’ senior officials from the 

• " ■ 7. ministries of Trade and In- 

:1 ‘ . formation as weQ as repre- 

■ sentatives of the private 
sector , Mr. Bushnaq told the 
' Associated Press. 

“They were assured that 
-Jordan is seriously working 
7 on further tightening its laws 


related to copyrights and in- 
tellectual property rights, and 
new legislation will be 
enacted before the end of the 
year,” Mr. Bushnaq said. 

He said the visitors were 
“highly impressed with the 
assurance,” and that the 
American Motion Picture 
Association intended to enter 
the Jordanian market ahead 
of the new legislation so as 
not to “leave a vacuum” 
when the laws are enforced. 

No official was immediate- 
ly available for comment. 

Messers. Knight and Har- 
dey left for Cairo early Mon- 
day. 

The U.S. administration 
has been pressing Jordan to 
tighten its laws on copyrights 
and intellectual property 
rights, saying strict legislation 
was a prerequisite to encour- 
age American firms to do 
business in Jordan. 

Pirate copies of computer 
software and videotaped 


American films are abundant 
in the Jordanian market, 
most of them originating in 
the Gulf states, which are 
notorious for piracy of copyr- 
ights and intellectual proper- 
ty rights. 

Businessmen estimate the 
piracy business in Jordan at 
about $30 million a year, only 
a tiny fraction of die multi- 
billion-doliar turnover in pi- 
rated products in the Gulf 
and the Far East. 

Jordan enacted an 
amended version of a 1952 
law on copyrights and intel- 
lectual property rights in 
1992. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali A bul Ragheb told 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
Ron Brown on Feb. 8 that 
the government was drafting 
new laws to make Jordanian 
legislation on copyrights and 
intellectual property rights at 
par with international con- 
ventions. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 
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’Royal Decree approves 
government job listing 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was 
. .. issued Monday approving the 1995 govern- 
ment departments’ personnel system which 
will take effect July 1. The number of jobs 
: listed in the system stands at 121,115, reflect- 
" Log an increase of 2,564 over 1994. Ministries 
and government departments have asked to 
fill 10,000 vacant posts. A total of 1,700 new 
•' jobs were created at the Ministiy of Educa- 
tion, 750 at the Ministry of Health. 120 at the 
„ ; : »*’ Ministry of Justice, 1,750 at the Civil Defence 
„ S ■ and Public Security Departments and the rest 
at other government departments. 

Armed forces chief visits PSD 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafez Marai 
Kaabneh Monday visited the Public Security 
..-.Department (PSD) and met with its director, 
— ■ *.• ’’'Lieutenant General Abdul Rahman Adwan. 
3en. Kaabneh, accompanied on the visit by 
he chief of staff of the land forces, the 


commander of the air force, the inspector 
general and senior army officers, was briefed 
on the PSD’s command and control projects. 

Parliamentarians stress peace 
on European visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian parliamen- 
tary team, on a current visit to Europe, 
expressed Jordan’s keenness on pursuing 
peace that will help solve economic and social 
problems. In a meeting with the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation, the head of the Jorda- 
nian team. Deputy Abdul Hadi Majali, said 
Jordan is keen on implementing the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty and bopes 
progress will be achieved on ail Arab- Israeli 
tracks. He said Jordan aspires to solve most of| 
its economic and social problems when peace 
prevails. Mr. Majali said Jordan hopes to 
enhance cooperation with Germany and the 
European Union, especially in terms of laun- 
ching joint projects in the different fields that 
would help alleviate unemployment and up- 
grade the living standards of people in the 
Kingdom. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


AMERICA WEEK (AQABA) 

!r Mingo Saldivar Y Sus Tremendos Cantro 
Espadas Conjunto/Country Group at the 
Aqaba Gulf Hotel, Aqaba at 6:00 p.m. 
(the week includes exhibits and paper- 
shows featuring the USA, video program- 
mes and electronic dialogue). 

tCOND AMMAN DRAMA FESTIVAL 

' Plays (in Arabic) entitled “Umm Al 
Khosh” and "The Eyes of Maria and 

: Stndbad” respectively at 7:00 p.m. and 
&30 p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


EXHIBITIONS 

& Ffhihhinn of o3 paintings by Hamond 
Chantout at the Balqa’ Art Gallery, 
Fuhek. 

ft. Exhibition of o3 paintings by Yousef Bad- 
dawi at Alia Art Gallery. 

ft. Exhibition of art by Ahmad Al Babfli and 
Mohammad Ali at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Ait, 

•{r. Exhibition of books dealing with Arab and 
Islamic subjects at Institute Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 


Jordan ready to help Yemen in education arena 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
Prime Minister and Educa- 
tion Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh on Monday ex- 
pressed Jordan’s readiness to 
help Yemen in educational 
fields by providing the Yeme- 
ni education ministry with 
Jordanian expertise in the 
fields of comprehensive 
education, teacher t raining 
and developing curricula and 
school textbooks. 

At a meeting with a Yeme- 
ni delegation headed by De- 
puty Education Minister 
Abdul Fattah' Jamal, Mr. 
Rawabdeh stressed Jordan's 
keenness to enhance rela- 
tions with Yemen. 

He said edncational 
achievements accomplished 
in Jordan were the mam 
reason for success achieved in 
political, soda 1 and economic 
fields. 

Mr. Rawabdeh underlined 
the importance of opening 
new scopes of cooperation 
between Jordan and Yemen 
and called for adding to the 


educational and cultural pro- 
tocol signed between the two 
countries new articles that 
would bolster educational 
ties and pave the way for 
enhancing the values of Arab 
unity. 

Mr. Jamal commended 
educational ties between the 
two countries and stressed his 
ministry's eagerness to be- 
nefit from Jordan’s experi- 
ence in developing the educa- 
tional process. 

He also lauded the per- 
formance of educational in- 
stitutions in the Kingdom. 

The Yemeni delegation 
was also received by the 
secretary general of the 
ministry of education who 
briefed its members on the 
national educational develop- 
ment plan and the main prob- 
lems facing it 

The delegation also visited 
the mins try’s training centre 
where its director, Mahmoud 
Massad, presented a briefing 
on the centre’s programmes 
and plans. 





Acting Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education Abdul Raonf Rawabdeh Moo- 
day reviews prospects of assisting Yemen 


with its edncational needs with visiting 
Yemeni Deputy Minister of Education 
Abdul Fattah Jamal (Petra photo) 


Senior EIB official 
to arrive for talks 


By a Jordan Times . 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The vice- 

? resident of the European 
nvestment Bank, the 
monetary arm of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), Arian 
Obolenski, will pay a two- 
day visit beginning 
Wednesday for a review of 
ElB-fmanced programmes 
and future projects in Jor- 
dan, officials and diplomats 
said Monday. 

They said Ms. Obolenski 
was scheduled to meet with 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and other senior 
officials at the ministry on 
Wednesday. 

Nabil Sweis of the Minis- 
try of. Planning said Ms. 
Obolenski was alsn sche- 
duled to visit “sites of pro- 
jects that are financed by 
EIB and in the process of 
being financed by the 
bank.” 

The EIB vice-president 
will also review projects 
resulting from the Middle . 
East-peace process as well 
as *jj3tdfttral future pro- 
ject^" *Mr. = Sweis told the 
Jordan Times. 

Ministry of Finance fi- 
gures show that Jordan has 
received JD 108 million iu 
EIB loans since the signing 
of the first protocol be- 
tween the Kingdom and the 
European Commission, the 
executive arm of the EU, in 
late 70s. 

The current protocol — 
covering 1993 to 1996 — 
calls for 126 million Euro- 
pean Currency Units 
(ECU) (about $150 mil- 
lion) in loans and grants to 
Jordan. The EIB handles 
the loan part — 80 million 
ECUs ($96 million) and the 
European Commission the 
rest in grants. 

Mr. Sweis as well as 
European diplomats said 
most of the funds envisaged 
in the protocol were 


already committed. 

The last such allocation 
came this week when an 
EIB delegation and the 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) signed agreements 
covering loans totalling 18 
million ECUs (JD 15 mil- 
lion or $21.6 million) to 
finance seven water pro- 
jects. 

Further aid to Jordan 
from the European Com- 
mission could come from 
its central budget, but pros- 
pects for such assistance 
were not immediately 
known. 

Comments from Euro- 
pean diplomats indicated 
that the commission might 
be inclined to consider aid, 
but they declined to discuss 
specifics. 

Expected to be discussed 
during Ms. Obolenski's 
talks are also projects that 
coul d be financed by the 
EIB in the water and en- 
vironment sectors. 

The EU has set aside 1.8 
billion ECUs ($2.16 bil- 
lion) for regional projects 
in me water and environ- 
ment sectors in the Middle 
East as part of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

According to European 
diplomats, any country in 
the region could seek loans 
from mis allocation for pro- 
jects whose feasibility has 
been established through 
studies. 

In the case of Jordan, the 
Kingdom is expected to 
seek financing for water 


projects called for in the 
peace treaty it signed with 
Israel in October 1994. 

The European Union is 
financing feasibility studies 
for the water projects with 
an 11 million ECU (about 
$14 million) grant. 

The EU has also indi- 
cated that it would be will- 
ing to finance the projects 
depending on the outcome 
of the feasibility studies. 


Princess Basma to chair follow-up 
meeting on Cairo population conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Wednesday will chair the 
national symposium, a 
follow-up meeting to the 
Cairo Conference on Popula- 
tion and Development. 

The symposium, organised 
by the Jordan Family Plan- 
ning and Protection Society, 
will focus mainly on the 
objectives and principles 
adopted at the Cairo confer- 
ence as well as discuss the 
new orientations of the Inter- 
national Union for Family 
Planning. 

It will also discuss the role 
of the national media in rais- 
ing public awareness of the 
recommendations adopted at 
the Cairo conference. 

On Sunday, Princess Bas- 
ma returned home from New 
York where she participated 
in the preparatory meetings 
for the World Conference on 
Women which will be held in 
Beijing in September. 

Princess Basma called for 
the need to find a mechanism 
to implement the internation- 
al draft plan of action pre- 
pared for the Beijing confer- 
ence. 

In another meeting held on 
the sidelines of the confer- 



ence, and chaired by Princess 
Basina, participants agreed 
to form an Arab committee 
to coordinate stands concern- 
ing die international plan of 
action. 

Upon her invitation, the 
participating group in the 
New York meetings will 
attend another meeting in 
Amman that will be held on 
May 18 to discuss the best 
ways. t£ pm this mechanism 
into 'action'. ” ' ' 

Hie Jordanian delegation 


presented a plan of action 
that included 37 amendments 
to the international plan of 
action based on the United 
Nations treaty on eliminating 
all kinds of discrimination 
against women, combatting 
illiteracy, combatting vio- 
lence against women, and 
promoting women in 
decision -making posts. 

The amendments were 
drawn in light of dominant 
traditions and values in every 
society. 


Dams clear 90% capacity 
with unusual recent rainfall 


AMMAN (Petra) — Recent 
rains have increased dam wa- 
ters in various parts of the 
Kingdom by 700,000 cubic 
metres, thus raising reserves 
to 90.646 million cnbic 
metres (mcm), sources at the 
Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) said Monday. 

The sources said the King 
Talal Dam currently holds 
68.4 mcm, about 91.1 per 
cent of its total capacity. 

They said the Wadi Arab 
Dam holds 15.4 mcm, or 89.8 
per cent of capacity, Sharha- 
bil dam has 3.7 mcm, equall- 
ing 78.8 per cent of capacity, 
Al Kafrein dam 2.4 mcm, or 


98. 1 of capacity and the Wadi 
Shu’eib dam holds about 1.4 
mcm, or 98.1 per cent of its 
capacity. 

The sources said these wa- 
ter reserves were relatively 
good and would contribute to 
an extent in meeting the agri- 
cultural needs In the Jordan 
Valley along with quantities 
which will be pumped from 
the Yarmouk River in 
accordance with the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty- 

Meanwhile, figures re- 
leased by the Meteorology 
Department Monday showed 
that Kufr Assad, near Irbid, 


received the highest amounts 
of rainful since Sunday morn- 
ing until Monday 8 a.m. with 
7.5 millimetres. • 

It was followed by the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport area which received 
5.7 mm. 

The department said 
temperatures will continue to 
rise as a result of a high air 
pressure covering the entire 
east Mediterranean region. 

It said the rise in tempera- 
tures will continue until 
Wednesday when tempera- 
tures were expected to be 
higher than the annual aver- 
age for this time of year. 


Housewives more likely to suffer stress 
than working women — private study 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Housewives 
are more likely than work- 
ing women to suffer from 
stress and stress-induced 
health problems, according 
to the preliminary research 
data of a study conducted 
by the Middle East Centre 
for Human Studies. 

“Given that almost 90 
per cent of ali Jordanian 
women of working age are 
housewives, the high level 
of physical complaints re- 
lated to stress among 
housewives is particularly 
worrying,” Dr. Josi Salem- 
Pickartz, director of the 
centre,- told the Jordan 
Times. About forty j>er 
cent of housewives in- 
cluded in this study said 
they suffered these physical 
complaints. 

According to the findings 
of British and American 
research in health psychol- 
ogy, the physical and 
psychological well-being of 
mothers is one of the most 
important factors influenc- 
ing a child's development 
and healthy growth. 

The study, "Coping With 
Stress Under Various Con- 
ditions: An Example of 
Jordanian Women,” fo- 
cused on three sections of 
the female population: 
Single working women. 


working mothers and 
housewivers with children 
under the age of five. 

Ninety per cent of the 
500 participants in the 
study ranged in age be- 
tween 20 and 40 years, and 
70 per cent had children 
under the age of six. 

Working women were 
approached through a 
questionnaire, while the 
housewives were inter- 
viewed. 

In genera], the study 
found that the higher the 
woman’s level of educa- 
tion, the more likely she 
was to be working outside 
the home, even if she had 
children. 

Among the housewives, 
28 per cent had obtained 
the Tawjihi-degree, 20 per 
cent had been to coller 
and 18 per cent had 
ated from university. 

Among working 
mothers, an equal percen- 
tage had obtained the Taw- 
jihi, but 39 per cent had 
been to college and 22 
graduated from university. 

For single working 
women, figures ranged 
from 31 per cent bolding 
the Tawjihi-degree, 41 per 
cent going to college to 13 
per cent graduating from 
university. 

The study, -which was 
conducted in the latter half 


of 1994, found that house- 
wives were more likely 
than their working counter- 
parts to have experienced 
chronic distress within the 
last two years, as well as 
acute distress over the last 
six months. 

They were also more 
likely to suffer from diffe- 
rent psychosomatic com- 
plaints that are frequently 
associated with long-term 
subjective stress, such as 
skin problems, breathing 

E roblems, low or high 
lood pressure, headaches 
or migraines, back pain, 
sleeping problems, eating 
problems as well as prob- 
lems with digestion. 

Chronic stress factors 
most frequently experi- 
enced by all three groups of 
women were ongoing 
financial problems, too 
many social obligations, 
and too many responsibili- 
ties at home. 

Continuous dissatisfac- 
tion with everyday life was 
another common cause of 
distress. Other factors 
ranged from ongoing marit- 
al discord, problems with 
family, in-laws and neigh- 
bours, unemployment, 
health problems of family 
members, including the 
woman herself, to water 
shortages and lack of 
space. 


All three groups of 
women identified health 

g roblems in the family and 
nandal problems as the 
most common stress factors 
over the last six months. 

• For honse wives, inci- 
dences of marital discord, 
trouble with in-laws and 
husband's unemployment 
more frequently caused 
stress than among working 
women. 

The most frequent health 
problems shared by all 
women in this study were 
headaches and migraines 
and problems related to 
blood pressure. 

Whereas an equal per- 
centage of working and 
non-working women com- 
plained of having to cope 
with moderate levels of 
stress, housewives com- 
plained more frequnetly of 
experiencing extreme 
levels of stress. 

The Middle East Centre 
for Human Studies, which 
was founded in October 
1994, conducted the study 
in cooperation with institu- 
tions that either employ 
women and others which 
have women as clients. As 
the study was privately 
commissioned, the centred 
was unable to release the 
names of the institutions in 
the study. 

According to Dr. Salem- 


Pickartz, the study does not 
yet represent a picture of 
women in Jordan as a 
whole, since the sample 
was limited. 

"The next step would be 
to make the study more 
representative, by includ- 
ing random samples of 
women from all w alks of 
life,” Dr. Salem-Pickartz 
said. 

She added that addition- 
al research should be done 
on the women’s general life 
situations, methods they 
have devised to cope with 
stress, and who they turn to 
with their medical prob- 
lems. 

The Middle East Centre 
for Human Studies, a pri- 
vate institution combining 
die expertise of profession- 
- als in the areas of psycholo- 
gy, sociology, social re- 
search, education, health, 
communication, manage- 
ment and administration, 
conducts multi-disciplinary 
research. ' 

Upon completion of the 
research stage, interven- 
tion strategies will be prop- 
osed by the centre to the 
institutions involved, min- 
ing to reduce levels of 
stress for working and non- 
working women and prop- 
osing ways for them to cope 
with it, said Dr. Salem- 
Pakartz. 
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Russian jets bomb refugee 
camps in southeast Chechenya 


SERZHJEN YURT, Russia 
(AFP) — Russian warplanes 
bombed refugee camps in 
Separatist-held southeast 
Chechenya Monday, killing 
several people, witnesses 
said. 

The planes attacked the 
camps on the outskirts of 
Setzhen Yurt, destroying a 
number of small houses 
crammed by refugees, includ- 
ing many children, an AFP 
correspondent reported. 

Witnesses said more than 
two people had been killed 
and others badly wounded, 
but exact figures were not 
immediately available. 

About IS former holiday 
camps transformed into re- 
fugee centres are strung out 
along the Khulkhulau River 
that runs through Serzhen 
Yurt, just outside the 
Chechen-held town of Shali. 

Residents estimated 1,000 
refugees from the three^and- 
a-hajf month old war lived in 
the camps. 

More than four planes 
fired rockets and dropped 
bombs at several of the 
camps, witnesses said. 

At one -camp,, a row of 
small houses was badly dam- 
aged and one house was 
blown apart. 

In one of the small houses, 
home to several elderly peo- 


ple and five children, an un- 
expkxied bomb appeared to 
have ripped through the roof 
and floor and embedded it- 
self below the house. 

“Look how many children 
there are here,” said Djab- 
railo Elbi, a 65-year-old re- 
fugee from Shali, pointing to 
the youngsters, who were ab- 
out six years and wore cast- 
off, oversized overcoats. 

“Yeltsin is the Moscow 
bandit. Yeltsin and Cher- 
nomyrdin, they are the ban- 
dits,” Elbi shouted, referring 
to the Russian president and 
prime minister. 

“There are only refugees 
here, there are absolutely no 
(separatist) fighters at all,” 
said Malika Yussopo, a 25- 
year-old refugee from Argun. 

She said there had been no 
ground fire aimed at the 
planes, one of which bused 
the village earlier in the day, 
to provoke the attack. 

“Even if we had wanted to 
shoot at the planes, we 
couldn’t have. There wasn’t 
even time to know where - 
they were coming from,*’ 
Yussopo said. 

Two people were badly in- 
jured in her camp. They did 
not make it to the basement 
in time and were hit by shrap- 
nel, she said. 

The refugee camp was 


once used by the Soviet youth 
corps, the Pioneers, and by 
tourists for summer holidays. 
A life-sized Soviet-era statue 
of a boy and girl sitting on a 
bench looking at the river 
emerged unscathed I in the 


Tens of thousands of Rus- 
sian troops, backed by tanks, 
artillery, planes and helicop- 
ters, entered Chechenya on 
Dec. 11 to crush the separat- 
ist administration declared 
three years earlier by Presi- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Russia is unlikely to estab- 
lish full control over 
Chechenya anytime soon, the 
head of an international team 
of monitors that visited the 
breakaway republic said 
Monday. 

Hun ga rian diplomat Istvan 
Gyarmati, leader of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Coo pe ration in Europe 
(OSCE) team that visited 
Chechenya last week, added 
that even if control" were rees- 
tablished, the political rift be- 
tween Moscow and the seces- 
sionists in Chechenya would 
still exist. 

He said be was against 
sending an international 
peacekeeping force to quell 
the fighting! 

“Everything must be re- 
solved through political nego- 


tiations,” he said. 

Mr. Gvarmati, whose 
country took over the pres- 
idency of the OSCE in De- 
cember, said the OSCE 
hopes to open a permanent 
office in Grozny next month 
to monitor die h uman rights 
situation. 

He said Moscow has 
agreed in principle to the idea 
and discussions to that effect 
were to continue with author- 
ities here Monday. 

Mr. Gyarmati at the 
weekend accused Russian 
troops of widespread human 
rights violations in Chechenya 
including rape and arbitrary 
arrests. J 

He said that although both 
rides in the Chechen war 
were responsible for human 
rights violations, the Russian 
violations were on a larger 
scale as a result of their con- 
tinued raids on Chechen posi- 
tions. 

“That could be explained 
by the fact that it’s a war situa- 
tion, but that can’t be used as 
an excuse by Russian author- 
ities who must control the 
army,” be said. 

Several other international 
bodies, including the Euro- 
pean Union and the Interna- 
tional Red Cross, have re- 
cently accused Russian forces 
of violating human rights in 
Chechenya. 




U.S. first lady Hfilary Cfinton (left) smites with 
Pakistani Prime Minister Bhntto at a luncheon 
in her honour at the prime minister’s house, in' 


Islamabad Ms. Bhutto described Mrs. Clinton 
as a “symbol for women throughout the 
world” (AFP photo) 


Mrs. Clinton urges bigger role for women 


Former head of Gucci dynasty shot dead in Milan 


MILAN (R) — Maurizio 
Gucci, former chairman of 
the Gucci luxury leather 
goods and fashion dynasty, 
was shot dead outside ms 
office in Milan Monday, 
police said. 

They said a man in his 30s 
fired on the 45-year-old mil- 
lionaire with a pistol fitted 
with a silencer at about 9 
a.m. (0800 GMT), hitting 
him three times in the face. 

A guard at the building, on 
Via Palestro in central Milan, 
was hit in the shoulder but 
was not seriously injured. 
The killer drove away in a 
car, a police spokesman said. 


Police said the attack conk) 
be the work of a professional 
hit man but the motive was 
not immediately dear. 

Maurizio Gucci was the 
last grandson of the firm's 
founder, Gucci o Gucd, to be 
involved with the company 
whose products became a 
byword for casual elegance 
and also brash consumption. 

He sold his 50 per cent 
stake in the business to the 
London-based Arab invest- 
ment bank Investoorp for a 
sum reported to be between 
$150 million and $200 million 
in 1993 after an acrimonious 
boardroom battle, and gave 


up the chairmanship. 

Maurtao's cousins Rober- 
to, Paolo and Giorgio sold 
their half to Investcoip in 
1987 after an internal feud 
that earned the Florentine 
family comparisons with the 
mediaeval Media dynasty 
from die same tity. 


Maurizio Gucd, whose 
official residence was the 
Swiss mountain resort of St. 
Moritz, had recently set up 
his own company, vieise, at 
the office where he was kil- 
led. 

His companion, Paola, 
rushed to the scene in tears 


LAHORE, Pakistan (R) 

U.S. first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, on the 
second day of an extensive 
goodwill mission, urged 
gender-conscious South Asia 
Monday to give women a 
greater roie. 

Speaking at the Lahore 
University of Management 
Sciences, a famed business 
school in Pakistan, the wife 
of U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said: “If women don't thrive, 
the world won't thrive.” 

The first lady’s message 
stated the theme of her 
32,000-kilometre trip to five 
of the world’s poorest coun- 
tries: improving the lives of 
women and children by giv- 
ing them more education, 
health care and opportunity 
is a global social necessity. 

She is visiting Pakistan. In- 
dia, Nepal, Bangladesh and 


Sri Lanka in 12 days. 

“Investing in the health 
and education of women and 
girls is essential to achieving 
global prosperity. We have 
seen in parts of Aria and 
South America that the 
education of girls can help lift 
whole populations out of 
poverty." she said. 

“Investing in human capit- 
al, building the human infras- 
tructure and enhancing hu- 
man productivity ought to be 
our common concern,” she 
said. 

Mrs. Clinton, accompanied 
on her trip by her 15-year-old 
daughter, Chelsea, delrverd 
the speech after touring a 
clinic and school for girls and 
visiting a family in a village 20 
kilometres from Lahore. 

She showed a sense of 
humour about the con- 
troversy surrounding her 


effort to expand the tradi- 
tional role of U.S. first ladies 
when a student asked her if 
she had a nickname. 

“My nickname? Well, it 
depends on who you talk to,” 
she said. “Some people, I 
would imagine, have quite 
rude nicknames for me.” 

Before leaving Islamabad 
earlier Monday, Mrs. Clinton 
conducted a seminar with 
more than a dozen young 
women at a college for girls 
on the problems of women in 
the modem world. 

For nearly an hour, sbe ■ 
and the students talked about 
how to mix careers and mar- 
riage, the importance of 
education and the raisins of 
children. 

Later Monday, Mrs. Clin- 
ton arrived in Lahore Mon- 
day from Islamabad on the 
second day of her visit to 
Pakistan. 


shocked by ^Monday’s killing the radiofwtacsses said. “ Chernobyl boss denounces disaster report 

but would not be issuing an The Gncd empire, whose * 


but would not be issuing an 
official statement. 

“The death of Maurizio is a 
blow but I would like to stress 
that relations between Mauri- 
zio and tiie Gucci company 
ended in 1993,” a company 
spokeswoman in Milan said. 


The Gaea empire, whose 
red and green motif and link- 
ed GG pit logo appeared on 
thousands of franchised pro- 
ducts, grew into a jet-setters’ 
favourite from its humble ori- 
gins in 1906 at a saddlery 
shop in Florence. 


Kaelm returns to witness stand in Simpson trial 


LOS ANGELES’ (AP) — 
The O.J. Simpson whom the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson saw over 
the weekend was nothing like 
his TV image: The well- 
dressed, under-control Simp- 
son who passes notes to his 
attorneys, grimaces at ques- 
tions he doesn't like and 
smiles at Kato's jokes. 

Instead, Rev. Jackson de- 
scribed a sorrowful inmate, 
yearning for just one more 
conversation with Nicole 
Brown Simpson. 

“It’s just a sense of sor- 


row," Rev. Jackson said after 
emerging from the jail Sun- 
day. “There’s no sense of 
arrogance. There’s a sense of 
contrition, a sense of sor- 
row." 

Rev. Jackson said Simpson 
was brought to the point of 
tears during their meeting, 
which lasted slightly more 
than an hour. 

“He said he thought about 
the last time that he talked to 
his ex-wife and how he’s al- 
ways longing for one more 
conversation,” Rev. Jackson 


said. • 

Simpson is on trial in the 
June 12 knife slayings of 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
her friend Ronald Goldman. 

Asked if he believes Simp- 
son is guilty. Rev. Jackson 
fedined to comment. 

Rev. Jackson said Simpson 
had asked his lawyers to 1 
arrange the meeting, and that * 
he also wanted to talk to the 
families of the victims while 
he was in Los Angeles. 

“Everybody's a victim — 


nis- children, Roti Goldman 
and Nicole. O.J. is a suffering 
victim,” Rev. Jackson said. 
“They are all losers. There 
are no winners.” 

Brian “Kato” Kaelm, the 
one-time Simpson house 
guest, was expetted back on 
the stand Monday, followed 
bv Mr. Kaelin's friend Rachel 
Foraa, who has corrobor 
rated hie account of hearing 
three thumps on his guest 
room wall at the Simpson 
estate while talking to her on 
the phone. 


Excitement mounts over 67th annual Oscar awards 


KIEV (R) — The director of 
the Chernobyl nuclear power 
station has denounced a Brit- 
ish newspaper report suggest- 
ing a new disaster at the plant 
could occur at any time. 

Sergie Parashin, in a state- 
ment read on Ukrainian tele- 
vision on Sunday evening, 
accused the West of putting 
pressure n 'Ukraine to shut 
down the plant, rite of the 
world’s worst nuclear disas- 
ter. 

“The main spectacle of the 
auti-nudear movement fo- 
cuses on nuclear energy, a 
so-called information leak 
originating from a ‘secret’ 
European Union report,” the 
statement said. 

“The events of 1936 cannot 
recur. No technical grounds 
were stated because more 
than $300 million has been 
invested in safety at Cher- 
nobyl. This is a gimmick to 
put pressure on Ukraine.” ' 

The Observer, quoting a 
report it said was suppressed 
by European Union officials. 


said pillars supporting Cher- 
nobyl’s stricken fourth reac- 
tor were “in imminent danger 
of bursting.” 

It said such a collapse 
could send debris crashing 
through a containment shell 
hurriedly erected around the 
reactor in 1986 or into the 
adjacent third reactor, still in 
operation. 

The fire and explosion in 
the fourth reactor on April 
26, 1986 sent radiation over 
most of Europe and Ukrai- 
nian officials say 8,000 people 
have since died as a result. 
More than 10 per cent of the 
national budget is still de- 
voted to the cleanup. 

Ukraine’s five nuclear 
power stations provide more 
than a third of the country's 
electricity. The industry has 
increased salaries to prevent 
a mass departure of special- 
ists and statistics showed a 
decline in technical incidents 
last year. 

But international experts 
have said the continued op- 


eration of Chernobyl’s first 
and third reactors is unsafe 
and Western nations have 
been pressing for its closure. 
Reactor No. 2 was dosed 
after a fire in 1991. 

Ukrainian leaders say they 
cannot shut Chernobyl until, 
alternative sources are found 
for the seven per cent of the 
country’s electricity provided 
by the plant. They say be- 
tween $4 billion and $6 bil- 
lion in assistance is needed. 

Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchina virited tire 
station this month and said it 
was up to the international 
community to work out a 
plan to dose Chernobyl, tak- 
ing account of the former 
Soviet republic’s economic 
crisis. 

Industrialised countries 
have offered several hundred 
million dollars in assistance 
to help dose the station. But 
the EU last week made the 
provision of general financial 
aid contingent on a deal to 
shut Chernobyl. 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The film industry was buzzing 
before the Oscar presenta- 
tions, with Forrest Gump, 
Pulp Fiction and The Shaw- 
shank Redemption vying for 
top honours. 

“This has become one of 
the most eagerly anticipated 
contests the movie industry 
has seen in a long, long 
time." said Art Manteris, 
bookmaker at the Las Vegas 
HD ton. 

The votes for the 67th pre- 
sentation of the Academy of ' 
Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences have been in since 
Tuesday, but were being kept 
secret until th£ envelope 
opening ceremonies here 
Monday. 

Most observers expect For- 
rest Gump,, the story of an 
Alabama simpleton, who 
makes good as be charges 
through life armed with inno- 
cent optimism, to dominate 
the awards. 

The film entered the pre- 
sentations with 13 nomina- 
tions, a feat that ties it with 
Who’s Afraid Of Virginia 
Woolf (1966) and places it 
just behind All About Eve 
(1950) with 14. 

Best film, best actor and 
best director are among the' 
nominations garnered by 
Gump, which also has picked 
up several Golden Globe 
Awards. 

Gump captured the im- 
agination of filmgoers as welL 
as earning $550 milli on worl- 
dwide. It reportedly earned 
star Tom Hanks and director 
Robert Zemeckis roughly $35 
million each. 

But it might not be such a 
sure bet Monday, according 
to the oddsmakers, ... Si 
Lenny Del Genio , broking ^*' 1 
director with Bally’s Las 
Vegas, told AFP that tbs film 
was at even money to win the 
Oscar. 

The Shawshank Redemp- 
tion, the fictitious story of a 
unjustly jailed banker, which 
got seven nominations in- 



<***> Samuel L. Jackson, stars 
<*** Pulp Fiction, practice as presenter* dnrin* 
rdwrofc for foe 67th Academy Awards. Travolta has been 


for their Pulp Fiction roles (AFP photo) 

eluding best actor, is also at a favourite American comic 


even money, Del Genio said. 

Manteris saw the competi- 
tion as tight, but he said the 
racewas between Forrest 

the latter 3-1, by Manteris’ 
calculations. 

Monday night might also 
feature real-life comeback 
stories of the kind so often 
celebrated in Tinseltown pro- 
ductions. 

First there’s Woody Allen, 


writer, actor, and director. 

Two years ago, many peo- 
ple had dismissed him as a 
man whose career was 
blasted by die headlines that 
be was having an affair with 
the 21 -year-old adopted 
daughter of his companion, 
Mia Farrow. 

But with his latest offering, 
a comedy set in the 1920s 
entitled Bullets Over Broad- 
way that has received seven 
Oscar nominations, Allen is 


again the toast of the indus- 
try, the gloom of his recent 
past seemingly behind him . 

“Seven nominations, this is' 
the Academy’s way of saying 
all is forgotten,” said Damien 
Bona, author of Inside 
Oscar, the behind-the-scenes 
book cm foe annual awards 
bestowed by the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences. 

John Travolta, who is up 
for best actor with his per- 
formance 1 in Pulp Fiction, 
could be the second combe- 
back lad. 

Saturday Night Fever 
( 1977 ) pushed him into so- 
perstardom when be played a 
Brooklyn disco king, but Tra- 
volta’s career began to sag in 
the 1980s with a string of 
lackluster appearances. 

Travolta reclaimed a mea- 
sure of his fame in foe early 
*90s with foe Look Who’s 
Talking series, but films su- 
perimposing his voice over 
baby actors left him far below 
his former glory. 

All that turned around 
practically overnight after 
Travolta sunk his teeth into 
Pulp. Landing the Oscar 
would be the icing on the 
cake for him. 

Monday might even bold 
some solace for non- 
Americans weary of foe de- 
luge of U.S. films bombard- 
ing their theatres. Oscar sta- 
tuettes could go to British, 
French, Russian, and Cuban 
films among others. 

Mr. Madness of King 
Geoige a brief biography of 
the Britsh monarch who per- 
manently lost the U.S. col- 
onies and temporarily lost his 
mind, could bring Britain’s 
Nigel Hawthorne an Oscar 
for best actor and compatriot 
Helen Mirren foe award for 
best supporting actress. 

Four Weddings And A 
Funeral, the feudal British 
look at yuppies coming to 
terms with their biological 
timeclocks, has also been j 

nominated' for best picture. i 


Burma leader: Army must stay strong 


RANGOON (Agendes) — 
Burma’s military government 
Monday celebrated its 50th 
armed forces day with the 
commander in chief calling 
for a strong army that can 
keep fighting to safeguard 
Burma’s independence and 
sovereignty. 

General Than Shwe, who 
is also Burma's prime minis- 
ter and chairman of the ruling 
State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council (SLORC), 
made the comments in an 
address to about 4,500 troops 
and guests in Rangoon’s Re- 
sistance Park. 

Thousands of people lined 
streets around the park from 
soon after dawn to watch a 

lan^of^ja^hie around *tbe 
necks of 3,300 singing sol- 
diers, airmen and sailors as 
they marched past foe Gol- 
den Shwedagon Pagoda into 
the park. 

The troops joined 1,500 
invited guests, including ab- 
out two dozen foreign milit- 
ary attaches, to hear Gen. 
Than Shwe’s speech com- 
memorating the military’s 
“anti-fascist resistance” of 
1945. 

“Just as the Tatmadaw 
(army), in concert with foe 
people, regained the nation’s 
independence, it is also duty- 
bound ro continue to pre- 
serve independence and 
sovereignty, Gen. Than 
Shwe said in a 40-minute 
speech under a blazing morn- 
ing sun. 

“With the changing situa- 
tion in foe international are- 
na today, it is essential to 
remain ever vigilant and safe- 
guard independence and 
sovereignty. Therefore it has 
become necessary to build up 
foe Tatmadaw to be modern 
and strong.” 

Burma’s armed forces have 
in recent years been ex- 
panded to some 300,000 men. 


equipped with arms from 
China and elsewhere. 

Speaking at the same spot 
as independence hero Gener- 
al Aung San did when he 
rallied the troops against a 
Japanese army of occupation 
50 years ago, Gen. Than 
Shwe also said the army and 
foe SLORC must play a key 
political role in Burma. 

“To this day, our Tatma- 
daw, as is the SLORC, is still 
discharging the duties of the 
state,” he said. “In essence, 
foe Tatmadaw should be able 
to participate, with general 
goodwill, in the national poli- 
tical leadership role of the 
future of Mynamr.” 

Myanmar is foe name the 
SLORC, formed in 1988, 
gave to Burma following foe 
brutal suppression of nation- 
wide pro-democracy protests 
that left thousands dead or 
imprisoned. 

ironically Burma’s most 
prominent political prisoner 
is the daughter of independ- 
ence martyr Aung San, and 
lives under house arrest just a 
few kilometres from where 
Geo. Than Shwe spoke. 

Despite urgings from 
abroad, Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Aung San Sun Kyi is 
still detained at her house on 
the shore of Rangoon's Inya 
Lake where she has been 
held since 1989. 

Ms, Sou Kyi, who had two 
highly-publicised meetings 
with top SLORC officials late 
last year, has said her release 
must be unconditional and 
she win not make any secret 
deal with foe SLORC in ex- 
change for her freedom. 

Rumours were swilling in 
diplomatic and media circles 
that Ms. Suu Kyi, 49, might 
be released to mark Armed 
Day- But although j 

SLORC earlier this mnnth 


were released after foe gov- 
ernment announced it was 
reducing by one third the 
sentences of 23,901 convicts 
in honour of Armed Forces 
Day. 

During his speech Gen. 
Than Shwe said the SLORC 
was working on reconciling 
ethnic differences in Burma, 
and it wants to make peace 
with different armed rebel 
groups. 

‘‘There are 14 armed 
national groups which have 
realised the Tatmadaw has 
always left its door open to 
welcome the remaining 
armed groups. 

‘T would like to confirm 
here once again that foe Tat- 
madaw is always welcoming 
foe armed groups in foe j unc- 
les,” be said. 

Burmese junta troops were 
bracing Monday for an attack 
on the border town of 
Tachilek by troops of drug 
warlord Khun Sa, Thai offi- 
cials said. 


Iran’s 

nightingale 

breaks silence 

LONDON (R) 
one of Iran’s moa' 
traditional singers 
years of silence "wref* 
walked onto a LoujteL 
after being bamwTXi.® 


forming in Iran sinc^L 
was overthrown in ]»» 
tiny, grey-haired’ 
known as the ni 
Persia, was greeted*^ 
plosive applause ifoiT 

sang -at the Royaler- 
Hall. “Maraieh, 
chanted foe 3,000-aion* 
foence as the 7Q.year.55 
ger smiled and tamed 
in front of the 
blowing kisses. “Thus 
era for foe Iranian 
and it is my duty whOe 
blood in my veins to sins 
voice of the Irania ™ 
sbe said at the end 
concert. More than once i 
audience stamped their 
and clapped to the 
the sometimes fiery, jq 
times mournful songs 
Marzieb, whose real 
Ashrufos-Sundat 
raised her finger to her 
bringing silence. Iran’s er 
white and red flag ham , 
either side of foe stage B 
•about 60 security persona 
half of them women weari 
headscarves, roamed the 
riders of foe concert I 
Marzieh, accom panie d by 
London Festival 
and the Iran 
Orchestra, sang old and 
songs telling of the pfigb. 
Iranian women under a M& 
Iim fundamentalist govern- 
ment. “I come to convey tfe 
cries of foe women of Iran to 
foe rest of foe world, ” Ac 
told Reuters earlier. She said 
women were whipped for 
wearing makeup or allowing 
a few strands of hair to ihov 
from beneath their chadors 
(headscarves) and could be 

stoned to death the thud tune 

they committed such iufc. 
cretions. Marzieb, whose 
career spans 50 yean, left 
Iran last year and joined the 
exiled Iranian opposition in 
Paris. 


Rolling Stones 
see no end 
to their run 

MELBOURNE (R)— Billed 
as the world’s oldest rock ami 
roll band, the Rolling Stones 
drink they’ve still got a W 
more life in them yet. Speak- 
ing at the start of the AusW 
lian leg of their World 
Voodoo Lounge Tour, the 
four remaining members of 
the five-man band that 
formed way back in 1962 saw 
no end in sight. “We’re look- 
ing at people offering os 
shows for 1996 at the mo- 
ment,” lead singer Mick Jag-, 
ger told a packed news cofr 
ference Sunday. But- 
although foe spritely looting 
Jagger, an exercise fanatic, 
looked as if be could mate 
the distance, the years seem 
to be taking their tool on his 
fellow band members who 
began foe current tour in 
Washington in August last 
year. Guitarist Keith 
Richards, looking haggard! 
maybe from Saturday’s flight 
to Melbourne from Tokyo; 
did not remove his sunglasses 
during foe 25 minute uidoot 
conference. He has boasted 
in recent weeks that daring 
the Stones' last tour to Au- 
stralia in 1973 he was on add 
foe entire time and did not 
remember any thing about the 
country. “There are the odd 
gaps," said Richards Sunday, * 
dressed in his trademark 
black. The band is expected 
to make $26 million fro® 
ticket sales alone from that 
seven Australian concerts H * 
Sydney, Melbourne, Perth 
Adelaide and Brisbane a® 
up to $265 mil N on from 
24 country, 12 months \ 
Voodoo Lounge Tour wind * 
will be seen by 6.1 nriffi ® 1 ^ 

people. 


Burmese border guards 
sealed off foe town Sunday, , « 

closing foe Tachilek border TnOUSandSaF 
checkpoint with Thailand’s dollars blOW 
Mae Sai district, a ce ntre of _ ■ * ■ 

trade in the area, an official ®DTOSS highway 


mosing the Tachilek border 
checkpoint with Thailand's 
Mae Sai district, a centre of 
trade in the area, an official 
«th the Mae Sai district 
oners office said. 

By early Monday, no 
reason had been given for foe 


last year, has said her release ^wmta tteMatmg Thai 

must be unconditional and msur g ent 

she win not make any secret kw, 2 ^ to opmrn warlord 
deal with the SLOR<* in ex- a „ 

change for her freedom. *** ^ MTA 

Rumours were swirling in in , flltra tcd 

diplomatic and media circles l Uunched a Sttr ‘ 

that Ms. Suu Kyi, 49, mieht government 

be released to mark Armed EJS®* Wlth rockets and 
Forces Day. But although S»»ns> kini ng at least 

SLORC earlier tbh n3! 

feed two leading dissidents it S ® to d 5S?° “d 


has not said when Mr. Suu 

J^v^^jeleased . 


raw- aai district b . 

chiefs office said. BOSTON (AP) — It «*■' ? 

By early Monday, no peonies from heaven. It 
reason had been given for foe dollars. Thousands of 

closure, though the Thai offi- “There's money blowing .* 8 % 
aal said h was assumed that over die place,” a pass® % 
the Burmese were antidpat- motorist told police. Bills *■ ^ 
mg a raid by foe Maung Thai tered both sides of the '§ 
Anny (MTA), foe insurgent McLellan Highway «£, % 
roree loyal to opium warlord mixed commercial-resdeBO® ^ 
“n Sa- comer of East Boston. s 

A week ago, an MTA 5gt William Fleming of p* 

strike t^ infiltrated Massachusetts Bay WJ fe 

Tachilek and launched a sur- Portation Authority. ft. 

pnse raid on government recovered $7,870 in f 

positions with rockets and ^ *20 and $10 bOb. WV 

machine guns, killing at least have 1,0 idea how mud* 

three Burmese troops accord- Pocketed by passers-by- JJJ 1 

“g to Radio Rangoon, and Me had called to daim.®? $51 

nve civilians according to money by Saturday monffj fij, 

London-based human rights officer Jim Browning S! 

group Amnesty Internaaon- 0ne had turned ffl *** JV 
“■ more cash, either. 
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;Tbe corpses of three Bnranifian Hntus lay in a street of the capital Bujumbura folio wing fierce aimed Hn«hf< between the 
■ Tutsi-dominated army and ethnic Hntns (AFP photo) 

Burundis president warns of genocide 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Burundi’s President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya warned 
Monday the country was on 
the brink of genocide after a 
week of ethnic bloodshed 
daimed scores of lives and 
thousands fled the capital. 

.. “It*s too calm,” a local 
journalist said after some 
humanitarian agencies esti- 
mated that 500 people were 
killed in die Buyenzi district 
of Bujumbura as Tutsi-led 
troops allegedly carried out 
“ethnic cleansing” against 
Hums. 

“It’s the beginning of geno- . 
tide,” Mr. Ntibantunganya 
told Belgian radio by tele- 
■ phone. He stated that Burun- 


di was undergoing “a period 
of destabisation which could 
extend beyond its borders.” 

The president estimated 
that 150 people were killed as 
troops went into the Buyenzi 
district overnight Friday in an 
operation to crack down on 
extremist militias, but Hum 
residents said a massacre had 
taken place. 

Mr. Ntibantunganya de- 
clared that “the (Hum) vic- 
tims are ethnically targe tted 
and the perpetrators are from 
another ethnic group (Tutsi)” 
and demanded international 
“political action” to “de- 
nounce extremist forces.” 

A trickle of Hum refugees 
headed Monday into exile in 


Zaire, carrying belongings 
and with their bedding on 
their heads, but there were 
no longer the tens of 
thousands who left in the past 
few days. 

Some 23 ,500 Bujumbura 
residents, around half of 
them Zairean nationals, have 
fled to Uvira in eastern Zaire 
since Friday, the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said Monday. 

But Mutiti Wa Bassara, 
responsible for relief matters 
in the Zairean prime minis- 
ter’s office, put the total at 
35,000. stating that the gov- 
ernment had a “different 
appreciation of the situation” 
because a large number of 



Burundian refugees carry all their belongings 
as they cross the border into neighbouring 
Zaire following fierce armed clashes between 


the Tutsi-dominated army and ethnic Hutns in 
the capital Bujumbura (AFP photo) 


refugees had not yet been 
registered. 

UNHCR spokesman Peter 
Kessler Monday said the 
Uvira region, where two new 
refugee camps have been set 
up, had already taken in 
some 110,000 refugees from 
Burundi and Rwanda. 

Many foreigners living in 
Burundi, particularly French 
people and nationals of the 
former colonial power, Bel- 
gium, said they were prepar- 
ing for their “Easter holi- 
days", in what several admit- 
ted was an evacuation. 

“Burundi is finished,” an 
elderly Greek shopkeeper 
said after spending 32 years 
in the central African high- 
land nation. 

Apart from sporadic shoot- 
ing, the city was quiet over- 
night, even in the northern 
Kinama and Kamenge dis- 
tricts where remaining Hutus 
said they feared attacks by 
Tutsi militias backed by the 
army. 

The district administrator 
in Kinama, a Hum, said he 
was convinced that “a policy 
of ethnic cleansing” had been 
implemented. “We are at 
war,” he added. “Anything is 
able in light of what has 
mqdL'^.v - : - 
luriiptii.-has to be. watch? 
ed very carefully to avoid a 
catastrophe similar” to- that 
in neighbouring Rwanda last 
year, the president told 
RTBF radio. Between 
500,000 and a million people 
are believed to have been 
massacred there by Hutu ex- 
tremists. 


Japan police find end cult underground room 


KAMIKU ISSHKI, Japan 
(R) — Japanese police sear- 
ching buildings owned by a 
doomsday sect Monday 
fpund a second secreet 
underground room which 
they said was probably used 
for confining dissident fol- 
lowers. 

. The room was square, 
made of concrete and nine 
square metres in area and 
about . four metres (13 ft) 
deep. There was a single 
wooden chair and a large 
pool of water on the floor. 

Some former members of 
the cult, called the Aura 
Shinri Kyo (Supreme Truth 
Sect) have alleged torture 
took place within the cult, 
but a police official said there 
was uo evidence the room 
was used for torture. 

Last Wednesday, police 
arrested five sect officials, 
including three physicians, 
for illegally confining people. 
They also rescued six people 
held against their will. 

One of those rescued told 
police she saw sect doctors 


give intravenous injections 
and pills to people wanting to 
leave. Another follower told 
the Yomiuri Shimbun he had 
witnessed people being 
buried on grounds owned by 
the sect. 

The police official said they 
were continuing to search the 
more than 20 buildings in the 
sprawling compound for 
other possible underground 
rooms. 

Hie raids of the sect’s com- 
plex at the village of Kamiku 
Isshild, 100 kilometres west 
of Tokyo, started Wednes- 
day, two days after nerve gas 
attacks on Tokyo subway 
trains during the morning 
rush hour killed 10 people 
and injured 5,000. 

The raid has entered a new 
phase since Sunday when au- 
thorities announced they 
were seeking evidence the 
cult had been making deadly 
chemicals with intent to kill. 

Until Saturday, the raids 
were based on an abduction 
change. But now the charge 
against it is murder prepara- 


tion,” — used against anyone 
preparing weapons or poiso- 
nous materials with intent to 
murder. 

Police analysis showed re- 
sidue from three chemical 
samples — from the complex, 
the subways and the site of 
another poisoning in Japan 
last July — was methylphos- 
phine acid diisopropyl and 
¥ related substances, Japanese 
media reported. 

The chemical is a by- 
product of the deadly nerve 
gas sarin, identified as the 
agent in the three cases. 

The analysis showed that 
the same people produced 
the three samples using an 
identical method, according 
to the news reports, which 
police have not confirmed. 

Also Monday, police broke 
into a secret chemical labora- 
tory they had uncovered. 
However, they did not reveal 
details of their investigation. 

They seemed to be con- 
tinuing Sunday's focus on a 
cluster of buildings called 
“Seventh Satian” (Sanskrit 
for truth) — the name the 


cult gives to one of several 
clusters of buildings at its 
sprawling complex in Kamiku 

On Monday, about 40 
officers — 1 five wearing heavy 
chemical warfare outfits — 
carried cutting and lighting 
equipment and caged canar- 
ies into Seventh Satian. 

Meanwhile a Moscow 
court Monday suspended the 
activities of the Japanese cult 
Aura Supreme Truth and de- 
cided 1 to temporarily freeze 
the assets of the group, sus- 
pected of perpetrating the 
nerve gas attack on the 
Tokyo underground a week 
ago. 

The sect, which has six 
centres in Moscow and 
counts several thousand local 
followers, was also banned 
from teaching, Judge Irina 
Vorobyeva told AFP. 

She said the court decided 
to suspend the group follow- 
ing reports on Russian televi- 
sion in wbcih the cult’s lead- 
er, Shoko Asahara, called on 
foQowers to defend him and 
commit collective suicide. 


Governments urged to act over global warming 


LONDON (R) — While sci- 
entists argue about global 
warming theory, interest 
groups and lobbyists say it is 
time to stop talking and act- 

“Action must be taken 
□ow in order to stabilise the 
climate and prevent catas- 
trophic changes in our en- 
vironment,” says Earthac- 
tion, a pressure group made 
up of citizens’ groups in 127 
countries. 

Delegates from more than 
100 countries meet in Berlin 
from March 28 to April 7 to 
discuss progress on the 
framework convention on cli- 
mate change, signed in Rio 
De Janeiro in 1992. 

The U.N.-sponsored meet- 
ing will discuss progress made 
in curbing the growth of pol- 
lutants such 3S carbon diox- 
"ide, said to be the main cause 
of global wanning and the 
“greenhouse effect." 

Those who believe in the 
greenhouse effect say car- 
bon emissions from power 
stations and cars will cause 
the world to warm up, melt- 


ing the Earth’s caps and sub- 
merging low-lying areas. Cli- 
mate patterns would be dis- 
rupted and food production 
hit. 

Some groups have been 
disappointed by progress on 
cutting C02 emissions since 
the Rio- agreement. They say 
governments’ fine words 
have not been matched by 
action. 

“In the three years since 
they signed the climate 
change treaty, the world's 
governments have failed to 
respond effectively to the 
threat of dimate change'” 
said an article in the current 
issue of the U-S. magazine 
World Watch. 

Hie belief that little has 
been done to match the Rio 
target — that carbon dioxide 
emissions should be stabilised 
at their 1990 level by the year 
2000 — was recently under- 
lined in a report by Paris 
based consultancy DRI. 

“It is also dear... that none 
of the Western European 
countries even approaches 


stabilising its emissions, with 
the growth in energy-related 
C02 emissions tending to 
accelerate after the year 
2000,” said Dri's European 
Energy Service. 

The DRI report said 
energy-related C02 emis- 
sions in Europe wfll increase 
by 6.4 per cent between 1990 
and 2000, and by a further 15 
;r cent between 2000 and 


Experts say that North 
American and Japan, among 
industrialised nations, have 
shown little interest in action 
to curb the gases said to 
global warming. 

Earthaction has published 
a six point programme to cut 
pollution, which says nations 
should: 

— Steadily phase out fossil 
fuels — replacing them with 
renewable energy like wind, 
solar, and hydro power. 

— Discourage private cars 
and trucks in favour of public 
transport. 

— Set mini mum standards 
for energy efficiency. 


— Halt construction of 
power stations without an en- 
vironmental test. 

7 - Offer development 
assistance to encourage re- 
newable energy. 

— Halt deforestation. 

Environmental group 
Greenpeace believes the 
summit will make progress, 
but warns big business might 
seek to dilute action. 

“Some companies will be 
seeking action to protect the 
environment,” said Green- 
peace negotiator Bill Hare, 
“but major oil, car and che- 
mical companies, will have 
lobbyists there, ’and they 
have close links to OPEC and 
the energy lobby.” 

And if action is not forth- 
coming, environmental lob- 
byists believe they have a 
powerful trump card to play. 

They say energy companies 
could be vulnerable to law- 
suits seeking compensation 
for wilful damage to the en- 
vironment, similar to action 
in the U.S. against tobacoo 
firms. 
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Bosnian troops launch fierce 
attack on Serb-held Majevica 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Bo^ 
nian army troops launched a 
fierce attack Monday on Serb 
positions in the mountainous 
Maievica re cion in northeast 
Bosma-Herzegovina, raining 
shells on the area, the Bos- 
nian Serb News Agency 
(SRNA) reported. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency said more than 300 
shells fell on the region after 
the offensive began at 0600 
GMT, with the Banj Brdo 
sectors and the Stolice tele- 
communications relay station 
taking the brunt of the 
attack. 

The agency said the Bos- 
nian Serb troops managed to 
maintain their positions and 
had inflicted heavy losses on 
the mainly Muslim Bosnian 
troops who began offensives 
in northeast and central Bos- 
nia early last week. . 

SRNA said more than 200 
Bosnian soldi era had been 
killed and several hundred 
injured since the operation 
began. 

It said that fighting was 
also continuing on Mount 
Vlasic in central Bosnia. Loc- 
al Serb military sources in 
that region were quoted by 
the agency as saying that Serb 
troops were set to crush Mus- 
lim troops along that front. 

The U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) Monday 
warned it would call for air 
strikes against the Bosnian 
Serbs If they strode at civi- 
lians in U.N.-declared safe 
areas. 


The “deliberate targeting 
of civilians wfll not be toler- 
ated without response on our 
party,” UNPROFOR 
spokesman Colum Murphy 
said here, following a Serb 
attack over the weekend on 
the Muslim -held eastern en- 
clave of Gorazde, one of six 
U.N.-declared safe areas in 
Bosnia. 

Some 15 civilians were in- 
jured in the shelling Saturday 
amid rising tension through- 
out the country triggered by a 
government offensive, laun- 
ched at the start of the week 
in the centre and northeast of 
the country. 

Speaking of the U.N. man- 
date adopted in the spring of 
1993 for the defence of Bos- 
nia’s safe areas — Bihac, 
Gorazde, Sarajevo, Srebreni- 
ca, Tuzla and Zepa — Mr. 
Murphy admitted that “in- 
structions to UNPROFOR 
on the ground are less than 
dear.” 

Bnt this, he said, “allowed 
greater discretion” to the 
U.N. commander on the 
ground. 

And attacks that deliber- 
ately targeted civilians in the 
safe areas “will meet a reso- 
lute response, including the 
use of air power if necessary 
against the appropriate 
weapons systems.” 

UNPROFOR decided for 
“political reasons" not to call 
in an air strike following the 
attack mi Gorazde, but the 
Serbs should beware that pre- 
sent warnings were not “hol- 


low threats,” he abided. 

“Peace like the snows of 
Bosnia is melting” and 
“events are pushing us to- 
wards a more general war” 
with the much-abused four- 
month truce due to end in 
five weeks,” Mr. Murphy 
said. 

“We cannot hold off the 
parties indefinitely and we 
cannot work in a political 
vacuum,"' he added, refer- 
ring to lade , of progress in 
peace talks to end the three- 
year-old war. 

“Events are sliding out of 
control and out worst fears 
could become reality in the 
not too distant future,” he 
said. 

His comments came as 
members of the internation- 
al “contact group” on Bosnia 
— Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia and the United States 
— were meeting in London in 
a bid to rescue the peace plan 
from the diplomatic quagmire 
it settled into after' Bosnian 
Serbs rejected it last summer. 

In another development, 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic has called on 
the United Nations and the 
four great powers to stop the 
government offensive, which 
Monday entered its second 
week, the Bosnian Serb News 
Agency reported. 

“We ask you... to use your 
influence to put a stop to the 
Muslim offensive and ensure 
the retreat of Muslim forces 
to the demarcation lines” 


fixed by the ceasefire of Dec. 
24, Mr. Karadzic said in a 
letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali. 

“If Muslim forces do not 
give up die threat of war, a 
large-scale war could break 
out,” he warned. 

A week of bloody dashes 
has allowed government 
forces to seize a number of 
strategic positions in central 
and northeast Bosnia. 

UNPROFOR military 
spokesman Major Herve 
Gounnelon said early reports 
suggested government forces 
had seized 40 to 50 square 
kilometres of territory in the 
Vlasic Mountain area of cen- 
tral Bosnia and the same to 
the northeast of Tuzla. 

Following the attack, Mr. 
Karadzic Sunday ordered a 
general mobilisation of his 
forces who currently control 
70 per cent of the country. 

Mr. Murphy also conde- 
mned the Bosnian govern- 
•ment for its ongoing offen- 
sive, terming it “provoca- 
tive.” And be Warned that 
the U.N. would not be “man- 
ipulated”- into defending a 
safe-area If government 
forces nudged the Serbs into 
attacking it. 

The five-nation “contact 
group” on Bosnia Monday 
pondered ways of restarting 
peace negotiations, as Bos- 
nian negotiator David Owen 
warned of a “much nastier, 
much bloodier” confronta- 
tion to come, 


Winnie 

Mandela 

sacked 


CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(AP) — President Nelson 
Mandela fired his estranged 
wife, Winnie, from his gov- 
ernment Monday following 
weeks of embarrassing con- 
troversy and calls for her 
ouster. 

The sadaug.rids-Mr.,b!aq- 
dela’s cabinet, of. a. rebellions 
and divisive figure who pub- 
licly . criticised his conserva- 
tive economic policies. It 
does not affect Mrs. Mande- 
la's standing in the African 
National Congress or her 
position as a member of par- 
liament. 

A somber Mr. Mandela 
told a packed news confer- 
ence he was relieving his wife 
of her duties as deputy 
cabinet minister of arts, cul- 
ture, science and technology. 

“This decision has been 
taken both in the interests of 
good government and to en- 
sure the highest standards of 
discipline among leading 
officers in the government of 
national unity,” Mr. Mandela 
said. 

“I hope this decision will 
help the former deputy minis- 
ter to review her position and 
seek to improve on her own 
conduct in positions of re- 
sponsibility,” he said. 

Immediately after the news 
conference, an eight-line let- 
ter from Mr. Mandela was 
delivered to Mrs. Mandela’s 
office informing her of the 
decision. Her spokesman, 
Alan Reynolds, said be told 
her of the letter in a tele- 
phone call. 

“I have decided to termin- 
ate your appointment... with 
immediate effect," Mr. Man- 
dela said in the letter. 
“Thank your for the services 
you rendered to the govern- 
ment so far." 

Firing his wife marks the 
most dramatic act Mr. Man- 
dela, 76, has performed since 
coining to office almost a 
year ago in South Africa's 
first ad-race elections. 

Mrs. Mandela has defiantly 
criticised the government’s 
approach to social reform, 
made an unauthorised trip 
abroad, split the ranks of the 
African National Congress 
Women’s League, and most 
seriously, been accused by 

S alice of bribe-taking and in- 
uence peddling. 

Mrs. Mandela's name and 
popularity as a long- 
persecuted, high-profile mili- 
tant popular among poor 
blacks gave her a far bigger 
role in the country’s politics 
than her minor cabinet post 
signified. 

Mr. Mandela said the deci- 
sion followed “much reflec- 
tion” and added his wife had 
in the past played an impor- 
tant role in the struggle 
against apartheid." 

“I appointed the cabinet 
and it is my right to reshuffle 
the cabinet if I consider it 
necessary,” Mr. Mandela 
said. He named a human 
rights lawyer, Brigitte 
Mabandla, to replace Mrs. 
Mandela but made no other 


French campaign nastiness 
prompts call by Juppe for truce 


PARIS (R) — An angry duel 
between French presidential 
election front-runner, Paris 
Mayor Jacques Chirac, and 
follow conservative Prime 
-Minister r Edouard Balladur 
prompted truce calls Mon- 
day. 

"Balladur bites,’' the daily 
Liberation said in a front- 
page headline after the pre- 
„ naier . abandoned his usual 
docility to brand. Mr. Chirac a 
demagogic professional of 
politics during a weekend ral- 
ly- 

“I found his comments 
very aggressive and I regret 
them,” Mr. Chirac told 
France 3 Television Sunday 
about his Gaullist rival, who 
has dropped from favourite 
to fighting for second place 
with Socialist Lionel Jospin 
less than a month ahead of 
the April 23 first-round bal- 
lot. “I hope it was a slip.'’ 

“Perhaps a professional’s 
quality is to control his tem- 
per,” Foreign Minister Alain- 
Juppe, Mr. Chirac’s chief 
aide, said. 

“We don't need amateurs 
these days,” he added in a 
jibe mocking the premier’s 
new drive to go down-market 
to shed an image of a haugh- 


ty, wealthy' patrician. 

“Balladur climbs on tables 
at his rallies, sometimes eats 
mutton with his fingers and 
even goes hitch-biking. It’s 
not very natural,” be told 
France 2 Television. 

Mr. Juppe said the fight 
had gone too for and called 
for a ceasefire in order to 
“bring the campaign back 
from abuse to ideas” in the 
run-up to the April 23-May 7 
two-stage poll. 

But Mr. Bahadur's spokes- 
man, Budget Minister Nico- 
las Sarkozy, returned to the 
offensive Monday, accusing 
the premier’s rivals of talking 
“nonsense" by making wild 
campaign promises. 

Asked if he was targetting 
Mr. Chirac, he replied, “By 
promising to raise all spend- 
ing and cut all taxes, yes." 

“We have set ourselves a 
tremendous challenge, to win 
with the ambition of con- 
sidering French electors as 
responsible beings," he said. 

Mr. Chirac rejected Mr. 
Bahadur's call for a televised 
debate, saying he had been 
“brutally knocked back into 
the ropes” when be first 
asked for it when Bahadur 
was ahead in the polls. 


“I believe it’s a bit too late 
now... today everybody 
knows the (candidates') plat- 
forms,” he said. 

Mr. Jospin also attacked 
Mr. Chirac, staking out his 
own political turf by ridicul- 
•ing Mr. Chirac’s efforts to 
attract left-wing votes with 
promises of social justice. 

He said the Paris mayor, a 
former -right-wing prime 
minister, now posed as an 
opponent of Bahadur to build 
up his lead^ ' 

“There is a candidate... 
who is trying to say that he no 
longer belongs on the right, 
who wants to erase the left- 
right divide," he told France 
2 Television. “Voters need to 
know who is who, where we 
come from and what we stand 
for." 

Ah- three leading candi- 
dates come from the elite 
ENA civil service school, but 
Mr. Jospin said he had never 
ceased fighting for social jus- 
tice and equality since his 
days as a student. 

“Chirac has not been iden- 
tified with that kind of thing 
in his political career.... was 
he ever seen in s demonstra- 
tion, in a strike?” he asked. 


Berlusconi fights to reassert leadership 


ROME (R) — Silvio Berlus- 
coni sought to reassert his 
leadership of the centre right 
Monday following talk that 
his primacy was under attack 
a year after his lightning 
general election victory. 

Signs that the media mogul 
was being challenged for sup- 
remacy by hard-right leader 
Gianfranco Fini, once re- 
garded as his most trustwor- 
thy ally, surfaced on the first 
anniversary of the billinoaire 


businessman’s triumph last 
March 27. 

Mr. Berlusconi was ex- 
pected to use a rallay of his 
self-built Forza Italia Party in 
Milan to repeat the battle cry 
for a snap election that he has 
been hammering since he re- 
signed as prihje minister last 
December. 

Newspapers quoted Mr. 
Berlusconi as saying reports 
of waning prominence in his 
Freedom Alliance coalition 
with Mr. Fini’s National 


Alliance and smaller parties 
was. unfounded. 

■ '? £*** die agents of 
disinformation are at work 
giving credence to the fairy 
story that Fm no longer lead- 
er of the Freedom Affiance,” 
Mr. . Berlusconi was quoted 
as saying. 

Mr. Fini, a clean-cut 43- 
year-old and one of Italy’s 
sharpest politicians, has been 
identified in several recent 
polls as more popular than 
Mr. Berlusconi. 


U.K. Conservatives back party leader 


LONDON (R) — The gov- 
ernment dosed ranks Mon- 
day behind the embattled 
chairman of Britain’s ruling 
Conservatives and tried to 
quash speculation that Prime 
Minister John Major’s job 
could soon be on the line. 

Barely a week goes by 
without the hothouse atmos- 
phere of Westminster, the 
seat of parliament, breeding 
whispering campaigns against 
one minister or another. 


lous performance of the u>n- 
servatives, who are foiling to 
narrow the opposition 
Labour Party’s 35 percentage 
point poll lead despite spark- 
ling economic news, meant 
the latest speculation had to 
be taken seriously. 

The media’s favourite 
scapegoat in the event of an 
expected trouening for the 
Conservatives in May’s local 
elections is party Chairman 
Jeremy Hanley. 

The Times newspaper said 
Monday Mr. Major had 
already decided to get rid of 
gaffe-prone Hanley, who sits 
in the cabinet as minister 
without portfolio, in a sum- 
mer reshuffle to prepare for 


the next general election, 
which must be held by May 
1997. 

But a senior government 
official said the report was 
wrong. 

“The prime minister has 
full confidence in all 
members, of his cabinet and 
indeeu in all his ministers,” 
the official said. “I haven’t 
heard the word ‘reshuffle’... 
this year." 

Environment Secretary 
John Gummer also leapt to 
Mr. Hanley's defence. “‘Mr. 
Hanley is an excellent chair- 
man of .the party and he has 
been appointed to be chair- 
man of the party for a long 
time and that is what he -wifi 
be doing,” he said. 

Mr. Gummer was speaking 
at a news conference on lihe 
May local elections against a 
background of poll predic- 
tions that the Conservatives 
could lose over 1,000 of tihe 
3,728 seats at stake. 

It is forebodings of such a 
massacre that have fuelled 
speculation that Mr. Majcir 
could face a challenge when, 
nnder Conservative Party 
roles, he submits himself for 
re-election as leader at tine, 
stan of the parliamentary? 


year in November. 

Labour leader Tony Blair 
mischievously fanned the 
flames last week by musing 
that panicked Conservatives 
might dump Mr. Major in 
favour of Trade Secretary 
Michael Heseltine. 

Conservative malcontents 
just foiled to muster enough 
votes last year to mount a 
challenge — a candidate must 
be backed by 10 per cent of 
the party’s members of par- 
liament — but Defence 
Secretary Malcolm Rffitind 
acknowledged Sunday that a 
challenge this autumn was 
possible. 

“It is always possible you’ll 
get some very foolish indi- 
vidual backbencher who 
might put himself up just as... 
a stalking horse. But I don’t 
think it will be very signifi- 
cant,” Mr. Rifltind told BBC 
Radio. 

An obscure MP flushed out 
the first opponents to Mr. 
Major’s predecessor, Mar- 
garet Thatcher, by standing 
as a “stalking horse” challen- 
ger in 1989. A year later Lady 
Thatcher quit. 
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Turkey must silence the guns 

NOW THAT Turkey has demonstrated its 
determination to eliminate the Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK) by invading northern 
Iraq, the world should demand that Ankara 
show resolve in setting this explosive problem 
by peaceful means. The plight of Turkey’s 
Kurds cannot be addressed simply by mak- 
ing a deep incursion into Iraq. There are 
about 12 million Turkish Kurds who still 
await a meaningful initiative from the Tur- 
kish government. The late President Turgot 
Ozal was heading into the direction of 
offering the Kurds within his country a 
measure of autonomy that would have en- 
abled them to realise some of their demands 
and spare Turkey the agony of costly con- 
flict. That bold step was short-lived, though, 
because of Ozal’s sudden death two years 
ago. Whether Ankara views its Kurdish 
citizens as a separate people or just a 
minority, they are stiU entitled to some basic 
rights that have yet to be attained. Sorely no 
one condones the PKK and its terrorist 
actions. But there is considerable worldwide 
support for the Kurds’ national yearnings. 
As long as the territorial integrity of Turkey 
can he safeguarded, the sky is the limit as to 
how far the Turkish Republic can go to meet 
the demands of the Kurds within its borders. 
The only effective way to resolve the Kurdish 
threat to Turkey’s security and stability is to 
start immediate negotiations with moderate 
"Kurdish leaders, especially with -Kurdish 
members - of parliament who are now in 
Turkish jails. It is bad enough that Ankara 
found it necessary to trespass into the terri- 
tory of a neighbouring country. Had the 
north of Iraq been under the control of the 
central Iraqi government, Turkey’s action 
would have ted to a wider conflict. To 
prolong the stay of Turkish troops across the 
Iraqi borders would be a repetition of the 
Israeli occupation of South Lebanon. And 
what if the Kurdish rebels chose to hide in 
the mountains of Syria or Iran? Would that 
then widen the scope of the conflict? 

As long as Ankara professes its respect for 
Iraq’s territorial integrity, there is every 
reason to expect Turkey to withdraw as soon 
as possible from northern Iraq and instead 
start a genuine effort at real reconciliation 
within its own borders. It is high time that 
Turkish leaders recognised that Kurdish 
demands and aspirations are legitimate ones 
and that dialogue is less expensive and more 
effective a tool to end the bloodshed and the 
misery of the peoples. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily said in .its editorial Monday tbat His 
Majesty King Hussein summarised Jordan’s battle for 
peace in one phrase, saying this battle against the enemies 
of peace is but a struggle against poverty, unemployment 
and soda! discrimination. The paper said triumph over 
these destructive factors is a victory for life, for the coming 
generations and the right of people in the Middle East to 
security, education, bread, medicine and other basic needs. 
It said the King’s address to the World Affairs Council in 
Los Angeles did not only stress the values of peace, but 
also dealt with the need to have the international commun- 
ity shoulder its responsibilities in protecting this peace. It is 
certain that people would not be convinced of the 
feasibility of peace if it did not make their lives change and 
their conditions improve, said the paper. It said the many ' 
forces that worked for establishing peace in the Middle 
East are invited now before its too late to shoulder their 
responsibilities towards parties involved in the peace 
process, particularly those who suffered of aggression, 
invasion and occupation, and to convince them that 
prosperity comes from peace, not from fighting. If these 
forces did not progress at the moment to shoulder their 
responsibilities, all the forces of extremism, despair and 
terrorism will take a leading position a-nd succeed in Tilling 
this newborn peace before it gets stronger and becomes 
able to resist, added the newspaper. 

AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily dealt in is editorial with His 
Majesty King Hussein's meeting with President Bill Clin- 
ton, which was scheduled to be held Monday, saying the 
meeting comes at a time when there are intensified contacts 
between Congress members and the American administra- 
! tion. It said there is no doubt that Jordanian-American 
relations, which retrieved some of their previous warmth, 
would rank high at the meeting, particularly that there are 
declared American pledges to Jordan that should be 
honoured after Jordan made peace with Israel. In addition 
to the American pledge to meet Jordan’s defence needs 
and help the Kingdom economically, there were pledges 
made repeatedly by the America’n president and the 
secretary of state to write off Jordan’* debts to the U.S. and 
urge other creditor countries to follo-w suit. The paper said 
the two leaders were also to discusss means of achieving 
progress on other track of the Ara b-Israeli negotiations. 


I WAS privileged last week to participate in a European 
Media Forum Against Racism and Intolerance, organised 
in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe as part of its launch 
of the European Week of Action Against Racism. The 
gathering revealed two important aspects of this troubling 
phenomenon: The spread of racist and intolerant actions in 
Europe, and the obvious will of the majority of Europeans 
to fight ag ainst this ancient scourge. 

From our perspective in the geographical and ideological 
centre of the Arab-Islanric World, European racism raises 
a series of questions that need to be fully aired in order for 
us to play a more effective role in three important 
dynamics: 

a) identifying the full historical roots of European 
racism, 

b) clarifying the relationships between traditional anti- 
semitism against Jews and contemporary political and 
moral violence against Jews and Muslims, and, c) working 
with Europeans to counter the much wider . ‘International, 
transnational and civilisation al consequences of Euro- 
radsm, xenophobia and intolerance, which tor transcend 
the acts of violence or exlncsion that are suffered by 
individuals or small groups within Europe. 

The most troubling and glaring aspect of Euro- racism is 
not its sudden resurgence, but its long and recurring 
historical ■ antecedents . From our perspective, contempor- 
ary European racism against Blacks, Muslims, Arabp, 
Turks, Asians and other non-white, non-Christian “others"' 
is difficult to separate from the centuries-long tradition of 
European colonialism and imperialism — a tradition of 
European colonialism and imperialism — a tradition that 
saw European powers between the 15th and 19th centuries 
physically conquer and economically exploit virtually the 
entire southern lands of Africa, Asia and the Americas. 

The intellectual, economic, moral and geo-political Toots 
of modem European racism are deeply embedded in the 
continent’s history. But history is not a static force; the 
dominant post-imperial and post-colonial European major- 
ity today argues passionately for a political ethic that is 
tolerant and inclusive, and institutes laws to bade up its 
claims. This week, as a mosque was bombed in Germany, a 
leading American neo-Nazi was arrested in Denmark. Our 
challenge in the Arab-Islamic World is to connect with this 
prevailing European ethic that seeks to defeat racism and 
anti-semitism, to fortify it, and to work with it to remove 
the lingering aftershocks of historical bouts of European 
intolerance, victimisation and exclusion. 

We have two major, inter-connected entry points into 
this issue. The first is traditional European anti-semitism, 
which is the long and ugly practice of signling oat Jews as 
scapegoats for European problems — a tradition that is 


well documented in Fiance, Spain, Italy, Russia and other 
places, and that reached its height in the Nazi Holocaust. 

European anti-semitism, especially the Dryfus affair in 
France in the late 19th century, was a major reason for the 
birth of political Zionism and the formation of the state of 
Israel, which in turn have been the leading causes of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. This conflict has generated the most 
serious disagreements, suspicions and confrontations be- 
tween Arabs, on the one hand, and Europeans and 
Americans, on the other; these have subsequently fuelled 
anti-Western Arab nationalist and Islamist sentiments, 
alongside counter-fears of Arabs and Muslims in Europe 
and the United States, and violence by both sides against 
the other. 

The great historical tragedy and irony is that we now 
witness genuine, comprehensive anti-semitism in Europe, 
where violence and racism are being practised by a small 
minority of Europeans against all the Semites — not just 
Jews, but also Arabs, Turks, Muslims and others who trace 
their physical or religious lineage to the Jewish offspring of 
Noah's son Shem. Intra-semitic solidarity requires ns to 
work with the Jews and Europeans to achieve a foil 
appreciation of all the victims of anti-semitism. 

Our second entry point into the debate od European 
racism revolves not around the discrimination or exclusion 
suffered by non-European individuals, but around larger 
scale confrontations and fears between entire countries, 
cultures and civilisations. The fact that NATO and the 
United States secretary of defence, for example, should 
both speak publicly about the potential threat of mUitant 
Islam to Western or Middle Eastern societies, at a time 
when NATO, the United States and other Western entities 
have rather calmly acquiesced in the contemporary pogrom 
against over a quarter of a million Muslims in central and 
eastern Europe, leads many thoughtful commentators in 
our region to speak of a “new Crusade" ' by the West against 
Islam. 

One wonders what the West would have done if, say, 
thirty thousand Jewish women were raped in Russia or 
Turkey, as Muslim women were raped in Bosnia and its 
environs since 1991? If coming to grips with racism is 
important, which it is, it also seems important to the 
Arab/Islamic World for the West to come to grips with the 
following blatant doable standard: Why does the West fold 
it compelling to assist Kurds in northern Iraq or Christians 
in southern Sudan — good deeds, to be sure — but the 
same West prohibits Islamic states from offering aid to the 
besieged Muslims of Bosnia? Is this racism, moral insolven- 
cy, or just fatigue, or what? 

These budding geo-political or even civiUsational con- 


Turkey fit the hawk’s shadow 


By Jonathan Ragman 

IT WAS in the Kurdish 
town of Gzrc, an ugly con- 
crete warren of shops and 
bouses near Turkey’s bor- 
der with Iraq, that I watch- 
ed the local population 
usher in the traditional Kur- 
dish new year earlier this 
week. 

A crowd of several hun- 
dred walked in spring sun- 
shine down Cizre high 
street, awkwardly waving 
Turkish flags in front of 
police marksmen. A plainc- 
lothes policeman filmed the 
scene from the gun turret of 
a bulletproof Land-Rover. 
Whenever the camera was 
turned on, the Kurds re- 
sponded by bursting into 
polite rounds of applause. 

This Kurdish new year 
was largely peaceful; very 
different from three years 
ago, when I saw a similar 
d e monstration. Then there 
were shootings and deaths. 
Kurds shouted "Kurdis- 
tan I” and furiously waved 
the red and yellow flags of 
the outlawed Kurdi stan 
Labour’s Party (PKK). 

Now yon must look 
amongst the 600,000 Kurds 
of Europe for such violent 
outbursts of Kurdish 
nationalism. In the ancient 
Kurdish homeland, Turkish 
stale forces appear to have 
regained emtio) of most 
militant separatist stron- 
gholds, turning the area 
into what often feels like a 
vast prison camp. 

The Turks have done h 
not by winning over Kur- 
dish hearts and minds but 
by pouring in arms, men 
and informers; by killing, 
arresting or imprisoning 
tens of thousands of PKK 
members and supporters. 

The PKK's rural power- 
base is v anishing. A Tur- 
kish Interior “Ministry 
source has bees quoted as saying 
two million civilians had been 
driven out of the conflict 
zone in the last decade, the 
majority in the last four 
yean. Although it denies 


operating a scorched earth 
policy against PKK terror, 
the Turkish army was re- 
ported to have burned 
down another group of ru- 
ral Kurdish hamlets last 
week. 

The last four years have 
seen hundreds of myste- 
rious deaths and disappear- 
ances and of cases of tor- 
ture in police custody. It 
now appears that the state 
has established an atmos- 
phere of such secrecy and 
fear in Kurdish areas of 
Turkey that human rights 
abuses — i ntend ed to eli- 
minate the PKK threat — 
can be committed with 
almost complete impunity. 

Now that radical Kurdish 
MPs have been locked up, 
now that the Kurdish-born 
Yashar Kemal. Turkey’s 
most famous novelist, is 
feeing trial in Istanbul for 
crimes of thought, what 
more can the country do to 
silence its internal critics? 

The stakes for Turkey are 
high. Unless Turkey’s re- 
cord improves during the 
nest six mouths, the Euro- 
pean Parliament says it will 
try to block a customs union 
between the European Un- 
ion (EU) and Ankara, a 
deal of mutual benefit. 

Through customs union, 
Europe stands to gain a 
strong commercial foothold 
in an eastern Mediterra- 
nean market of 60 million 
through closer EU lies. Tur- 
key, besieged by rampant 
inflation among other prob- 
lems, would be streng- 
thened in its commitment to 
becoming a Western style 
democracy. 

But the corner the Turks 
are being asked to turn is 
perhaps foe most difficult in 
their country’s short his- 
tory. Ever since Mustafa 
Kemal Atatmk (“father of 
the Turks”) founded the 
modern republic in foe 
1920, Turks have been nur- 
. taxed on an educational diet 
of virulent, uncompromis- 
ing and decidely racist 
nationalism. 


If human lights are to 
unlove and Turkey is to 
move towards further democracy 
the country wil] have to unlearn 
many of the worst 
excesses of the revered Ata- 
turk period. The idea of 
social consensus in Turkey 
is a myth; the country is a 
cauldron of inercasingiy dis- 
tinct secular, religious and 
ethnic interest groups, and 
the idea that there is unity 
in diversity still hasn’t taken 
grip- 

The late president, Tur- 
gut Ozal, realised tbat Ata- 
turk's rigid nationalist lega- 
cy had to be changed if 
social chaos was to be pre- 
vented. Mr. Ozal made a 
start, lifting foe ban on the 
Kurdish language, even 
claiming in public that bis 
grandmother was of Kur- 
dish origin. 

But since bs- death in 
1993, Turkey has re- 
sponded to the growing 
PKK conflict — a cana.'- 
admittedly caused in part 
by the former president's 
relative liberalism — by 
damping down on all forms 
of dissent. 

The Prime Minister, Tan- 
su Ciller, makes frequent 
reassurances to Western 
leaden that change is com- 
ing but, even if she is se- 
rious, conservative hawks 
in her own party are set to 
oppose democratic reform. 

The fear in parliament 
and indeed amongst the 
general public is under- 
standable; straddling the 
Balkans, the Caucasus and 
the Middle East, Turkey 
lives m a dangerous neigh- 
bourhood, riven by ethnic, 
religious and nationalist 
conflicts. If Turkey were to 
unban “separatist” thought 
crimes, if it were to allow 
Kurdish language broad- 
casting and education, 
many Turks fear foe separ- 
atist PKK wold be victo- 
rious — that Ataturk’s 
scared borders would begin 
to crack. 

The sad fact is that even 
if the strict constitution 


drawn up after the 1980 
military coup were to be 
changed, Ankara would 
find it difficult to change 
the lifelong mentality to 
Turkish soldiers and police. 
"As foe Turkish army mar- 
ched across the mountains 
into northern Iraq last 
week, it was embarking on 
what is for many Turks a 
holy grail — foe defence of 
Ataturk's unitary state. 

The Turkish army col- 
onel briefing journalists be- 
gan a fit of barking apo- 
plexy when I asked him to 
explain what was happening 
across the border; the 
Turks are members of 
NATO, but they can also 
be surety isolationists, be- 
lieving they are answerable 
to nobody but themselves. 
That conviction gives sol- 
diers and police carte blan- 
che to treat Kurds any way 
they like. 

None of this should de- 
tract from Europe’s support 
for Turkey’s war against foe 
Marxist-Lcninist PKK. 
which is fast emerging as 
the most violent guerrilla 
movement in both Europe 
and the Middle East. But 
just as Turkish security 
forces often blur the distinc- 
tion between Kurdish re- 
bels and civilians, so Ank- 
ara tends to mistake the 
difference between enemies 
and true friends. 

Turkey’s NATO allies 
need to be both critical and 
understanding, with h uman 
rights playiung a major part 
in foreign policy. Not be- 
cause we ought to care, but 
because if Turkey does not 
change its spots and 
embrace reform, it will slide 
ever further backwards in- 
to instability. 

Last week’s much trum- 
peted military operation in 
Iraq seems a sad diversion 
from the truth: that Tur- 
key’s Kuidish embroglio is 
primarily an internal prob- 
lem, and one that must be 
urgently solved. 

The Guardian 



frontations are aggravated by the spectacle of Western 
nuclear double standards that see the West actively 
participate in the provision of nuclear technology to North 
Korea and other East Asian states, but fervently deny it to 
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan and other Arab/Islamic states. A 
■similar Western double standard on democratisation also 
generates Arab/Islamic anger; most of us in this region 
view it was overtly racist for the West to promote 
democracy in places such as the former Soviet Union, while 
accepting antidemocratic slippage in most Arab states as 
culturally inevitable. 

These trends have several negative consequences, other 
than deepening the Arab/Islamic perception of the West's 
prevailing political ideology as little more than a modem 
version of the same old racist, imperial and colonial 
attitudes of centuries past. They fortify the same Islamist 
militancy that foe West claims to fear: they increase foe 
likelihood of Arab/Islamic violence against the West, and 
Western racism and violence against Arabs/Muslims; they 
heighten strains between Christians, Muslims and Jews in 
foe Middle East itself, where these three communities had 
generally lived in impressive tolerance, coexistence and 
mutual cooperation for many centuries, until the intrusion 
of Western colonial interests; and, they aggravate domestic 
social tensions and political/economic instability in Arab/ 
Islamic countries, thereby further fuelling the rise of 
Islamis t militancy as the most attractive — often the only 
available — alternative to foe prevailing cycle of national 
collapse. 

Racism in Europe, from oar perspective, is a tor more 
complicated issue than merely the ability of Turks to live in 
German cities or French girls of North African origin to 
wear their head scarves in school. Racism against indi- 
viduals is merely foe tip of an iceberg that reaches deep into 
history, and tor across to other continents and cultures 
today. 

The most impressive aspects of this racism and anti- 
semitism issue in Europe, I would suggest, is the passionate 
manner in which the vast majority of Europeans are 
.mobilising to fight it, and ,to rid themselves of this lingering 
scar. It would be wo rt hwhi le for Arab and Islamic govern- 
ments and civic organisations to use tHfs .moment — 
especially this week of the Council of Europe's", anti-racism 
action in Europe — to grasp the full political dimensions of 
the anti-racism struggle in Europe, and, more importantly, 
to identify o pp ort u nities for the Arab/ Islami c people to 
engage in this struggle in our true persona — as one of foe 
world’s most ancient protagonists for valor and ti nman 
decency, rather than only as the recurring and hapless 
historical victims. 


Foreign policy: 
American leaders 
misread the public 


By Wiffiam Pfaff 

PARIS t— Every four years 
since 1974 the Chicago 
Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions has taken a reading on 
what Americans believe ab- 
out where their country 
stands in the workl ana 
where it should go in its 
foreign relations. 

The latest survey was 
conducted late last year, 
and the results have just 
been published. They con- 
tradict the widely held 
assumption that Americans 
today have become isola- 
tionists, but contribute to 
the evidence that Amer- 
icans are becoming in- 
creasingly isolated, out of 
touch with the world 
beyond. That is a matter for 
winch the press bears a re- 
sponsibility (and television 
a particularly heavy one). 

Interest "in news about 
local affairs has gone up by 
10 per cent in the last four 
years, while interest in 
other countries and in U.S. 
relations with those coun- 
tries has fallen. The percen- 
tage of local news interest is 
the highest in foe history of 
the survey, at 65 per cent, a 
reflection of the concern 
with domestic problems 
that helped elect Bill Clin- 
ton. The public says in this 
survey that the first three of 
foe nation’s top 10 prob- 
lems are crime, unemploy- 
ment and health care/healfo 
insurance. 

Foreign relations do not 
appear on tbat list, 
although foreign policy 
does appear as No. 10 on a 
separate list of what the 
country's leadership wor- 
ries about. (The leadership 
figures come from a sepa- 
rate polling sample of con- 
gressmen and senators, 
Clinton administration offi- 
cials, journalists, 
academics, and members of 
labour, church and interest 
groups). 

Still, Americans want the 
United States to play a 
leading world role. Asked if 
the country should “take an 
active part in world affairs” 
or "stay out,” the response 
is overwhelmingly for en- 
gagement — 65 per cent 
versus 29 per cent among 
the public, and 98 per cent 
versus 1 per cent among 
leaders. 

Moreover, 73 per cent of 
the public and 43 per'cent 
of the leaders think the 
United States will play an 
even greater role in foe 
decade to come. “Declin- 
ism” obviously has not car- 
ried the day. 

Nor is there a marked 
reluctance to use force. 
Ninety-one per cent of foe 


leaders and 54 per cent of 
foe public would support 
: ihe use of American troops 
against a Russian invasion 
a.trf Western Europe, and 
almost as many (in both 
categories) would favour 
fighting to protect Saudi 
Arabia from Iraq. Sixty per 
cent of the leadership and 
32 per cent of foe public 
would be in favour of fight- 
ing if Russia invaded Po- 
land. 

These, of course, are 
snap reactions to telephone 
questions. A considered 
judgement might be diffe- 
rent. The answers do not 
necessarily reflect a real 
grasp of the subjects at 
hand. A notorious case of 
this concerns foreign aid, 
which only 45 per cent of 
foe general public favours 
(as against 86 per cent of 
the leaders). A mneh- 
publirised survey in Janu- 
ary, made by two indepen- 
dent policy groups, 
together with an earlier 
Harris poll, found that 
Americans want aid ex- 
penditure to go down, but 
they' also believe that 15 per 
cent to 20 per cent of the 
U.S. government’s current 
spending goes to foreign 
aid. The actual aid figure, 
of course, is less than 1 per 
cent — military and nonmi- 
htary aid combined. 

The most striking result 
of the Chicago survey is 
what it Teveals about the 
differences between leaders 
and public. Leaders are 
much more strongly in 
favour of troop use to de- 
fend, American allies but 
also are lower in their sup- 
port for NATO. Public sup- 
port for the alliance is not 
far off where h was in 1974. 
On the other hand, the 
leaders — 20 years ago 
strong, positive supporters 
of NATO — were by 1990 
strongly negative in their 
attitude. 

Leaders are much more 
convinced that China wOl 
play a great world role in 
foe future than is the gener- 
al public. The public is 
much more of the opinion 
that Japan trill have fart 
role. Leaders strongly 
favour aid to Eastern ' 
Europe, Russia and Africa; 
the public attitude is nega- 
tive about all three. Among 
leaders and general public 
more are: unfavourable to 
aid for Israel. Leaders 
favour aid to the Palesti- 
nians on the West Bank and 
in Gaza. The public is un- 
favourable, Nearly half the ! 
leaders (47 per cent) are for 
U.S. arms sales abroad. 
Only 16 per cent of the 
public approves. i 
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The two 


faces of 


Fouad was so sickened by his experiences as a member of the ‘Ninjas’, part of the Algiers 
police force, that he fled to Paris. Dominique Le Guilledoux reports 


terror 


WHEN FOUAD and his 
police colleagues went on 
night assignments in 
Algiers, they wore hoods 
and leotards, carried 
kalashinkovs and popped 
pills to stay awake all night. 


They were nicknamed 
“Ninjas.” 

On one occasion, they 
turned up at the door of 
someone’s flat. Fouad, as 


always, contrived to stay 
I. His 


well in the background, 
colleagues banged on the 
door. A sleepy-looking man 
opened it. “Yon are 
Mbnrad, aren't you?” they 
asked. “Yes, my name is 
Mourad.” A shot rang out 
and the man crumpled to 
the floor. His children ran 
out as the police made off. 
It was a scene that Fouad 
experienced many times. 

The members of the 
police squad got on well 
with each other, which was 
only normal, says Fouad, 
“when you have all man- 
aged to survive with bullets 
whistling past you.” He 
occasionally complained 
about their methods, about 
they way they were willing, 
op the strength of a mere de- 
nunciation, telephone call 
or anonymous letter, to go 
and arrest, and sometimes 
execute, a man “without 
finding out if he was armed, 
if be was guilty...” 

Once, a planned police 
assault on the second floor 
of a block of flats ended in 
carnage. Fouad’s colleagues 
started shooting indiscrimi- 
nately the moment they en- 
tered the building. Fouad 
said: “Wait, we must evacu- 
ate the building instead of 
killing anyone who happens 
to be around.” His col- 
leagues replied: “Are yon 
on their side now?” 

No doubt they said that 
in a moment of anger, for 
they -knew that Fouad had 
once saved their lives in one 
of Algiers's main squares. 
That day, their squad had- 
laid a trap for a “terrorist” 
belonging to the fun- 
damentalist Armed Islamic 


Group (GIA). When he 
up for what he 


turned up 
thought was an appoint- 
ment, he smelt a rat. He 
was a kid of about 19 and. 
like many of the new Islam- 
ist hitmen, looked deliber- 
ately hip: jeans, leather 
jacket, earing, and a bum- 
bag round ms waist, con- 
cealing a revolver. 

The “terrorist” was ab- 
out to draw his gun, but 
Fouad, who as usual had 
kept in the background, 
managed to shoot first. He 
hit him in the heart and felt 
no remorse. “I knew what 
his record was, and in cases 
like that I kill. I kill know- 
ing I have proof. God 
knows that. There won’t be 
any problems with God.” 

Whenever news came in 
that a policeman had been 
lolled, his superior officers’ 


only response were: “Did 
they take his gun?” or “Did 
they take his identity card? 
He remembered bow a col- 
league who had been 
seriously wounded asked 
about the possibility of 
compensation. He got a 
dusty answer from Iris su- 
perior officer “Here you’re 
paid to die!” 

One day, at the police 
station', Fouad suddenly 
realised he was weeping. A 
memo had just come in 
from the headquarters of 
the Algiers police: any 
policeman living in an “ex- 
posed” area of town was 
strictly forbidden take his 
gun home. In other words, 
the idea was to prevent the 
guns of murdered police- 
men being recovered by the 
enemy. 

“We were no better than 
shit,” says Fouad. “And 
they wanted to turn us into 
madmen, into blood-thirsty 
beasts.” He lived in the 
Cit6 des Eucalyptus, one of 
the poorest housing estates 
in Algiers, and an Islamist 
stronghold. He slept in the 
kitchen. “There were 14 of 
us crammed into a two- 
room flat.” 

One day a strange 
rumour started up wbdh 
turned out to be true. The 
members of a family who 
were burying their son, a 
murdered policeman, re- 
fused to allow his col- 
leagues to touch the coffin 
and screamed: “It wasn’t 
the Islamists who killed 
him, it was you lot.” The 
policemen did not im- 
mediately understand the 
implications of their accusa- 
tion. 

What happened was that 
“the fairest and most liked” 
policeman in each district 
would be robbed out by the 
authorities with the specific 
purpose of “shocking and 1 
outraging people.” An 
officer who had allegedly 
been the target of an attack 
in which several of his men 
were killed was canght in' 
the act of writing threaten- 
ing letters to himself so as 
to dispel any suspicions: be 
had mounted the whole op- 
eration himself. 

A group of "Ninjas" 
once got shot in the back by 
a military patrol that was 
following them. One police 
inspector, who was univer- 
sally known to have had a 
criminal career before join- 
ing the force, confessed to 
murdering 14 of his col- 
leagues. 

Fouad remembers how 
he once chased a car whose 
occupants had just carried 
out an attack. “We man- 
aged to stick with it, and we 
were pretty pleased with 
ourselves. Then suddenly we 
saw it drive into the security 
forces barracks. 1 notified 
headquarters by radio and 
was told: ‘Mission accom- 
plished, return to the police 



station'.” 

On another occasion, a 
car full of Islamist comman- 
dos executed a policeman in 
the street. “We got its reg- 
istration number in order to 
identify the car. The 
walkie-talkie went com- 
pletely dead. In the end we 
were asked to halt onr in- 
vestigations.'’ 

Samir, Ahmad and 
Kamel are Algerian police- 
men who, like their friend 
Fouad, fled to Paris six 
months ago. They report 
similar experiences: “As 
the years went by, every- 


thing got completely mixed 
up. We were convinced that 


members of the regime 
were killing each other, that 
there was a second form of 
terrorism — a legal terror- 
ism — which was trying to 
raise the temperature. One 
couldn’t trust anybody. We 
were supposed to be fight- 
ing the GIA, but we real- 
ised that spectaular attacks 
were being riggered gy gov- 
ernment services. 

“It is difficult to see how 
the assassination of Presi- 
dent Boudiaf by a lone gun- 
man or the attack on the 
French consulate, a build- 
ing surrounded by military 
barracks, could have been 
possible without complicity 
or manipulation. There are 
people at the. bead of the 
state who have an interest 
m keeping the war on the 
bofl and postponing the mo- 
ment of reckoning — which 
would reveal how they had 
misappropriated funds, for 
example.” 

Fouad, Samir, Ahmad 
and Kamel realised that it 
was their destiny to kfll 


without knowing what for, 
and to get lolled without 
knowing by whom. 

Sometimes, on their 
night patrols, they would 
enter into a strange dia- 
logue with Islamist com- 
mandos using police radios 
they had seized in the 
course of their operations. 
Fouad heard things like: 
“Paradise is the fate of our 
dead; hell is reserved for 
yours.” He shouted back: 
“You’re up in the moun- 
tains, and meanwhile we’re 
screwing your sister.” 

The Islamists, recited 
verses from the. Koran in a 
gentle voice and said calm- 
ly: “In any case, we are 
going to loll you one by 
one. That angered Fonad: 
“If you really are a man, lay 
down your weapons, and 
well make an appointment 
and fight with our bare 
hands.” 

Once, at four o'clock in 
the morning, the patrol car 
he was in zigzagged to a halt 
at a coiner, “lheard gun- 
fire from all sides, I felt a 
bullet go through my leg. 
The policeman who was 
driving was dead, and I 
flopped over him and shut 
my eyes. When the shoot- 
ing was over, I could sense 
someone's face staring at 
me. Then they went away.” 

When be went to hospital 
for treatment, he brought 
his own drugs and dres- 
sings, and stayed there for 
as short a time as possible. 
“It’s probably one of the 
places where a policeman 
can most easily get bumped 
off,” he said. 

As the summer of 1994 
was drawing to a dose. 


Fouad could see no way of 
extracting himself from his 
predicament. He had not 
been home for more than 
a year and was sleeping in 
an office at the police sta- 
tion. 

A friend had been incau- 
tious enough to -talk in the 
corridor about “govern- 
ment provocation and man- 
ipulation.” and immediate- 
ly members of military 
security set up a watch on 
his home. Policemen who 
resigned from the force 
were assassinated. Fouad 
swore that be would keen 
his last bullet for himself, SO 
he would not have to suffer 
having his throat fiat.- 

Ramadan bad been an 
ordeal in 1994. There was 
no let-up in the wave of 
attacks. “One ended up 
forgetting about those who 
had been killed the pre- 
vious day.” Fouad was con- 
vinced the “terrorists" were 
planning an operation at 
sunset — at the very mo- 
ment when, after a day of 
fasting you can think of 
nothing but the first second 
of darkness that means you 
can eat. “I ate my supper 
on the terrace of the police 
station with my kalashnikov - 
on my knees.” 

Some policemen sus- 
pected of being double 
agents were tortured by 
their colleagues. They were 
given electric shocks, or 
were tied to a ladder and 
allowed to fall. “They 
talked. One of them went 
mad: He was prepared to 
confess to the assassination 
of Boudiaf.” 

The father of Fouad's 
finaede cancelled their mar- 


riage plans. “If Td been a 
beggar, a street sweeper, 
anything but a policeman, 
he’d have accepted me.” 
Ordinary people had long 
stopped talking to police- 
men. 

Fouad, who grew up on a 
bousing estate, had gone 
into the force because be 
liked the idea of directing 
traffic. He remembers the 
first months of his job in 
1989, when he kept his uni- 
form nicely ironed, worked 
afternoons at a major cros- 
sroads in Algiers and 
. “smiled at the. girls in the 
sun.” 

Ahmad remembers: 
“When we joined the 
police, we were the 'new 
Algerians.’ They were be- 
ginning to appoint inspec- 
tors who were too young to 
have fought in the war of 
independence. We believed 
in elections, and in ending 
violence and corruption m 
the force. We had bad legal 
training. We were posted to 
the disfricts we lived in, and 
for the people on the bous- 
ing estates it made- an ex- 
traordinary change.” 

As for Fouad,^ he just 
says: “Our credo as police- 
men was a bit like, “The 
long is dead, long live the 
king!' We were prepared to 
go along with any govern- 
ment” 

He had noticed at the 
beginning of die dv3 war 
that youngsters on his 
estate “who had done no- 
thing’’ were being arrested 
and deported to camps in 
the desert. He knew that 
the police would keep on 
arresting, torturing and re- 
leasing people “until they 


and 


could take no more 
joined the maquis.” 

Fouad learnt not to react 
when he went to the funer- 
als of 19-year-old col- 
leagues who had been be- 
headed. He said nothing 
when he was told by his 
superiors that from now on 
he would have to fire with- 
out warning at anyone be 
saw moving about about the 
streets at night. “Yet I 
knew that on the estates 
young people often took it 
in turns to their younger 
brothers sleep in their bed 
for three hours. They would 
■stand: at the bottom olstair- 
cases having a smoke.” 

He did not protest when, 
after a patrol was over, he 
was tola to go bade on the 
job: “You can’t just come 
back like that, your col- 


leagues are in trouble, go 
and b 


help them." Whenever 
he was able, to, Fouad dis- 
obeyed orders. He might, 
for example, only pretend 
to go to a place where an 
attack had taken place. 

He had no hope of find- 
ing a flat because his super- 
iors has themselves grabbed 
the new flats that were sup- 
posed to go to policemen 
like him living in GIA 
strongholds. 

IBs friend Ahmad had 
managed to slip out of 


Algiers during the holidays 
and take refuge in Paris. 


From there he wrote Fouad 
a deliberately provocative 
letter. “Stay in your shit 
since that's what you 
wanted.” Fouad replied: 
“Here it’s pure brain- 
washing. We're turning 
into vampires because we 
live so much at night. And 


we have orders to fire at 
anything that moves." 
Often Fouad would go 
down to the beach at night 
just to scream at the waves. 

When Fouad too man- 
aged to obtain permission 
to leave the country for a 
holiday, he handed in his 
police identity card just be- 
fore getting on the plane, 
but without having time to 
notify his mother. He 
joined Ahmad and the 
other refugee policemen in 
Paris. Some of them have 
found accommodation in 
suburban garages, others 
-« -are living ^with relations. 

. - They have applied for 
political asylum, but have 
no illusions about their 
chances. And while they 
wait for their visas to be 
renewed — which is also 
unlikely — they try to sur- 
vive as best they can, selling 
handbags in the corridors of 
the Paris M6tro or distribut- 
ing leaflets in the street. 

One day Fouad bumped 
into a childhood friend in 
Barb&s, a Paris district with 
a high concentration of 
Arabs, “he belonged to the 
Islamic Salvation Front and 
I was a policeman, but we 
didn’t care.” The two men 
embraced each other sever- 
al times and asked about 
their respective careers. 
Fouad says: “We got on 
well together.” 

. He feels less of a police- 
man now. “Our bosses ex- 
ploited ik too much, they 
let us down too many 
times,” he says. But he 
would dearly hire them to 
get “their just deserts.” 


Le Monde 
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4,000 settlers in the Gush 
Katif area” close to the Egyp- 
tian border. 

Mr. Ramon is a former 
minister and one of the rising 
stars of Mr. Rabin’s Labour 
Party. 

Some 5,000 settlers are still 
in the Gaza Strip where 
Palestinian self-rule was laun- 
ched in May. Israeli soldiers 
continue to be deployed 
around the settlements to 
protect them. 

Israel should “concentrate 
on solving die problem of 
unemployment which has 
reached 30 to 40 per cent of 
Palestinian workforce m the 
Gaza Strip, because it 
threatens the head of the 
autonomous authority, Yas- 
ser Arafat,” Mr. Ramon 
said. 

He also warned that until 
the delayed Palestinian elec- 
tions took place, “the peace 
process remains reversible.” 

A senior official of the 
Labour Party met Monday 
with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader, 
Yasser Arafat and said he 
was sure the two aides could 


understand we have to re- 
spect the political rights of 
the Palestinians,!! Mr. Zvtii 
added after two hours of talks 
with the Palestinian leader in 
Jericho. 

“The Labour Party’s mes- 
sage is dear. We are commit- 
ted to the peace process and 
we will do our best to see It 
succeed.” 

Mr. Arafat for his part said 
the meeting would help to 
'‘push forward the peace pro- 
cess while taking into account 
Israel's security needs." 

The two sicks have set a 
July 1 target date to reach an 
agreement on elections. 

Mr. Arafat later left 
Jericho by helicopter after a 
four-day visit to return to his 
headquarters in the Gaza 
Strip. 

He arrived in Jericho on 
Friday to meet U.S. Vice 
President A1 Gore and held a 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) cabinet meeting in 
the oasis town on Saturday. 


1st gunmen killed 17 civilians 
and wounded three others in 
the Chief region of Algeria, 
'200 kilometres -west o£ the 
capital. 

The 20 people were travell- 
ing to market in Zebouda in 
two vans from the hamlet of 
Laghounet Lahdjar when 
they were stopped at a roadb- 
lock set up by the armed gang 
last Tuesday, the paper saidT 

Radical groups in Algeria 
launched their campaign to 
topple the government after 
the military-backed gov- 
e mmn et in January 1992 can- 
celled elections mat a fun- 
damentalist party was poised 
to win. 


Afghan force, it would .be 
prepared to negotiate with 
them, Gen. Qanooni said. 
“We have no pre- 
conditions for~~negotiations- 
witfa the Talibans, only that 
they should not resort to 
fighting against us,” Gen. 
Qanooni said. 

The Defence Ministry 
would accept provincial dele- 
gates from Taliban- 
controlled provinces as part 
of a United Nations- 
sponsored peace plan. 

He stressed that Rabbani, 
whose two-year official term 
as president expired last De- 
cember, was still willing to 
transfer power under an in- 


needed supplies. 

Millions of 
been driven from 


have 

homes 


Kabul 


teroational peace plan pro- 
vided the United Nations 
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Gen. Qanooni said the role 
of the Inter-Service Intelli- 
gence (ISI) — Pakistan's sec- 
ret service which chanelled 
weapons to Afghan groups 
during their 10-year war 
against the Soviet Union — 
could also “not be ruled 
out.’ 


came up with a “practical 
me chanism ” for this process. 

Gen. Qanooni would not 
comment on whether ex- 
communist General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, who laun- 
ched an unsuccessful coup to 
topple Mr. Rabbani in Janu- 
ary 1994, would be accepted 
the president as a future 


in. the country. Food is 
able in Kabul, ~ the “scene- of 
the heaviest recent battles, 
bat is too expensive for many 
in a country that has no for- 
mal economy. 

The $2 milli on would go 
for food, transportation, and 
other humanitarian needs, 
Martin Barber, bead of the 
U.N. aid programme to 
Afghanistan, told a news con- 
ference in Islamabad. 

The world body requested 
$106 million in humanitarian 
aid for Afghanistan this year, 
but has received pledges and 
contributions of less than $30 
million so far. 

Many potential donor 
countries are reluctant to give 
when the country is still en- 
meshed in aril war. 


Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin would 
not directly confirm the re- 
port but said it was one of the 
Jewish state’s conditions in its 
peace talks with. Syria in 
Washington. 

Israel and Syria resumed 
direct talks' at ambassadorial 
level in Washington last week 
after a three-month suspen- 
sion as a result of a Mideast 
peace mission by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. 

Their ambassadors to the 
United States, Itamar Rabi- 
novich of Israel and Syria’s 
Walid Muallem, are focusing 
on security arrangements to 
follow an Israeli withdrawal 


that bis office be given the 
right to visit the men in pris- 
on. 

In the, first comment from 
an Iraqi official since the 
conviction, Mr. Saleh said: 
“We have already (tried) 
these two infiltrators accord- 


ing to Iraqi law, which pro- 
ibor- 


hibits the entering of the I 
dets according to illegal 




on the Golan Heights. 


Iraq 


Syria 
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read) a compromise on the 
next phase of Palestinian self- 


rule. 

Nlssim Zvili told reporters: 
“I am certain that we will 
reach a compromise which 
win allow the two parties to 
live in peace and security.” 
“Arafat understands 
Israel’s security needs and we 


Ruiseau suburb of the dty, 
the statement said. The kil- 
lers escaped in a vhehide that 
was waiting for them. 

Abdul Rahmani was the 
30th journalist to be mur- 
dered since May 1993 in 
attacks blamed on Muslim 
fundamentalists who have 
been at war with the secular, 
army-based government for 
the past three years. 

The daily liberte reported 
Monday that Islamic extrem- 


Defence ministry officers 
asserted that historically, 
Pakistan had always been a 
regional rival to Afghanistan, 
a neighbour “they reared and 
plotted" against to keep 
weak. 

“Pakistan wants to keep us 
divided, fighting amongst 
ourselves, so that well never 
be a threat to them,” one 
senior officer said- 
A1 though the Afghan gov- 
ernment did not recognise 
the Talibans as a legitimate 


1 the question of Hezb-e- 
Islami leader Gnlbuddin 
Hekmatyar, whose forces 
were defeated around Kabul 
in mid-February, Gen. 
Qanooni was much more 
conciliatory. . 

“We cannot deny the poli- 
tical role of Hezb or its leader 
in the future," Gen. Qanooni 
said. 

In Islamabad, Pakistan, 
the United Nations on Mon- 
day made an emergency 
appeal for $2 million in aid 
for Afghanistan, mostly for 
food and other urgently 


peace accords. 

He added that Palestinian 
leaders "have not mentioned 
anything like this. On the 
contrary they have under- 


lined Syria’s respect of the 
of Palestinians to voice 


right 
their opinions.” 

Ten Palestinian groups 
opposed to the Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
accords are based in Damas- 
cus. Besides the DFLP and 
PFLP, .they also include the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, and Islamic > 
Jihad. 


But Saadi Medhi Saleh, 
who has chaired the legisla- 
ture since 1989, suggested 
there was still room for 
leniency in handling their 
case. 

Mr. Saleh spoke to the 
Associated Press two days 
after the men were tried in an 
court. 

m of sabotage or 
could have re- 
Jted in the death sentence 


le added: “Those two de- 
tainees were entering our 
border secretly and by illegal 
manner, maybe for political 
or technical reasons. And we 
have detained them to know 
these reasons.” 

He implied that the Amer- 
icans's motivation may have 
been sabotage, saying: “We 
have no aggressive intentions 
towards those two Amer- 
icans. But we have just ap- 
plied Iraqi law according to . 
the manner we do to all the 
foreigners who are connng 
for sabotage or other political 
reasons.” 

Asked if there was room 
for leniency, given the men’s 
claim that the crossing was 
accidental, Mr. Saleh said: 
“The humanitarian doors are 
not shut to them yet." 


Ankara has denied the 
charge, which has been raised 
frequently in the past, and 
Mr. Kinkel has said he sees 
no reason to doubt the word 
of ins Turkish colleagues. 

Six Germans arrested in 
southeastern Turkey as sus- 
pected collaborators with the 
PKK on Saturday were re- 
leased on Monday, the Ger- 
man foreign ministry said. 

A ministry spokesman 
oonld not give any informa- 
tion about a Belgian photo- 
grapher and a Briton also 
reportedly detuned in Gzre, 
smith of Diyabakir, the same 
day. 

The Germans were re- 
leased from house arrest in a 
hotel at around midday and 
were on their way to Ankara, 



make their way back to Ger- 
many. 

The Belgian photographer, 
Koen Obgenhaffen, told Bel- 

S " in VTM television on Sun- 

y be and the Germans were 
detained when they refused 
to hand over their photo 
equipment. 


Turkey 


France 


r prison terms for life. 

On Sunday, Ryszard Kiys- 


tosfle, a Polish diplomat who 
heads the U.S. interest sec- 
tion in Baghdad, urged Iraq 
to free the two Americans, 
saying they are “absolutely 
innocent." 

He also said he would insist 


(Continued from page 1) 
hardware to Turkey, has ex- 
pressed concern at Ankara’s 
military campaign in Iraq. 

German rights groups and 
military experts say Turkey is 
breaking its promise to Bonn 
and using German weapon- 
ary in its campaign. 


(Continued from page 12) 

and hundreds of millions on 
Russian and Chines e arms. 

The emirate has budgeted 
$12 billion over the next de- 
cade to re-equip its armed 
forces. 

The boats’ weapons have 
yet to be subcontracted. The 
boats are doe to be delivered 
over tiie next four years. 
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Egyptian president opens 
meeting on African economy 


Dollar breathes easy as sellers fade 
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CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
Monday opened an African 
foreign ministers meeting on 

the economy of the world’s 
poorest continent with a call 
for solving its growing debts 
problem. 

’‘Debts have reached a 
level beoyond that of the 
African countries’ ability, 
especially at a time when they ' 
are subject to pressure after 
the implementationof ■ 
structural reform program- 
mes and liberalising trade,” 
President Mubarak told more 
than 30 African ministers tak- 
ing part in the- two-day meet- 
ing. 

He added that “$300 bil- 
lion of African debts is a 
terrifying number, putting in 
consideration all the de- 
teriorating economic condi- 
tions among the continent’s 
countries." 

President Mubarak warned 
that economic and social de- 
velopment cannot be 
achieved without putting an 
end first to several aimed 
conflicts in the continent, in- 
cluding civil wars. 

“We will not be able to 

Israeli 
cabinet 
approves 
tax cut 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
AP) — Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s cabinet has 
Approved a tax cut that would 
*ave middle income Israelis 
:he equivalent of $400 mil- 
ion. 

The tax cut, which is to go 
nto effect in September, was 
>assed by a vote of 10-7. It 
■rill reduce income tax for 
sraehs earning more than 
>.500. shekels ($2200) a 
nonth on average by about a 
enth. 

. Cabinet ministers who 
>pposed the plan charged it 
vould increase the gap be- 
ween rich and poor, and 
^position leaders main- 
lined it was aimed at bol- 
stering Mr. Rabin's sagging 
,3pubiity ahead of elections 
teted tiled for 19%. 

Finance Minister Avraham 
ihohat said the intention was 
o ease the burden on die 
>00,000 Israelis — about a 
juar.er of wage earners — 

•• ho together pay 80 per cent 
'l ail income tax. 

“The people who pay more 
have to be rewarded," 
2>- or.cmics Minister Shimon 
•Street told reporters. 

3 ’.it Labour Minister Ora 
'iamir said she preferred to 
dso reduce taxes on poorer 
s-aelis. 

ine tax cut is part of a 
rider-raging plan presented 
•y Mr. Sbohat last week that 
:.so included an interest rate 
rut by the central bank. 


‘■aamuts 


face our challenges as long as 
destructive contacts continue 
to exist between some of our 
countries, or even among 
people of the same country, 
he said. 

He called for the activation 
of the so-called African 
conflict-resolution mechan- 
ism which African leaders 
approved in an earlier sum- 
mit. 

In his speech. President 
Mubarak emphasised the im- 
portance of enhancing inter- 
African trade which now 
stands at five per cent of die 
continent’s total trade. He 
called for measures to con- 
front the negative short and 
medium term effects of the 
GATT agreement on African 
countries. 

The ministers, whose coun- 
tries are members of the 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty, win seek to approve a 
"Cairo declaration" on eco- 
nomic and social develop- 
ment in Africa. 

A draft released ahead of 
the two-day meeting, entitled 
“Relaunching Africa’s Eco- 
nomic and Social Develop- 
ment,” said the ministers 
would try to minimise threats 


to Africa’s precious commod- 
ity exports from implementa- 
tion of the Uruguay Round 
GATT agreements. 

The draft says govern- 
ments should set np business 
guidelines to promote foreign 
investment in Africa — cur- 
rently just two per cent of 
direct foreign investment in 
the developing world. 

The declaration also says 
African states, highly depen- 
dent on cash from their com- 
modity exports, should re- 
spond to the erosion of inter- 
national trade preferences 
caused by the GATT agree- 
ment by boosting intra- 
African commerce. 

It says member states, 
while aiming to promote their 
cash crops for exports, can- 
not afford to ignore the press- 
ing needs of thieir own hungry 
populations. 

The text urges African 
countries to set aside at least 
one per cent of GDP to de- 
velop science and technolo- 
gy. it urges them to mod- 
ernise their rudimentary in- 
dustrial base and redouble 
efforts to explore and de- 
velop energy resources. 


Greece cut in two 
by tax rebels, 
transport chaos 


ATHENS (R) — Greek far- 
mers. in open revolt against a 
new Socialist tax law, vowed 
Monday to keep up a week- 
long blockade which has 
caused transport chaos by 
cutting the country’s main 
north-south overland links. 

Hundreds of tractors, 
many flying Greece’s blue 
and white flag, are now 
blocking road and rail tines 
between Athens and the 
main northern port city of 
Salonika, effectively cutting 
tiie country in two. 

Despite repeated pleas by 
the Socialist government to 
give np the protest, the far- 
mers’ resolve showed no.sign 
of weakening Monday. 

"We’re not leaving. We’ll 
stay here until Easter if our 
demands aren’t met," one 
farmer told a television inter- 
viewer. Orthodox Easter is 
on April 23. 

The revolt has caused traf- 
fic chaos, sent vegetable 
prices soaring, begun to 
choke off petrol supplies and 
is growing into a major show- 
down with tiie Socialist gov- 
ernment 

State Railway Company 
(OSE) President George Pet- 
sos said Monday he would 
sue those obstructing trains. 
He estimated the dispute was 
costing OSE more than 100 
million drachmas ($425,000) 
a day. 

Shopkeepers and mer- 
chants have joined the tax 


revolt as well, calling a 
nationwide strike on 
Wednesday. They have shut 
shops sporadically around 
Greece for two weeks and 
occupied government offices. 

The main complaint 
against the law is a set of 
"assessment criteria" which 
determines the minimum tax 
that non-salaried workers 
must pay. regardless of their 
declared income. 

The law, passed by parlia- 
ment last year, aims to force 
the country’s notorious le- 

f 'on of tax evaders to pay up. 

conomists estimate the 
black economy at some $30 
to $45 billion a year. 

The farmers’ demands 
have grown to include a list of 
items including higher pro- 
duce prices, lower fuel prices 
and Greece’s withdrawal 
from various international 
farm accords. 

"These mobilisations... are 
the final spasms of whole 
groups of people who want to' 
retain their exemption from 
paying taxes," Finance 
Minister Alexandres Papado- 
poulos said. 

National Economy Minis- 
ter Yannos Papandoniou told 
reporters after crisis talks 
with other senior ministers on 
Monday: "The mobilisations 
by a small number of fanners 
constitute a negative de- 
velopment. They harm socie- 
ty as a whole." 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
clambered to firmer ground 
Monday as sellers shied 
away, wary that authorities 
could swing into action to 
ward off attacks in a week 
when Germany and the Un- 
ited States will ponder in- 
terest rates. 

“If there is going to be 
coordinated action to help 
the dollar this is the week to 
do it.” said David Coleman, 
treasury adviser at invest- 
ment bank ODBC Wood Gun- 
dy. 

Elsewhere, Wall Street’s 
record high close on Friday 
kick-started European .stock 
markets as German and 
French shares surged more 
than one per cent in early 
trading. 

The dollar held comfort- 
ably above 1.41 marks and 89 
yen in morning European 
trading, after me Bank of 
Japan supported it aggres- 


Home sales 
in U.S. fall 
sharply 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
News of a sharp' drop in U.S. 
borne sales in February 
added to signs that the eco- 
nomy is slowing Monday, a 
day before the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) meets to decide 
whether to raise interest rates 
further. 

Sales of existing homes fell 
five per cent in February 
after a revised four per cent 
drop in January, surprising 
markets, which had been ex- 
pecting a fall of less than one 
per cent. 

The slowdown was seen as 
being largely due to higher 
mortgage rates, the result of 
moves by the Fed to raise 
interest rates seven times in 
the past 13 months to try to 
rein in sharp, economic 
growth before it led to higher 

infla tion. 

The increases have taken 
the average interest rate on a 
30-year home mortgage to 
8.77 per cent, compared to 
7.15 per cent in February last 
year — a difference in 
monthly payments of some 
$140 on a loan of $100,000. 

The-February home sales 
figures added to a growing 
list of economic indicators 
suggesting that the rate in- 
creases were having the de- 
sired effect, although some 
economic data are still surg- 
ing ahead unabated. 

Even before Monday's 
home sales figures, most 
analysts were expecting the 
Fed to adopt a wait and see 
attitude when its policy- 
making open markets com- 
mittee meets Tuesday, and 
not move again on interest 
rates until the economic 
trend becomes clearer. 

Economic figures for Janu- 
ary and February have come 
in extremely mixed, and 
several Fed governors have 
expressed the opinion that 
the effects of the past year’s 
rate hikes have not yet trick- 
led through. 
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sively overnight, dealers said. 

Talk that Japan may ease 
its official interest rate to 
limit the soaring yen also 
allowed the dollar to catch its 
breath. "While that specula- 
tion remains, doUar/yen is 
going to remain well under- 
pinned,” said Adam Chester, 
bond strategist at Yamaachi 
International in London. 

The U.S. and German cen- 
tral banks will meet to con- 
sider monetary policy on 
Tuesday and Thursday re- 
spectively. Analysts do not 
expect them to alter interest 
rates — a factor which could 
knock the dollar off its ledge 
later in the week. 

Germany, torn between 
pressure to ease credit and 
quell a punishingly high mark 
and a need to subdue infla- 
tionary fears, may bow to 
price pressures and keep the 
cost of credit unchanged, 
analysts say. 


“Towards the end of the 
week we may see some set- 
back in tbe dollar on the 
mark if the FOMC (Federal 
Open Market Committee) 
don’t do anything and buba 
leave rates unchanged " Mr. 
Chester said. 

Last week Bundesbank 
President Hans Tietmeyer 
appeared to rule out a cat in 
rates as a response to imba- 
lances in the foreign ex- 
change market which have 
seen European currencies 
and the dollar strike record 
lows against the mark this 
month. 

The German unit was 
slightly firmer in early trading 
on Monday. 

On tbe stock exchanges, 
German and French shares 
retreated from early highs 
but still dung to double-digit 
gains. 

London's market — 
Europe’s largest — climbed a 


few points but was off tbe 
day’s best, although tech- 
nically strong due to a shor- 
tage of stock. The FTSE 100 
index breached the 3,150 bar- 
rier on Friday and made an 
unsuccessful attempt at a 
fresh hurdle some 20 points 
higher. 

Dealers said die market 
was nervy in the wake of Wall 
Street's 50.8 point climb on 
Friday — its seventh new 
dosing high in 11 sessions. 

The U.S. market is storm- 
ing ahead on hopes the 
Federal Reserve had man- 
aged to engineer a "soft land- 
ing” for tbe booming eco- 
nomy. 

Tokyo’s nikkci-225 index 
ended a sharp 2.20 per cent 
up at 16,096.25. Brokers said 
the rise was a mere correction 
after six days of falls, and that 
sentiment had not improved 
much from last week. 


Israel-EU trade talks 
at impasse, official says 


TEL AVIV (R) — Negotia- 
tions between the European 
Union (EU) and Israel aimed 
at finalising a new economic 
accord reached an impasse at 
the weekend over agricultu- 
ral issues, an Israeli agricul- 
ture ministry official said. 

Tzvi Alon, the agriculture 
ministry’s representative at 
tiie trade talks, said in a 
Sunday statement that the 
negotiations were held in "an 
atmosphere that was not 
good, without real intent to 
conclude (negotiations) suc- 
cessfully.” 

No immediate EU com- 
ment was available. 

Mr. Alon said the EU had 
pressured Israel over the 
years to limit import duties 
on food products and prop- 
osed this be explicitly defined 


in the accord. 

"This week, when Israel 
agreed to this in principle, it 
became apparent that the EU 
was not prepared to do the 
same at its end," Israel's agri- 
culture ministry said in a 
statement. 

Israel and the European 
Union have been negotiating 
this accord for months. 
Israel's foreign ministry has 
openly supported the accord 
despite strong objections 
from both the agriculture and 
industry and trade ministries. 

The agriculture ministry is 
mainly concerned with Israeli 
exports of grapes, flowers, 
oranges and meat and has 
been seeking more favour- 
able terms on shipments of 
these goods to the EU. 

Israel this week agreed to 


Short of meat and milk, 
Cubans turn to soybeans 


HAVANA (R) — Faced with 
severe shortages of beef and 
cow’s milk, Cuba is stepping 
up production of protein-rich 
soy products such- as soy 
yoghurt, soy ice-cream ana 
soyburgers. 

Food Industry Minister 
Alejandro Roca said plans 
are under way to boost soy- 
bean production to replace 
essential, customary foods. 

Soybeans were never an 
important component of the 
Cuban diet. Most Cubans say 
they will eat products like 
soyburgers if there is nothing 
else, but will continue to 
dream about beef, pork, 
chicken and butterfat-riefa 
ice-cream which are tradi- 
tional Cuban soul foods. 

Under Cuba's present 
rationing system, all children 
under seven years of age re- 
ceive a quart (0.9 litres) of 
cows' milk a day bnt those in 
other age groups receive only 
a few cans of items like con- 


densed milk a month. 

Yoghurt, ice cream and 
cream cheese made from 
cow's milk were in abundant 
supply until a few years ago, 
but have seen a steep decline 

Limited food supplies are 
one symptom of economic 
troubles m Cuba, struggling 
both under a U.S. trade 
embargo and the loss of aid 
from its former ally, the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Roca said the produc- 
tion of yoghurt made from 
soy milk will reach 40,000 
tonnes this year compared to 
11,000 last year, with a goal 
of 100,000 tonnes by 1996. 

Since the mid-eighties, the 
ground (minced) meat re- 
ceived by Cuban families 
under the strict system of 
food rationing has contained 
a substantial portion of soy 
meal. Tbe official meat ration 
in Havana is three-quarters 
of a pound (about one third 
of a kilo) every ten days. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen. 



“You were breathing really heavy 
during that kiss! You were thinking 
about our bills again, weren’t you?” 





Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
Jour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g. by Henri Arnold and Mike A/gbrlon 


LOBOD 


NYGAM 


PINELP 


REBARN 


WHAT THE WELL 
PI6GER5 THOUGHT 
OF THEIR WORK. 



Now arrange the carded letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


Print answer here: 


Jumbles: BLOOM QUEE 
Answer How the city sTdf 
•COW-ERED’ 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FORCED 


grant more favourable terms 
to EU exports but the EU 
refused in turn to exempt 
Israeli goods from "strict 
limitations," die statement 
said without elaborating. 

The statement also charged 
that with regard to the parti- 
cipation of Finland, Sweden 
and Austria in the EU, the 
latest proposal for Israeli ex- 
ports to these countries could 
iead to millions of dollars in 
losses for Israel. 

“The Europeans have all 
the reasons to improve terms 
for our exports. They got a 
fair deal from us for their 
goods and if they do not 
reciprocate, a real crisis will 
erupt which, within a few 
months, will cause great dam- 
age to both sides," Mr. Alon 
warned. 


Oman 
outlines 
major gas 
liquefaction 
project 

DOHA (AFP) — Tbe Gulf 
state of Oman has released 
details of its first gas liquefac- 
tion project, which it said 
would cost around $8 billion 
and produce over six million 
tonnes per year. 

The project will target the 
Far East and other countries 
and the Omani government 
has been involved in negotia- 
tions with potential buyes to 
get one of tbe biggest gas 


get one of tbe biggest gas 
projects in the region off the 
ground. 

"The final investment deci- 
sion is scheduled for mid- 
1996, with the plant ready for 
start-up at the end of 1999 
and first cargo in early 2000," 
said Khalifa Ibn Mubarak AI 
Hinai, director general of the 
gas and petroleum industries 
department at tbe Omani oil 
ministry. 

Mr. Hinai, speaking at a 
key gas conference uj the 
Gulf state of Qatar, said the 
project had two main phases 
— upstream and down- 
stream. 

The upstream phase in- 
volves the appraisal of the 
gas, its subsequent develop- 
ment and production and us 
transport by pipeline to the 

S " 'action plant, be said, 
g this part would be 
fully owned fry tbe Omani 
government. 

The downstream project 
comprises gas liquefaction, 
shipping ana marketing. It is 
being undertaken by the gov- 
ernment as a 51 per cent 
owner. Hie other sharehol- 
ders include Shell Overseas 
Trading Ltd, Total, Partex 
(Oman) Corporation, Mitsu- 
bishi, Mutsui and Itocho. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MARCH 28, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Come to a better meeting of the 
minds with associates and increase your productivity today. You can 
make-a fine impression on them now by what you accomplish. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be morc coopc rati ve with associates 
and establish more harmony today. Routine duties should be 
handled with precision for prosperity to occur. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Be quick in seizing a new opportunity 
to advance in your line of endeavour now handle business affair: 
wisely and be pleased to take on any situation occurs. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You are able to gain a 
cherished aim today. Be sore not to neglect important routines 
thereby you can think constructively. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Come to a greater accord with 
associates so that you can work more faaimonionsly with them. Make 
plans for the days ahead with any project. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Plan your activities early, 
since the planets arc favourable this morning. You have' excellent 
ideas that should be put into operation now to get the best results. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is the time to pul a 
special talent you have to work to gain the recognition you deserve. 
Sidestep one who is belligerent to yon and inaccurate also. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You arc now inspired a nd 
can find new activities through which to express yourself. Avoid a 
foe today who has a knack for showing up at the wrong tune. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Have a serious talk 
with the one you love and patch up any differences you have before 
you go to bed this evening. Relax at home tonight for peace of mind. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You can reach a far 
better understanding with an associate now and get much more 
accomplished by going directly to the issues. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can be gregarious 
now and gain excellent results. Your bunches arc accurate today so 
use them to benefit you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Try to entertain your associates 
now and come to a better understanding. Find a better way to gam 
the favour of a friend which will benefit you. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword *1^ 



ACROSS 
1 Loud noise 
5 Wofure 

10 Stale of uneon- 


14 American 
author. James 

15 Garden arbor 

16 Tet — 

17 Dty on the Mrs 

18 Be angry 

19 Cheat sound 

20 Devotee 

22 TVread holders 
24 Woe Is met 

26 GitCfl 

27 Filches 

31 Glossy paint 

35 Unned 

36 Chews 
persistently 

38 To (tarn — 
perfect ution. .* 

39 Type of type: 
abts. 

41 Asparagus urw 

43 Pisovorous MO 

44 More pleasant 
46 Composer Erik 

48 Assistance 

49 Peevishly 
sensitive 

51 Gators and 

a ocs 

53 — off (tmie) 

65 I (-humored 
56 Aurora — 

GO Hidden gunman 

64 hedge to 
restrain cattle 

65 Shin lealure 

87 Medium or small 
68 Scrawny 
89 Excite joy in 

70 Raison tf— 

71 Make -meet 

72 Unite at force 

73 Hemng tun 

DOWN 

1 AS — 

2 Utm some 
cheese 

3 Social mtsfti 

4 Kindly 

5 Casts no vote 

6 Morse code 
symbol 


HM MM* MdhJiJ 
MH biHH MH 
MU *!■■■■ MH 
MHM MHMIH 

■ ihi am ■ 

■mm Huaaa 

mi inia auu 

Mia ama am 

ama ama am 

amma amuim 
■■ ama ama . 
aaauna amaaa 

aim aim ama 
§§■■ annnn am 
■■■■ aaaaa aaaa 


C i MS Tibn uada Sancea. inc 
UflgmsiawwM 


7 Is Indebted to 

8 Gleans 

9 Expensive fur 

10 Hearts or rummy 

11 Racetrack 

12 Distance 
measure 

13 Wide sts. 

21 Woodan-soted 
shoe 

23 Nursemaid 
25 Breaks suddenly 

27 Specific moment 

28 Loosen 

£9 Show emotion 
30 Curse 

32 Upright 

33 Ford orKov&cs 

34 Yorkshire city 
37 dulled 

40 Podia 
42 Inoahre replies 
45 Plflhltess Bird 
47 Vlngt— 

50 Squealed 
52 Spring Moorra 
54 Oner 
50 Tree trunk 


Puzzle Solved: 


PBE3P □□□□ LiQUEHJ 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□HQ □□□□ QQQQQ 

UULJUDLJ □□□□ □□□ 
__GiaD[3 QLJDQQU 
ODD • UUQQOUU □ DO U 
□QHB □□□ □□□□ 

QdaDQLlOUPQQ BQQ 
□qqbqlj □□□□ 

□□□ Bonn GErauan 

QEJQna QljOD □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
UDDGD □□□□ auuu 


57 Yoked beasts 

58 Understand 

59 Connery 

61 Kind of helmet 


62 Pound 
63PrtmUvewM 
Instrument 
66 Corroded 


sines 










^ r. s 
.. -tf ■ ’ . 






fir;..-. . ; 


A 


rt 

- t; , k 

.'v ■ •• 
*" ' s V 


7 : W,. . 


- .j . 

7'- * '-J. 


• ■■ c 



















JORDAN -TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 199S 


*SB£ 


pr-z ^ 

ip'* 

ir /^. V-“ /.. •' ' 

s5?c^ 

*SS$£ 




22 **^ 

”*he firm 

ia«5S 


Ports 

Corporation 
plans better 
shipping role 
for Aqaba 
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i Hr THE PORTS Corpora- 
tion has prepared a new reg- 
ulation that includes new 
bases for owning and operat- 
ing vessels in Aqaba. The 
new regulation, to be discus- 
sed later by the Council of 
Ministers, wiQ remove all 
obstacles that have prevented 
people and companies from 
owning and registering ves- 
sels in Jordan. According to 
Dureid Mahasneb, director- 
general of the Ports Corpora- 
tion, the new regulations will 
provide comprehensive tax 
exemptions and win encour- 
age foreign companies to in- 
vest by owning and register- 
ing vessels in Jordan. He 
that by having ves- 
sels registered in Jordan with 
Jordanian flag, the Kingdom 
will be able to save large 
amounts which, otherwise, 
would have been paid as 
freight fees. 

Dr. Mahasneh pointed out 
that the new regulation 
would provide wide employ- 
ment opportunities for many 
Jordanians specialised in 
marine services and that 
would greatly benefit the 
Treasury (A1 Ra’i). 
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☆☆ THE MUNICIPALITY 
of Greater Amman will begin 
reasphalting a number of 
mam and secondary roads in 
Amman on April 1. Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi said the 
municipality finished award- 
ing the necessary tenders and 
gave instructions to contrac- 
tors to start the work attfhe- 
beginning of next month. A 
JD 3.5 nnlhon had been aUbr- 
cated for this month (AJ 
Ra’i). 
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.jfr* THE JORDAN Pet- 
roleum Refinery Company 
(JPRC) will be distributing 
unleaded petrol from Satur- 
day. The unleaded petrol, 
winch does not suit most cars 


in Jordan, will be selling for 
350 fils a litre and wifi be 


Li ■>■+,! ; 

3# > Ti*: V- 
l. p'. -he "r>- - 
-s -.Tf -rr - ' 

K-TT ’•••* 
d at*.*--! i:.* -* 


available at the JPRC station 
in Jabal Amman and A1 Bmj 
station on the Seventh Circle. 
Special petrol costs 300 fils 
per litre while ordinary petrol 
sells at 220 fils a litre (A1 
Aswaq). 
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ACCORDING TO Wa- 
jih Hamdi, Egyptian ambas- 
sador in Jordan, Egypt is 
studying the possibility of 
supplying natural gas to Jor- 
dan. The ambassador said the 
subject was raised by Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
Minister Samih Darwazeh 
during the meetings of the 
Higher Jordanian-Egyptian 
Joint Committee in Cairo two 
weeks ago (AJ Dustour). 


TOTAL ASSETS of the 
Central Bank surged by JD 
39 milli on last month to reach 
JD 3,155.9 million at the end 
of February compared to JD 
3,116.9 minion at the end of 
January 1995 (AJ Dustour). 



** THE NATIONAL 
Jordanian Aluminium Foils 
Company, a public share- 
holding company registered 
at the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade on Feb. 22, 1995 
with an authorised JD 1.4 
million capital, is Boating 
JD 350,000 shares at JD 1 
par value for public subscrip- 
tion. The company plans to 
spend JD 800,000 to buy 

land, build a plant and ac- 


quire equipment and vehi- 
cles. The remaining amount 


des. The remaining amount 
will be used as a working 
capital and reserves for 
emergency needs. Main 
founders of the company are: 
Ahmad Tewfik Aral Ronb 

S 5 70,000), the Premier 
mpany for National In- 


vestments (JD 70,000), 
Fayez Sharari A! Fayez 
(JD 70,000), Khaled Abdul 
Rahman A1 Khatib, a 
Lebanese, (JD 30,000), 
Zuhair Mihyar (JD 30,000), 
Daoud A! Far (JD 30,000) 
and Basima AI Nabulsi 
(JD 30,000). Snbcription, 
which starts April 1 and ends 
i April 20, 1995, should be for 
a t nmimmn 200 shares with 
only 25 per cent of the value 
to be paid- The remaining 75 
per cent of the cost is to be 
paid over the next four years 
(Ai Ra’i). 


Economic slowdown hits Saudi bank profits 


DUBAI (R) — An economic 
slowdown in Saudi Arabia 
and falls in world bond mar- 
kets last year hit 1994 bank 
profits in the oil-rich king- 
dom, bankers said Monday. 

They said prospects for the 
kingdom's banks in 1995 did 
not appear much brighter. 

Although assets of 11 of 
the country’s 12 banks that 
have announced their results 
so far grew in 1994, five saw 
profits decline between 7.6 
per cent and 36.9 per cent 
Profit growth of the other 
banks was generally slower 
titan in previous yean. 

Riyad Bank, the second 
largest in die kingdom, reg- 
istered the 36.9 decline m 
profits, winch the bank said 
was due to unfavourable con- . 
ditions on world financial 
markets. 


But all banks remain pro- 
fitable and bankers said they 


Bank did well and the Saudi 
American Bank notched pro- 
fit growth of 7J2 per cent. 

But die bankers said the 
public spending cuts and a 
growing private sector role in 
the economy are pressuring 
banks to lend money they do 
not have. 

“We haven’t got money to 
lend. It is as simple as that 
The liquidity here has been 
dty for months now and it is 
highly unlikely that that 
situation is going to improve 
this year,” one senior banker 
said. 

Figures compiled by Un- 
ited Saudi Commercial Bank 
(USGB) showed the 11 banks 
lent 121 billion riyals ($32 
billion) in 1994, up 12J2 per 
cent from 107 billion ($28 
billion) in 1993. 

Bat the economic slow- 
down has slowed customer 


are encouraged by the gov- 
ernment’s recent macroeco- 
nomic moves, which included 
slashing projected 1995 pub- 
lic spending, raising the 
prices of public utilities and 
starting to repay billions of 
dollars in arrears owed to 
contractors. 

National Commercial 


, which edged up fay 
> per cent to 223 bif- 


only 3.3 per cent to 223 bil- 
lion rivals ($59 billion) in 
1994. This in turn has res- 
tricted die amount of money 
banks can lend on to busi- 


Saudi Arabia, like other 
Golf Arab states, is suffering 
a slow-down because of foil- 
ing world oil prices and huge 
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financial commitments and 
bankers said they were now 
receiving less government de- 
posits and repatriated private 
funds. 

“The 1994 results of banks 
were mixed largely due to 
different positioning in bond 
holdings, one banker said. 
“There is a lot of unrealised 
loss on bond positions and 
some interest rate losses as 
well as derivatives losses.” 

Saudi banks usually have 
significant exposure in world 
bond markets, which took a 
sharp downturn in 1994. 

Bankers did not expect 
high growth this year. 


“All budgeting for 1995 is 
with no growth in balance 
sheets, deposits or loans but 


reasonable increases in pro- 
fits purely from tbe benefit of 
the rise of interest rates,” one 
said. 

But one encouraging sign 
for banks was government 
moves to repay part of its $5 
bflhon estimated debt to con- 
tractors. 

The Saudi Arabian Monet- 
ary Agency (SAMA), the 
country’s central bank, on 
March 15 issued special 
bonds to dear some of this. 
Bankers said it has also been 
making some cash payments. 


Hie bonds, with maturities 
of up to two years, can be 
cashed at tire banks, probably 
at a discount, or used as 
collateral for loans. Some of 
the debts have been overdue 
for years. 

Some bankerstbeheved this 
would inject liquidity into the 
market But others remain 
sceptical and wanted to see 
how tbe new bonds were 
handled before judging their 
impact 

uSCB figures showed 
banks’ total assets rose 3.9 
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Investments in 
Jebel Ali top $3b 


DUBAI, United Aral? Emi- 
rates (AP) — Private invest- 
ment in the Jebel AH free 
zone, one of the premier free 
zones in the Middle East, 
topped S3 billion ax the 
end of last year, an official 
said Monday. 

Sultan Bin Sulayem, direc- 
tor of the zone and the Dubai 
Ports Authority, said 73S 
companies were operating in 
the zone at the end of 1994. 

Of these, 200 companies 
are in manufacturing,- 181 in 
warehousing and distribu- 
tion, 217 in trading and 137 in 
the services sector. 

In terms of capital invest- 
ment. manufacturing 


meat, - manufacturing 
accounted for more than 83 
per cent of the private invest- 
ment, Mr. Sulayem said. 

Apart from the Middle 
East, and especially the Gulf, 
Europe has emerged as a 
major investor in the zone. 

The Middle East 
accounted for tbe- largest 
number of companies with- 
282, including 229 from with- 
in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar and the UAE: 

There are 176 European 


firms from 23 countries and 
48 from the subcontinent — 
124 from India, 23 from 
Pakistan and one from Sri 
Lanka. 

The Far East is repre- 
sented by 27 companies from 
Japan and 14 from Hong 
Kong. There are also 33 U-S- 
companies, with seven from 
Canada and two from Bermu- 
da. 

There are 10 from sub- 
Saharan Africa, four from 
Central and South America 
and two from Australia. 

Competition from other re- 
gional zones is growing as the 
neighbouring emirate of Abu 
Dhabi recently announced it 
will set up three industrial 
zones. 

ban, across the Gulf, has 
several free zones and other 
Gulf countries are said to be 
streamlining their zone op- 
erations to make them more 
attractive to international in- 
vestors. 

Mr. Sulayem said that the 
Dubai zone has achieved a 
balanced economic profile 
with a wide range of activi- 
ties, from manufacturing 
through distribution to ser- 
vices. 


Real estate glut 
hits China after 
construction boom 


BEDING (AFP) — China 
had more than four trillion 
yuan ($480 billion) of unsold 
real estate at tbe end of 1994, 
with tiie high prices of luxury 
projects creating a market 
glut, the official Xinhua news' 
agency has reported. 

Feng Jun, an official with 
the ministry of construction’s 
real estate, department, said 
the surplus space resulted 
from a speculative boom 
from 1991 through the first 
half of 1993, but added 
growth of the sector had now 
been brought under control. 

Total investment in the 
sector in 1994 exceeded 170 
biffion yuan, w> 41.3 per cent 
over 1993. While the rise 
remained .large, it ijevertbe- 
less Tepresetftetr a drop of 80 
ptttehfoge pmhts^compafed ' 
with that of 1993 Oyer 1992. 

“Macroeconomic controls 
(introduced in mid-1993) 
have curbed the speculation 
by restoring order by forcing 
a large number of unqualified 
real estate developers out of 
business,** it said: 

Attention has shifted from 


; luxuty projects to standard 
[ bousing, which now account 
’ for 80 per cent of all ongoing 
i construction, it said, adding 
. that the ministry regards this 


proportion as “appropriate. 

* “More developers have 


: shifted their investment to 
• much-needed standard hous- 
ing from up-scale villas or 
office buildings, of which 
there’s actually been a glut on 
. the market dne to exorbitant 
prices, "Mr Feng was quoted 


: as saying. 

In a bid to force real estate 


companies to shift their focus 

* to building housing for ordin- 

• ary Chinese people, the gov- 
ernment this year introduced 
a ban on approvals for new 
up-market projects. 

WcsteVd .chartered sur- 
! veypisintCtiifaa said the strict 
•enforcement of a blanket ban 
would be “ridiculous.” 

“The gjut is concentrated 
in southern China — in Shan- 
ghai and, in particular, Bcij- 
‘mg, high-quality office and 
residential space is still in 
very short supply,” said one 
property consultant. 
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Brazilian Grand Prix 


Berger named winner after disqualifications 



SAO PAULO (AFP)- Fer- 
rari’s Gerbard Berger was 
awarded victory in the Brazi- 
lian Grand Prix Sunday after 
reigning World Champion 
Michael Schumacher and 
David Coutlhard, who were 
first across die fine, were 
disqualified for using illegal 
fuel. 

Analysis of the fuel in 
Schumacher's Benetton Re- 
nault and Coulthard's Wil- 
liams Renault “showed dis- 
tinct differences" from the 
standard fuel samples submit- 
ted by the French Elf com- 
pany before the season 
started, race stewards said. 

The announcement was 
made some five-and-a-half 
hours after the end of the 
race — the opening round of 
the 1995 World Cham- 
pionship — and both Wil-. 
Liams and Benetton gave 
notice of appeal, which must 
be confirmed within a week. 

Disqualifying the two lead- 
ers moved Finn Mike Hak- 
kinen in a McLaren Mer- 
cedes into second place while 
Berger’s Ferrari teammate 
Jean Aiesi of France took 
third spot. 

Britain’s Mark Blundell in 
the second McLaren was 
fourth. Blundell's fuel was 
also tested but found to con- 
form to the standard sample, 
the FIA said. 

Berger, who waited at the 
track for the result, said: 
“I'm happy. If the other cars 
didn't meet the rules, well 
that's too bad. That's why we 
have rules.” 

The Austrian driver said he 
was “just happy to have 10 
points.” 

Reminded that he was now 
leading the world cham- 
pionship, Berger laughed and 
said: “that would be nice if 
this was the last race of the 
season.” 

Schumacher and Coulthard 
had long left the Interiagos 
track when the decision was 
announced. Coulthard was 
flying back to Britain and 
Schumacher bad left for a 
secret vacation resort in Bra- 
zil. 

A spokesman for Schu- 
macher confirmed that the 
teams would appeal. 

“Elf are quite confident 
their fuel is exactly to the 
rules, and that the testing 
methods used here are 


wrong," he said. 

The tests were carried out 
by the Federation' Interna- 
tioani de L’Automobile 
(FIA) with a special travell- 
ing laboratory usaed here for 
the first time. 

The disqualifications 
meant that only eight of the 
26 starters officially finished. 

There had been warning 
signs of what was to come 
when Benetton and Williams 
were fined $30,000 earlier in 
the day because of using 
illegal fuel during the qual- 
ifying. 

After the fine was 
announced a subdued Schu- 
macher had said he had not 
known about the problem 
while Coulthard made no 
comment. 

After the race Schumacher 
bad been “more than happy” 
with his performance. He 
admitted he bad not believed 
he could win the race. 

“I would have settled for 
second or third place as we 
were a little pit behind the 
Williams,” he said. 


Praising the Renault en- 
gine the team has started 
using this year, he said it was 
“a nice situation to be able to 
pass Ferraris and McLarens 
on the straight.” 

Schumacher finished the 
71-lap, 305-076 kins race in 
lhr 38 min 34.154secs at an 
average speed of 186.919 kph 
— just 8.060 seconds ahead 
of Coulthard. 

Berger was a lap down. 

Schumacher had beaten 
pole man Damon Hill in the 
other Williams from the start, 
which he said he “couldn't 
believe because we have had 
problems starting and this is 
the first real start I've made” 
in the new car. 

He led until making his 
first pit stop on lap 18, put- 
ting Hill in the lead, but led 
again when Hill’s gearbox 
failed and the Eng lishm an 
spun of. 

Schumacher made his 
second fuel stop on lap 35 to 
put Coulthard in the lead, but 
the Scot iir turn had to come 
in for fuel and Schumacher 


was back in command, lead- 
ing comfortably to the flag. 

The race on a bumpy Inter- 
iagos circuit with cars that 
have bad little testing took a 
heavy mechanical toll. Only 
15 of the 26 starters lasted 
half the distance. 

The McLaren results were 
remarkable considering the 
team’s serious problems in 
testing with a car that hand- 
led badly and was uncomfort- 
ably tight for the drivers — so 
much so that Nigel Mansell 
had to be replaced by the 
smaller Bluinaell for the first 
two races of the season while 
until a new car is built for 
him. 

Hakkinen also had “the 
unusual mishap of hitting a 
bird, which damaged my rear 
wing and caused the car to 
lose balance.” 

Finn Miko Salo in the Tyr- 
rell Yamaha was up as high as 
third in only his third Grand 
Prix before “tremendous 
pain” in his left aim caused 
by an uncomfortable seating 
position made him spin and 


drive half the race “virtually 
one handed.” 

“The car was quicker than 
me, but I'm quite happy con- 
sidering it was my first full FI 
race distance in dry condi- 
tions,” he said. 

Only three other cars 
finished — Japanese Aguri 
Suzuki in a Ligjer Mugen 
Honda, Italian Andrea Mon- 
termini in a Pacific Team 
Lotus and Brazilian Pedro 
Diniz in the new Forti-Ford. 

Among the favoured pre- 
season teams, the Jordan 
Peugeots of Brazilian Rubens 
Barrichello and Briton Eddie 
Irvine retired with low gear- 
box hydraulic pressure, and 
Britain’s Johnny Herbert re- 
tired the second Benetton, in 
which he qualified an excel- 
lent fourth, also with gearbox 
failure. 

Both Sauber Fords also re- 
tired, Heinz Harald Frentzen 
when the engine just stopped 
on the circuit, and Karl 
WendJinger when a battery 
leaed melted after a beat 
shield fell off. 
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Former world No. 1 Monica Seles 


‘Seles has mood swings’ 


HAMBURG (R) — For- 
mer world number one 
Monica Seles still suffers 
from severe mood swings 
after being stabbed in the 
back two years ago by a 
man with a kitchen knife, 
her lawyer was quoted as 
saying on Sunday. 

Gerhard Strate, who 
speaks to Seles twice a 
week by phone while repre- 
senting Her in court action 
against her assailant, told 
the Welt Am Sonntag 
newspaper Seles was suf- 
fering from “an unstable 
psychiatric condition.” 

At times Seles's voice 
sounds cheerful but then 
she lapses into melancholy 
and slow speech which indi- 
cates the trouble she has 
had coming to grips with the 
attack, the newspaper said. 

A retrial of Guenter Par- 
che, a 40-year-old lathe 
operator from eastern Ger- 
many accused of stabbing 


Seles at the Hamburg Open 
in April 1993, started last 
week. 

Jerry May, an American 
psychiatrist who has been 
treating Seles, is scheduled 
to testify on her condition 
on Tuesday. 

Parche received a two- 
year suspended sentence in 
October 1993 for grievous 
bodily harm after a judge 
ruled he was emotionally 
retarded and might not 
have been completely re- 
sponsible for his actions. 

Both Seles and the Ham- 
burg prosecutor’s office 
appealed against the sent- 
ence, asking for it to be 
increased to five years in 
jail. 

Seles, who has not play- 
ed a tournament since the 
attack, also wants Parche 
to be sentenced for attemp- 
ted manslaughter instead of 
causing grievous bodily 
barm. 


SPORTS IN BRE1F 


Fanners cause match postponement 

ATHENS (R) — Protesting farmers blocked 
all exits from the town of Larissa on Sunday 
and prevented the local soccer dub from 
travelling to play a Greek first division match 
that was subsequently postponed. Larissa did) 
officials said they had failed to persuade the 
farmers to let them through so that they could 
catch their plane to the island of Crete for the 
match against Ofi. Thousands of fanners haye 
been blocking the main highway Unking 
Athens and the northern port of Salonika for 
the past week, cutting all traffic outside 
Larissa and two other locations. The farmers 
are protesting about a new law which will 
force them to pay more taxes. They also want 
higher prices for their products. 

Ethiopian athletes missing 

LONDON (R) — British police said Sunday 
three Ethiopian women athletes and their 
coach had disappeared in Britain after taking 
part in the World Cross Country Cham- 
pionships. The rest of their squad flew home 
from the northeast of England after Satur- 
day's competition in Durham, but the four 
secretely boarded a train to London, leaving 
notes for teammates saying they did not 
■ intend returning to Africa. Inspector Derek 
Bushby said there was no suggestion the 
women bad committed any offence and they 
were at liberty to stay in Britain until their 
visas expired at the end of this month. 

Benfica booed off 

LISBON (R) — Benfica were booed off the 

S 'tch after they crashed 3-1 at home to 
irimaraes on Sunday, leaving them litie hope 
of retaining the Portuguese league title. Ham- 
pered by tne absence of four players through 
suspension, Benfica were left frustrated by a 
host of close calk in the first half. Dimas 
Teixeira, Edilson Ferreira and Paulo Bento 
each hit a post in the space of 12 minutes for 
the home side. Benfica went into the game 
without Brazilian defenders Carlos Mozer, 
William Andrade and Paulo Pereira — sus- 
pended for one match each — and Argentine 
Claudio Caniggia, who is banned for two 
matches. 

Oklahoma State in NCAA semis 

EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey (R) — 
Fourth-seeded Oklahoma State upset second 
seeds Massachusetts 68-54 in the Eastern 
Regional final on Sunday to earn a berth in 
the NCAA basketball tournament's final four 
for the first time in 44 years. Oklahoma State 
will travel to Seattle for next week’s final four, 
along with former national champions UCLA 
and North Carolina, which won regional finals 
on Saturday. Oklahoma State will play top- 
ranked UCLA next weekend. In the Midwest 
Regional final, defending national champions 
Arkansas was leading Virginia 27-25 at half- 
time in the battle for the remaining final four 
slot. 

Belgium without key players 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgium will be with- 
out four key players when they face Spain in a 
crucial European Championship qualifying 
match at Seville Wednesday. Goalkeeper 


Micbel Preud’homme, who now plays for 
Benfica in Portugal, and midfielder Franky 
Van der Elst have retired from international 
football while playmaker Enzo Scifo and 
sweeper and captain Georges Gnin are both 
recovering from long-term injuries. National 
coach Paul Van Himst was expected to name 
Bertrand Crasson as sweeper behind an 
insecure-looking defence comprising Regis 
Genaux, Pascal Renier, Mann Karagiannis 
and Rudi Smiths. Standard Liege’s Gilbert 
Bodart takes over from Preud’botnme, who 
was voted the number one goalkeeper in last 
year’s World Cup finals. 

Court jails star high jumper 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — Former Chinese 
athletics star Ni Zhiqing has been sentenced 
to eight years in prison for accepting bribes, a 
newspaper reported Monday. Ni, a former 
champion high jumper who became vice- 
director of the Fujian province sports commit- 
tee, was found guilty of accepting two bribes 
worth 57,000 yuan ($6,700) over a deal to sell 
waist pouches to the committee. Ni jumped 
2.29 metres at China’s national games in 1971, 
during the upheavals of the 1996-76 Cultural 
Revolution. It would have been a world 
record but was never recognised interna- 
tionally as there were no foreign observers. 

FA ponder England away ban 

LONDON (AFP) — The Football Associa- 
tion (FA) could ban England international 
matches abroad unless the team is accompa- 
nied by Scotland Yard detectives capable of 
identifying troublemakers, an FA spokesman 
indicate here Sunday. The suggestion fol- 
lows the riot at the Engl and/Ire land interna- 
tional in Dublin last month which resulted in 
the match being abandoned. Irish police had 
refused help from British forces, “if we can’t 
export our own intelligence with us and have 
our own intelligence officers on site where we 
are playing then it would not be sensible to go 
to that event and play,” said the FA spokes- 
man. England's next away fixture is October’s 
matrch against Norway. 

Panathinaikos retain lead 

ATHENS (AP) — With two goals in two 
minutes, Panathinaikos Athens downed cros- 
stown AEK 3-0 oyer the weekend to retain a 
lead in the first division soccer league. After 
25 rounds, Panathinaikos has 64 points, as 
against 48 of AEK in second place. Olym- 
piakos Piraeus, which played later agamst 
Paok Salonica, is in third place with 46 points 
from 24 games. Aris Salonica beat last-place 
Kavala 5-1 at home to retain fourth place with 
45 points. 

Romario’s success credited to church 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — World Cup star 
Romano’s most recent successes result from 
his participation in a Japanese-founded mes- 
sianic church which has branches in Brazil, 
the Rio daily Jamal Do Brasil reported 
Sunday. Romario received a 40-minute heal- 
ing from one of the church's members before 
scoring three goals Thursday in leading his 
Flamengo team to a 3-2 victory over arch rival 
Botafogo. 


Ajax maintain unbeaten record 


LONDON (R) — While the 
majority or Europe’s top 
players had the weekend off 
to prepare for this week’s 
European Championship 
qualifiers, it was a routine 
weekend for Ajax Amster- 
dam who won again. 

Ajax, heavily favoured to 
win the European Cup for 
the first time since they com- 
pleted a hat-trick of victories 
m 1973, are even more 
strongly favoured to win the 
Dutch League for the second 
successive season and the 
25th tim e in all. 

They maintained their 26- 
match unbeaten run since the 
start of the season with a 1-0 
win at at Twente Enschede 
thanks to Nigerian striker 
Nwankwo Kanu’s 16th mi- 
nute goal. 

They have now won 20 and 
drawn six of their league 
matches and stayed four 
points clear of second-placed 
roda JC Kerkrade. the sur- 
prise package this season, 
whose only domestic honour 
came in 1956 when they won 
the title. 

Roda won 2-1 at 
Feyenoord to stay four points 
dear of PSV Eindhoven who 
in turn have a three- point 
cushion over Twente and 
have set their sights on a 
return to European competi- 
tion next season. 


At the bottom of the table 
Dordrecht ’90, who were 
promoted last season, won 
for the second successive 
match after ending their run 
of 25 games withoiut a win 
last week. 

And for the second succes- 
sive week, a dordreebt vic- 
tory ended with a coach los- 
ing his job. Last week Dor- 
drecht beat Sparta Rotter- 
dam 5-1, whose coach Han 
Berger resigned. 


Dordrecht, who them- 
selves sacked coach Nico Van 
Zoghei earlier this month and 
brought in Jan Versleijen, 
won again on Friday, top- 
pling seven da -placed Willem 
II TUburg 3-0. On Saturday 
Tilburg coach Jan Reek quit. 

In France, Paris St. Ger- 
main stayed on couirse for 
triple cup glory by beating Le 
Havre 1-0 to reach the final 
of the newly-introduced 
French League Cup. 

The French champions, 
out of the running for the 
title, will play Bastia in the 
fianl after the Corsican side 
beat Monpellier 3-1 in the 
other semi. 

PSG are also in the semi- 
finals of the European Cup 
where they play AC Milan 
and the semis of the French 


Cup in which they face old 
rivals Marseille. 

“One final is already a 
good thing,” said trainer Luis 
Fernandez after his side’s vic- 
tory which came courtesy of a 
55th minute penalty from 
Brazilian start Rai. 

“Now we’re going for the 
two others, the French Cup 
and the most beautiful of all, 
the European Cup. It’s a 
challenge we’re all looking 
forward to.” 


There were no top division 
matches in Spain, England or 
Italy at the weekend, but 
Werder Bremen and Borus- 
sia Moenchengladback 
euned ground on leaders 
Borussia Dortmund in Ger- 
many. 

Dortmund drew 0-0 at 
Stuttgart on Saturday and 
lead Bremen on goal differ- 
ence after Bremen won 5-1 at 
Duisburg on Friday. 

Borussia Moiencbenglad- 
bach, in third place, won 2-0 
at Bochum to narrow the gap 
on Dortmund to just two 
points. 

With 11 matches to go, 
only four points separate 
Dorltmund from sixth-placed _• 
Bayern Munich who brat* 
struggling neighbours TSV 
Munich 1860 f-0. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 



ShaqidOe O’Neal of the Orlando Magic hangs tram the basket after dunking the baB (AFP) 


Magic win 4th straight game 


By the Associated Press 


RESERVE DENNIS Scott 
hit four 3-pointers and scored 
18 of his 32 poults in the 
second quarter as the Orlan- 
do Magic won its fourth 
straight game, 132-98 over 
the Golden State Warriors on 


Sunday, in Orlando, Florida. 

ShaquiUe O’Neal scored 24 
points and grabbed 12 re- 
bounds before resting the fin- 
al 10 minutes. Every Orlan- 
do player who played scored 
at least four points. 

Latrell SpxeweQ had 25 
ints and Carlos Rogers 22 
Golden State, which lost 
its fourth consecutive game. 

The Magic led 33-24 after 
one period and outscored the 
Warriors 40-17 in the second 


£ 


quarter for a 32-point half-' 
time lead. 

Orlando’s Nick Anderson 
sat out the final three quar- 
ters because of tendinitis in 
Ins left knee. Teammate 


Anfcrnee Hardaway, who 
has played the last three 
games with a dislocated fin- 
go-, left midway through the 
third quarter and did not 
return. 


Kings 104, Umbe i wo l ve s 98: 

In Minneapolis, Mitch Rich- 


mond scored 18 of his 23 
points in the second half to 
lead Sacramento to victory. 

Richmond hit three 3- 
pointers and scored 13 points 
tn a 24-10 run that started the 
third quarter as the Kings 
won for just the fifth time in 
20 games. Spud Webb had 21 
points and eight assists for 
Sacramento, which is battling 
Denver for the eighth and 
final Western Conference 
playoff spot. 

Christian Laettner had 23 
points and Sean Rooks added 
11 points and 10 rebounds Lot 
the Wolves, who have lost 
nine of 12. 

Richmond made five 5- 
pointers to give him 130 for 
tiie season, breaking his own 
franchise record of 127 set 
last season. 

Nuggets 102, Blazers 98; In 
Portland, Oregon, Reggie 
Williams scored nine strai ght 
points in the final 3:247m- 
duding a key tip-in with 30 
seconds left, lifting Denver. 

Rod Strickland’s 32 points 
led all scorers as the Blazers 
lost for the fourth time in five 
gomes. 

Bryant Stith came off the 
bench to lead the Nuggets’ 


balanced attack with 19 
points. Rodney ' Rogers 
added 18 and Williams 
finished with 17. 

Denver defeated Portland 
for the third time in four 
games this season. 

Strickland was ll-for-16 
from the field with 11 assists 
that gave him a team-high 22 
double-doubles this season. 

Sapcrsonks 93, Knfckg 82: In 
Tacoma; Washington, Gary 
Payton scored 26 points and 
made a career-best five 3- 
pomteTS as Seattle swept toe 
Knicks for the first time aw* 
the 1987-88 season. 

Payton scored 10 points in 
the third quarter when the 
Somes ontscored the Knirfnc 
27-12 and took c ommand of 
the game. 

The Sonics won their 
fourth straight game and en- 
ded the Knicks’ two-game 
winning streak. 

Patrick Ewing led New 
York with 27 points, but just 
nine in the second half. He 
also had seven rebounds. 

Anthony Mason, playing 
his first game since bong, 
suspended by the Kmclm for 
five games for breaking team 
rules, had 10 points and 10 
rebounds. 
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Amerka3 (left) ««Im the ***** in the America's Cop semifinal race against Dennis Comer's Stars aad Stripes (AFP photo) 

Stars and Stripes withdraws to avoid sinking 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — For a 
while Sunday, Dennis Con- 
ner felt that same sulking 
feeling that his old America's 
Cop rival John Bertrand bad 
three weeks earlier. 

Conner’s Stars and Stripes 
dropped out of its race 
against PACT 9S's Young 
America when it started tak- 
ing on water on die second 
upwind leg, arousing memor- 
ies of March S when Ber- 
trand’s new oneAustralia 
broke apart and sank. 

Bertrand had better luck 
Sunday when his crew sailed 
the resurrected AUS 31 to a 
40-second win over Chris 
Dickson's TAG Heuer to 
take a leg up in the fight to 
follow Team New Zealand 
into the finals of the challen- 
ger trials. 

Conditions were moderate, 
with winds of 7 knots building 
to 15 and three-to-fonr-foot 
seas. AUS 35 was lost in 
i juch rougher conditions. C 

In the second ■ challenger" 
semi-final race. Team New~ 
Zealand (6-0) sailed away 


from Nippon (0-6) by 3:54. 
The Japanese, burdened with 
a slower boat and apparently 
inferior sails, were never in 
contention. 

Conner's prospects also 
were questionable. For a few 
minutes his boat appeared to 
be in danger of sinking. 

Stars and Stripes was not 
scheduled to race Monday, so 
there was an extra day to 
repair the damage, but Con- 


safely back into San Diego 

^^oimg America, which led 
by 16 seconds at the previous 
maiic, completed the race to 
rlaim the win and clinch a 
berth in the defender finals 
strtmg April 10. 

Stars and Stripes, with a 
2-3 record after Sunday's set- 
back, is contesting the other 
slot with America3*s almost- 
all-woman Mighty Mary (1- 
3). 


America’s Cup 


ner said Sunday evening that 
it wasn’t immediately known 
if that would be enough. 

“It’s a serious problem,” 
he said. “WeH make every 
effort to be out there Tues- 
day.” 

The damage was believed 
to be a break in the hull 
-''around the keel. After some 
'' frantic baiting and - phihpihg 
*Hby the crew, the danger sub- 
sided and the boat was towed 


Midway on the second up- 
wind leg. Stars and Stripes 
sewer man Wally Henry was 
below decks to pack and un- 
pack sails when he noticed 
water coming in through the 
hull and called out an alarm. 
The crew slacked the sails to 
stop die boat and called in its 
chase boat for„asastance,_ 
Conner didn’t drink the 
boat had struck anything, 
although some crew on 


Young America said the boat 
took a hard slap from a wave 
as it tacked. 

Seconds earlier, a Stars 
and Stripes crewman could 
be heard over ESPN teleivi- 
son’s on-board microphone 
saying, “something’s crack- 
ing.” 

Antoher said, “Where?” 

Then the boat tacked 
again, and a moment later 
Henry shouted a warning and 
port trimmer Bill Trenkle 
eased the sheet on the bead- 
sail. 

“We didn’t hear any noise 
on the boat,” Conner said. “I 
didn’t feel any lurch, and I 
didn’t know what Henry said, 
but he said it in a way that got 
our attention.” 

Bowman Greg Prussia 
ducked below to check the 
problem and emerged about 
15 seconds later to say, “IPs 
just Wally bein£ overcon- 
cerned. Keep going." 

Another crewman said y 
“check tiie rig,” but the sails 
were momentarily re- 
trimmed. 


Foredeck man Ralf Steitz 
said, “we had a noise out of 
the keel area.” 

Someone else asked, “did 
anyone else hear anyting that 
was very convincing?” 
Then... “A lot of water. 
Get the tender Betsy ready 
with the pump.” 

Conner said later, “it soon 
became apparent we were 
taking on a fair amount of 
water. We went into our 
emergency drill.” 

Hand pumps were started, 
air bags were placed on 
board, a flotation buoy was 
hoisted to the top of the mast 
and die crew put on life 
jackets. 

Conner said, "I don’t think 
it was the same as what Rod 
Davis described when AUS 
35 sank. Nobody asked, ‘are 
we going to go down, De- 
nnis?’ That would have got 
my attention, because as you 
know I don’t swim very, 
well.” 

Later. a.U.S. Coast Guard 
boat provided an electric 
pump. 


Sanchez Vicario top seed at Family Circle Cup 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (AP) — 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, the 
top-ranked player in the 
world, has a bard time ignor- 
ing Steffi Graf, even when 
the Spaniard knows she has 
to. 

“She’s the player who is 
behind me and who’s coming, 
pushing really hard and really 
strong,” said Sanchez Vicar- 
io, who is top-seeded in the 
Family Circle Cup at Sea 
Pines Resort. 

Graf, who won’t play the 
Family Circle this week, is 
indeed pushing hard. She 
won the Lipton Cham- 
pionships on Saturday and 
has not lost a set in 15 match- 
es this year. Sanchez Vicario, 
who has not won any of her 
three 1995 tournaments, 
can’t be worried about that. 

*Tm just looking to play 
my own game and keep con- 
tinuing to work as good at the 
same level,” she said. “I’m 
not thinking about trying to 
.ee who is doing well also or 
other players.” 

Some of those players 
doing well won't be compet- 
ing in this week's tourna- 
ment, which began Monday. 

Australian Open champion 
Mary Pierce withdrew with a 
groin injury, while leading 
American Lindsay Daven- 
port pulled out because a 
virus that forced her to miss 
the Lipton doubles title game 
this week. 

The competitors who 
aren't there make no differ- 
ence, says defending Family 
Circle champion Concfaita 
Martinez, who will be play- 
ing. 

“You can't think about 
that,” she said. “The only 
thing you have to think 
about is the first match and 
the second and the third." 

Martinez has had trouble 


getting to the third one this 
season. Her one trip to a final 
this season came at the De- 
lray Beach, Florida, tourna- 
ment on March 12 and ended 
in a 6-2, 6-4 loss to Graf. She 
also was bounced early at 
Indian Wells. California. 

*Tm having a hard time,” 
she said. “I just lhave to pick 


up my confidence in winning 
some matches.” 

If form bolds true, Mar- 
tinez, seeded second, would 
likely face Sanchez Vicario in 
the final. 

Sanchez Vicario lost to 
Pierce in the Australian 
Open final and in the semifin- 
als of the Indian Wells and 


Furnished House For Rent 

Two big Bedrooms, two big Salons, dining 
room, big garden, telephone. 

61/AI-Mutanabi str., near Maternity Hospital, 
4th circle, Jabal Amman. 

TeL 641818 
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JORDAN TOURISM BOARD 

HAS THE FOLLOWING VACANCIES 

1. Director of Marketing 

7 to 10 years work experience. 

Minimum five years in management position 
with international experience. 

2. Marketing Advisor 

Minimum five years experience in marketing 
research. 

3. Executive Secretary 

Minimum five years experience working ex- 
perience. Excellent office manager skills. 

* The above position requires the following: 

1. Excellent command of English and Arabic 
languages. 

2. Willing to travel. 

3. Excellent computer skills. 

Interested candidates please contact 
the following telephone numbers to set 
up an appointment 

647951/647914/647952 


Lipton tournaments. The los- 
ses have only increased her 
desire to remain at the top, 
she said. 

“I think I have good train- 
ing now and I'm stronger,” 
she said. “I just need to play 
in more matches. Hopefully, 
in the states and in the day 
court season, I'll be able to 
win my first tournaments of 


the year.” 

Without Davenport and 
Pierce, a former American 
now playing for France, there 
is a dearth of American parti- 
cipation at the Family Curie. 
Martina Navratilova retired 
with a flourish last season and 
former pbenom Jennifer 
Capriati is still rounding into 
form after a bout with subst- 
ance abase. 


mu 




Y Sus Tremendos 
Cuatro Espadas 




presented by 

3W ^S^MNM anr J _ 

— .. u ... „ “ Ilu The American Center 

The National Music Conservatory 

Thursday, 30 March 1995 - 8:00 p.m. 
Philadelphia Hotel - Royal Ballroom 
Tickets are available from: Ticket Price: JD 5 

Ahlla Abels, tel. 668481 The American Center, tel. 620101 
Babidhe, lei. 661 322 Freddy far Music, tel. 692696 
Music Box, tel. 815745 Romero, tel. 644227 
and the National Musk: Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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Agassi tops Sampras 
to win Lipton title 


KEY BISCAYNE (R) — 
Andre Agassi won a third-set 
tie-break Sunday to snatch 
the Lipton Championships ti- 
tle from Pete Sampras and 
close in on his world number 
one ranking in the . latest 
chapter of what has become 
the sport's most exciting 
rivalry. 

In the first men’s final in 
the 11-year-old tournament 
to feature the world's top two 
players, second seed Agassi 
rallied for a 3-6 6-2 7-6 (7-3) 
victory over Sampras, aveng- 
ing a loss in the Indian Wells 
final 13 days ago. 

Agassi, who beat Sampras 
in the Australian Open final 
in their otheT 1995 meeting, 
picked up $330,000 and iris 
third title of the year. 

Sampras, who won this 
event in 1993 and 1994, 
earned $74,000 as runner-up 
and retained his number one 
ranking for the 81st consecu- 
tive week, but by a slim 
margin. 

Sampras looked on bis way 
to a third successive lipton 
crown when he got off to a 
quick start. But a remarkable 
run by Agassi in the second 
set dramtically changed the 
complexi on of the match. 

“Pete was serving so big at 
the start and it’s always tough 
when he gets a lead,” Agassi 
said. 

“I had to fight really hard 
to say in there with aim. It 
boiled down to both of us 
busting our butts oat here 
and it just happened to go my 
way,” added Agassi, who 
raised his 1995 match record 
to 25-2. 

Sampras took charge early 
by getting out to a fast 3-0 
lead. He saved triple break 
point in the 14- point ninth 


to claim the first set. 


Bnt at 2-2 in the second 
set, Sampras’ serve started to 
let him oown and Agassi took 
his game to a new level. The 
Australian and U.S. Open 
champion went on a tear, 
reeling off 19 straight points 
agaisnt the top-ranked Sam- 
pras. 

From 040 down on his 
serve in that fifth game, 
Agassi did not lose another 
point until he and won the 
second set gone 304) up in the 
first game of the third. 

“It doesn’t happen too 
often against a guy like 
Pete,” Agassi said of his 
dramatic run. 

“When Pete didn't win that 
game at 0-40, 1 think be lost 


some Intensity. And I got a 
sense of life in me.” 

There were no service 
break opportunities for either 
player in the third set as they 
battled into the inevitable 
tiebreaker. 

Sampras, perhaps thinking 
of his 1-8 tie-break record 
this year, played too 
cautiously. Agassi by contrast 
seized control of eveiy point 
with his deep grotmdstrokes. 

Agassi reached match 
point with a brilliant back- 
hand deep into the corner 
that Sampras dumped into 
the net. 

On the final point, the top 
seed snacked a backhand 
wide and Agassi let oat a 
victory whoop and pumped 
his fists into the ah’. 


Agassi edges closer 

Andre Agassi edged closer to world number one Pete 
Samprs after his win at the Lipton Championships at Key 
Biscayne, Florida, Sunday. 

Sampras, who has held the top ran king for 80 weeks, is 
now only 227 points ahead of his fellow American. 


1. Fete Sampras (USA) 

2. Andre Agassi (USA) 

3. Boris Becker (Ger) 

4. Michael Chang (USA) 

5. Sergi Brngnen (Spa) 

6. Yevgeni Kafelnikov (Ras) 

7. Alberto Bfcrasategoi (Spa) 

8. Michael Stick (Ger) 

9. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

10. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 
iL Wayne Ferrei ra (AFS) 

12. Andrei Medvedev (Ukr) 

13. Todd Martin (USA) 

14. Magnus Larsson (Swe) 

15. Jim Courier (USA) 

16. Stefan Edberg (Swe) 

17. Thomas Master (Ant) 

18. Marc Rosset (Swi) 

19. Andrea Gandenzi (Da) 

20. Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 


4684 pts 

4457 

3410 

2697 

2619 

2538 

2488 

2467 

2394 

2239 

2030 

1977 

1974 

1982 

1839 

1786 

1593 

1506 

1439 

1299 
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National Industrial Co. Ltd. 

Zerke - Jordan 
p.o Bow 2033 

Tel. Amman S2B159 Zsrka Fac. 911 1 QQ 
Mecca St. ScSIQ? 


Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

1A PLAZA 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 


Tom Hanks 
in 

F©irest Gump 

Shows: 12:30. 3:Z5, 6:15. 9:15 


Andy Garcia — Mee Ryan 
In 

WImui A Man Lows A Woman 

Shows: 1230, 3-JO, 5, 6:30, 830, 1030 


3nema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 6:00. 830. 11:00 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean-Claude Yan Damm 


Shows: 12:30. 330. 5:45. 1 1.-00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Musa Hijazin “Sum’a” 

In the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfa 
dally on 8:30 p.m. 
theatre closes on Monday 

- Haifa Al Agha In the 
children's play 
* rtSr Sa’di’s Return 


Te^ 675571 

NabU Al MasMnt Tfeeatra 


' " Presents" ■ 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed - on 
Mondays i 

Tickets are available air 

, day 




Nabil & Hteham's TeL: 6 2 5153 


The political satire: 
AL SALAM YA SALAMI 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 

625155 

The theatre Is closed f 
Saturdays & Sunday* 
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Israel blockades Sidon 


fishing, stages air raids 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) 


- 7 - The Israeli navy opened 
fishii 


fire near Lebanese fishing 
boats off Sidon on Monday, 
apparently extending north- 
wards a blockade imposed 
nearly seven weeks ago on its 
twin city of Tyre. 

Sidon fishermen said 
Israeli gunboats unleashed a 
hail of machine-gun fire when 
they sailed at dawn more 
than one kilometre oat to sea 
.off the South Lebanon port. 

They said they were forced 
to return to port when the 
Israelis fired in the water at 
nets near a flotilla of 20 
wooden fishing boats off 
Sidon, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

The Israeli action ignored a 


fishing beds. 

Israel extended the block- 
ade last month to Sidon and 
other ports just south of 


Beirut, before announcing 
March 


that it was lifting it on 
10 when U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher vi- 
sited the region. 

But Israel reimposed die 
measure on Tyre a day after 


several missiles in five sorties 
over the Iqlim Al Tufab hills, 
a sparsely inhabited region 
where Hizbollah has stron- 
gholds dug into the rock., 
police sai 


Mr. Christopher’s departure, 
about 


weekend protest by fisher- 
kilometres 


men in Tyre, 35 
further south, who handed a 
petition to a U.N. official 
asking United Nations 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali to intervene to stop the 
blockade. 

The petition called the 
Israeli action “arrogant 
aggression.” 

Tyre's 1,500 fishermen, 
among the most impover- 
ished inhabitants of South 
Lebanon, have been block- 
aded since Feb. 8, barred 
from sailing more than one 
kilometre out to sea and un- 
able to reach their traditional 


and its gunboats have since 
repeatedly fired near the 
Tyre fishermen as they try to 
reach their usual fishing 
areas. 

Monday’s incident was the 
first time the Israelis have 
fired off Sidon since Mr. 
Christopher left on March 16. 

Israel enforced the block- 
ade to force the Lebanese 
army to ease security checks 
on travellers to and from its 
occupation zone in South 
Lebanon. 

Beirut has refused to ease 
the checks, saying they are 
legitimate and necessary be- 
cause of suspicions that 
agents from the zone set off a 
car bomb that killed three 
people in a Hizbollah (Party 
of God) district of Beirut last 
December. 

Israeli warplanes mean- 
while blasted Hizbollah 
strongholds in soutehrn 
Lebanon on Monday. 

Four jet fighters fired 


Huge columns of black 
smoke billowed over the Jab- 
al Rafih hill in the Iqlim Al 
Tufah, which the warplanes 
pounded for 20 minutes, wit- 
nesses said. 

Four other warplanes buz- 
zed the area and fixed heat- 
seeking balloons to ward off 
any attack from the ground, 
witnesses added. 

Hizbollah guerrillas and 
Lebanese army troops fired 
anti-aircraft guns at the war- 
planes but missed their 
targets. 


On Saturday Hizbollah 
claimed an explosion in 
South Lebanon which it said 
killed four pro-Israeli militia- 
men but the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) miHtia said the 
attack left one civilian dead. 

The latest raid brought to 
eight the number of air 
attacks by Israeli warplanes 
on Hizbollah and Palestinian 
bases in Lebanon since the 
start of 1995, including six on 
Hizbollah strongholds in the 
Iqlim Al Tufah. 

Two Hizbollah and three 
Palestinians were killed in 
these air attacks. 


Kabul: 


Pakistan 


behind 


Talibans 


KABUL (Agencies) — A 


senior Defence Ministry offi- 
ccused Pakis 


dal Monday accused Pakis- 
tan of covertly supporting the 
Afghan Taliban movement 
which is battling forces loyal 
to President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

“Some sort of Pakistani 
support is behind the Tali- 
ban, and other countries are 
also involved,” Genera] 
Yunus Qanooni of the De- 
fence Ministry said. 

Gen. Qanooni, who in his 
dual roles as political chief of 
the Defence Ministry and 
head of the Kabul Security 
Commission, is regarded as 
the de facto defence minister, 
declined to specify which 
other nations were backing 
the Talibans. 


But he was unequivocal on 
Pakistan’s involvement with 


the militant religious move- 
ment, which has seized con- 
trol of nine provinda] Afghan 
capitals since last fall. 

According to earlier re- 
ports, the Talibans received 
their training in Pakistani re- 
ligious schools. 


(Continued on page 7) 


France sells Kuwait 


$55m in boats, radar 


KUWAIT (Agenices) — 
France on Monday sold 


also signed a defence pact 
with Russia and initialled a 


Kuwait eight missile-carrying 
patrol boats worth about 
$500 million in its biggest 
defence contract with Kuwait 
since the Gulf war. 

Visiting French Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard 
said that under contracts 
signed by him and Kuwaiti 
counterpart Sheikh Ahmad 
Hamoud Al Sabah France 
would also supply a military 
radar made by Thomson for 
about $54 million. 

Mr. Leotard, announdng 
the contracts at a news con- 
ference, racalled France's 
partidpation in the U.S.-led 
coalition that ended Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation m 


military agreement with Chi- 


na. 


The 42-metre boats will 
cany anti-ship and air de- 
fence missiles and 20-metres 
and 40-metre cannons. The 
hulls will be built by France’s 
constructions Mecaniques de 
Normandie (CMN) and the 
engines by German company 


CMN is to refit one of only 
which 


1991 and called on Iraq to 
U.N. Gulf 


comply with all 
crisis resolutions. 

He called for the release of 
Kuwaitis detained in the 
occupation and reportedly 
still held by Baghdad. 

France’s only substantial 
defence sale to Kuwait since 
the war has been for Aeros- 
patiale missile testing and 
support systems worth be- 
tween $15 million and $20 
million. 

Kuwait signed a defence 
pact with France in 1992 simi- 
lar to those reached with the 
United States and Britain fol- 
lowing the war. Kuwait has 


two Kuwaiti 
survived the Gulf war, a 57- 
metre missile boat built by 
the German firm Luerssen. 
The French company is also 
building three patrol boats 
for the Omani, navy. 

In a drive to rebuild the 
navy, Kuwait wants between 
five and six frigates, accord- 
ing to General Daniel Berth- 
ault, the chief negotiator for 
French aims exports. 


France would be in conten- 
tion with U.S. and other 
European firms for the con- 
trad. worth five times more 
than the gunboats. 

But Kuwait faces financial 
restraints after having 
already spent $6 billion on 
U.S. armoured vehicles and 
Patriot missiles, $1.2 billion 
on British armoured vehicles 


(Continued on page 7) 


Manila police link Yousef 


to a series of bizarre plots 


MANILA (AP) — The 
alleged mastermind of the 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing personally planted a 
bomb that eroded on a 
Philippine airliner, planned 
air raids on the U.S. and 
Israeli embassies and was 
preparing to blow up Amer- 
ican jets until police raided 
his Manila hideout, Philip- 
pine police believe. 


documents, including sche- 
dules for United Airlines and 
Philippine Airlines, as well as 


nitroglycerine and other 
nb-makis 


“bomb-making materials.” 
Many of the allegations 
against Yousef had been 
leaked unofficially to Filipino 
reporters over the past two 
months. But the latest claims, 
much more detailed, were 
released after the surrender 


Claims by the Philippine 
KJfic 


national ponce are based on 
computer diskettes and other 
materials seized Jan. 6 when 
officers raided Ramzi 
Yousefs room in the Josefa 
apartments, located about 
100 metres from the resi- 
dence used by Pope John 
Paul II during his visit here 
that month. 

Police believe Yousef, who 
was arrested in Pakistan last 
month and deported to the 
United States, also planned 
to assassinate the Pope by 
triggering radio-controlled 
bombs along his route. 

Yousef, who now says his 
real name is Abdul Bassit 
Balochi, was charged in the 
February 1993 World Trade 
Centre in New York bombing 
that killed six people and 
injured more than 1,000. 


last week of Edwin Angeles, 
alleged operations chief of a 


Yousefs activities in Man- 
ila emerged after fire broke 
out in the apartment he had 
rented here last December 
under the name Naji Had- 
dad. Police raided the flat 
and arrested a companion, 
said Ahmad, but Yousef dis- 
appeared. 

Police refuse to say 
whether they are still holding 
Ahmad. 

In a series of reports re- 
leased last week, police said 
Yousefs fingerprints were 
found in the apartment. They 
also seized diskettes and 


Filipino extremist group, 
Abu Sayyaf. 

Police said Angeles, who 
worked as a translator in 
Libya from 1990 until 1992, 
confirmed links between the 
Abu Sayyaf group and 
Yousef. Police said Angeles 
provided new, undisclosed 
details about Yousefs activi- 
ties in Manila and confirmed 
much of the information 
which bad been deciphered 
from the diskettes and docu- 
ments seized in the Jan. 6 
raid. 

According to police, 
Yousef planned to launch a 
series of attacks Jan. 10, two 
days before the Pope arrived. 
It appeared that Yousef bad 
mapped out a series of sce- 
narios, including bombing 
the papal route and the U.S. 
and Israeli embassies. 


Another option seriously 
considered was throwing 
bombs directly at the U.S. 
and Israeli embassies through 
the use of a fixed-wing type 
of aircraft," one of the ponce 
reports said. 

According to the report, 
Yousef and a companion con- 
tacted a charter company 
outside Manila in late De- 
cember about renting a small 
plane. It also said a document 
found in the January raid 
linked Yousef to the Dec. 11 


eviction aboard a Philippine 
Amines jet en route from 
Cebu to Tokyo. 

The pilot landed the plane 
safely on Okinawa, but one 
Japanese man was killed and 
IQ others were injured in the 
blast. 

Police said Yousef boarded 
the flight in Manila under the 
name Amaldo Forfani, hid 
the bomb in the life vest 
under the seat while atten- 
dants were serving stacks 
and then got off in Cebu. He 
was able to slip the bomb past 
airport X-ray machines be- 
cause it was made of liquid 
nitroglycerine which is vir- 
tually undetectable, police 
said. 

U.S. and Philippine au- 
thorities believe the Decem- 
ber bombing was a test run 
for attacks on American jet- 
liners over the Pacific. 

“It is highly probable that 
United Airlines flights num- 
ber one and number two be- 
tween Hong Kong, Singapore 
and Los Angeles were targets 
for bombing,” the police re- 
port said. 

On Jan. 9, the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
issued a security alert for all 
American commercial flights 
over the Pacific and ordered 
stringent checks at airports 
served by U.S. carriers. 

The measures included a 
ban on all aerosols and li- 
quids except infants’ milk in 
hand-canied luggage. 

“The use by me group of 
nitro cellulose/glycerine 
which could easily pass X-ray 
machines at local airports is 
highly significant because it 
spells a dramatic develop- 
ment in terrorist bombings in 
the country,” the national 
police said in a classified re- 
port seen by the Assoaated 
Press. 



REGENT VISITS MINISTRY: His Royal High- 
ness Prince Abdullah, the Regent, on Monday 
visited the Ministry of Interim* where be was 
received by Interior Minister Salameh Ham- 
med senior ministry officials. 

Prince Abdallah, who was accompanied on 
the visit by His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi 
Ben Mohammad, the King’s cultural secret- 
ary, was briefed on preparations taken by the 
ministry for bolding the next m unicipal elec- 
tions hi various parts of the Kingdom. 


The Regent issued directives dealing with 
farifitatkms of afl procedures related to the 
elections to guarantee a larger participation by 
citizens in the electoral process. 

Also Monday, Prince Abdallah risked the 
Public Secn ii ty Department (PSD) and met 
with PSD Director Lieutenant-General Abdul 
Rahman Al Ad wan (see photo above). 

The Regent was reassured on services] 
offered by the PSD to citizens. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘I II wind” from Egypt— Israeli president 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — President Ezer Weizman said 
Monday that there was an “ill wind blowing across the 
Nile” following Egypt’s refusal to take part in an interna- 
tional air traffic control conference in occupied Jerusalem. 
“Au ill wind is blowing across the Nile and I will ask 
President Hosni Mubarak to explain this boycott,” Mr. 
Weizman said as he opened the conference. According to 
the organisers, Egypt has refused to take part in the 
meeting because it is being held in Jerusalem. Mr. 
Weizman went to Cairo in December to try to improve 


strained relations with Egypt, which became the first Arab 
country to sign peace with th< 


the Jewish state in 1979. As well 
as the Jerusalem issue, the two countries are locked in a 
dispute over Israel’s refus al to sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 


Former Histadrut leader under arrest 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police have arrested a former 
leader of the Histadrut union dose to the Labour Party as 
part of an investigation into embezzlement, police said 
Monday. Yaacov Michaeli, formerly a dose advisor of 
Transport Minister Israel Kessar, was arrested Sunday 
after being questioned for seven hours, they added. He is 
accused of having used Histadrut money to fund Mr. 
Kessar’s campaign in the 1992 primary elections held by the 
Labour Party to nominate a candidate for the position of 
prime minister. The Israeli agency Itun said “numerous 
Labour Party militants were in a state of shock after 
Midiaeli’s arrest.” Opinion polls have shown that the 


popularity of Prime Minister Yitzahk Rabin's Labour Party 
has fallen over the 


the past three months. 

22,000 petition Israel for Vanunu release 


LONDON (AFP) — Petitions bearing some 22,000- signa- 
tures were delivered to the Israeli embassy here Monday 
demanding the release of Mordechai Vanunu, jailed in 
ferae! for giving nuclear secrets to the British press. Actress 
Susannah York and playwright Harold Pinter were among 
a delegation that delivered the petitions. Mr. Vanunu is 
starting his ninth year in solitary confinement in Israel’s 
AshkeTon prison after being jailed in 1986. 


Cyprus asks for dialogue with WEU 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus has asked for a dialogue with the 
Western European Union (WEU) in the hope of eventual 
membership, a government spokesman said on Monday. 
"Our foreign minister has sent a letter to the WEU asking 
for a dialogue ... the final target is the island's admission,” 
spokesman Yiannakis Cassoulides told Journalists. The 
10-member WEU, an inter-governmental organisation for 
European cooperation in security and defence, has been 
revitalised in recent years. Members are German, France. 
Greece, Britain, Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg, the Nether- 
lands. Spain and Portugal. 


Captives had taken refuge in Sudan — Hamas 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, said Monday that two young Palestinians 
arrested by the Israeli array at Gaza's border with Egypt 
bad taken refuge in Sudan for the last year. Musa Luheidi, 
21, and Suleiman Abdullah Abed Malahi, 24, were on an 
Israeli wanted list for the lolling of Palestinian collabor- 
ators. The two were arrested on Sunday near the Rafah 
crossing between the autonomous Gaza Strip and Egypt. 
Two others in their group eluded the army and slipped into 
the Strip. The arrested Palestinians fled to Sudan more 
than a year ago, when the Israeli army cracked down on 
militants before withdrawing for the launch of self-rule in 
May. 


Police kill 8 suspects in Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Police said they killed eight suspected 
Muslim militants in southern Egypt on Monday in two 


separate early morning raids. They said four were' killed in 
320 kilometres south of Cairo after a 


a village near Assiut 

raid on their hideout. They were wanted for taking part in 
attacks on policemen. Earlier, four suspects were killed in 
the village of Samalout in the nearby Minya province, 260 
kilometres south of Cairo. Police said they were sought in 
connection with an attack in which three policemen died. 
In both incidents on Monday, police said the suspects 
resisted arrest and started shooting. Human rights groups 
have charged that police follow a shoot-to-kiU policy 
without giving suspects a chance to surrender. 


40 feared dead in Turkey mine explosion 

ANKARA (AFP) — Twenty miners were killed and 
another 20 reported missing following an explosion in a 
coalmine in the eastern Soreun region of Turkey Anatolian 
news agency said Monday. It reported that authorities had 
found 15 bodies in the mine, adding to the official death toll 
from earlier of five dead and nine injured. There was still 
no explanation for the explosion which occurred Sunday, 
but the prefect for the Yozgat area, Ertugrul Ersoy, said 
early Monday methane gas was not the reason. Rescue 
operations continued through the day to recover the 
corpses and mine authorities installed a ventilator to suck 
out carbon monoxide which had built up in the blast area. 


Nafei wins journalists’ elections 


CAIRO (R) — A government candidate has beaten off 
competition to win a second two-year term as die president 
of the Egyptian Journalists Union. The union’s judicial 
committee, which supervised the elections for the top post, 
announced late on Sunday that Ibrahim Nafei won 1435 
votes to 1102 for his main leftist opponent, Galal Aref. Mr. 
Aref told Reuters on Sunday, when the elections were 
held, that he was running “to assure the union's independ- 
nece from the government or any other political party.” 
Eariy results tot the 12-member union council have 
indicated growing support for political Islamic groups in the 
traditionally pro-government union. 


U.S.-N. Korea 
talks halted 


BERLIN (AP) — U.S. and 
North Korean officials ended 
negotiations two days ahead 
of schedule Monday but gave 
no indication of success or 
failure on bow to replace 
North Korea's dangerous 
nuclear facilities. 

A U.S. spokesman said the 
negotiations were adjourned 
for a pause, though he did 
not give a date for resump- 
tion. 

The negotiations had 
aimed at resolring a tough 
dispute over the agreement 
reached last Oct. 21 on a plan 
to replace North Korea’s nuc- 
lear reactors, which are re- 
garded as capable of produc- 
ing weapons-grede materials. 

“There will be no meeting 
tomorrow. The (U.S.) de- 
legation is going back to 
Washington now to consider 
some proposals,” said Wil- 
liam Wanlund, spokesman 
for the U.S. diplomatic mis- 
sion in Berlin. 


“I wouldn't call them 
broken up. We’re going to go 
back to Washington and 
think about what the Koreans 
put forward.” he said. 

The United States has 
formed an international con- 
sortium to provide reactors of 
South Korean origin, but 
North Korea balked at 
accepting reactors from its 
rival. 


A North Korean spokes- 
man. reached by telephone at 
the consulate, said he could 
not comment further. 

The talks began in Berlin 
on Saturday and had been 
scheduled to continue until 
Wednesday. 

South Korea and the Un- 
ited States have hinted North 
Korea coaid face economic 
sanctions imposed by the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
if it backs out of the arrange- 
ment. 


Qatar’s 
emir calls 
on Israel to 
sign NPT 


DOHA (AP)* — The emir of 
Qatar on Monday urged that 
the Middle East be declared a 
zone free of weapons of mass 
destruction and called on 
Israel to sign the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

Addressing a new session 
of the country’s advisory 
council. Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad AJ Thani, said that 
for peace to be achieved in 
the region, all Middle East- 
ern countries, including 
Israel, have to commit them- 
selves to the NPT which com- 
es up for renewal next 
month. 

“It is illogical to allow a 
certain state to own nuclear 
weapons while its neighbours 
are denied possession of such 
weapons.” Sheikh Khalifa 
said. 


The emir spoke as Arab 
countries are backing a cam- 
paign led by Israel deman- 
ding Israel, considered to be 
the region’s only nuclear 
power, join the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

Egypt, which made peace 
with Israel in 1979 and is a 
signatory of the NPT, insists 
that it will not support a 
renewal of the 1970 treaty if 
ferae] does not sign as well. 

Foreign ministers of the 
22-member Arab League re- 
cently backed Egypt. But a 
final resolution cud not com- 
mit them to a collective stand 
on the NPT renewal talks, 
leaving each state to vote 
individually. 

Sheikh Khalifa, whose 
country has border disputes 
with Bahrain and Saudi Ara- 
bia, said Qatar accords the 
“utmost importance" to sup- 
porting the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and “to 
maintaining stability in our 
region.” 

The GCC comprises Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates. Kuwait, Qatar, 
Bahrain and Oman. 

Qatar is way ahead of its 
GCC partners in efforts to 
normalise ties with Iraq and 
in developing close links 
with Iran, while paring the 
way for cooperation with 
Israel. 


Welcoming Jordan's Oct. 
26 peace agreement with 
Israel as another step toward 
a regional peace settlement. 
Sheikh Khalifa emphasised 
the importance of Israel 
achieving agreements with 
Lebanon and Syria. 

He called for an Israeli 
withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab lands, including Jeru- 
salem, the Golan Heights of 
Syria and South Lebanon. 

Touching on domestic 
issues, the emir said Qatar’s 
current national plan was 
aimed at reinforcing the 
country’s economy by estab- 
lishing an industrial base pin- 
ned mainly on natural gas, 
rather than oil. 


Turkey reshuffles cabinet, 
sacks foreign minister 


'ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel on Monday sacked 
Foreign Minister Murat 
Karayaldn and replaced 10 
other ministers in a cabinet 
reshuffle prompted by the 
internal politics of a partner 
in the coalition government. 

The announcement came 
in a statement from the office 
of Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler who submitted the list to 
Mr. Demirel earlier in the 
day. The appointments take 
effect immediately. 

All the ministers were from 
the soda] democrat republi- 
can people’s party and the 
reshuffle was expected since 
Hikmet Cetin took over the 
party on Feb. 18. He becom- 
es state minister and deputy 
minister. 

Veteran sodal democrat fi- 
gure Erdal Inonu takes over 
from Mr. Karayaldn. a week 
into a huge military operation 
into Iraq that has triggered 
sharp critidsm from Turkey’s 
Western allies. 

But political observers said 
it was unlikely Mr. Inonu 
would change tack on the 
issue. Ms. Ciller, who 
ordered the incursion last 
Monday, has been consulting 
closely with Mr. Cetin. 

Justice Minister Mehmet 
Mogultay retains his post. 

Four other state ministi 


placing 12 ministers who ten- 
dered their resignations in 
February. 

The changes have been on 
the cards since Wednesday, 
when the governing True 
Path Party (DYP) and its 


coalition partner the People’s 
Party (CHP) 


other state ministry 
positions and portfolios for 
public works, labour, indus- 
try and trade, culture, tour- 
ism were reshuffled. 

Mr. Cetin and Mr. Inonu 
are seasoned politidans on 
the sodal democrat wing of 
left-right coalition. 


Republican 

agreed a new protocol to 
enable their coalition to stay 
in power. 

Formed in November 
1991, the coalition initially 
consisted of the right-wing. 
DYP — Ms. Ciller's party — 
and the People's Social 
Democratic Party (SHP), 
which was subsumed within 
the CHP — headed by Mr. 
Cetin — last month. 

The SHP’s ministers res- 
igned at the time of the mer- 
ger but had remained in their 
posts until replacements were 
named. 

Mr. Cetin, a 58-year-old of 
Kurdish origin, has a reputa- 
tion as a conciliator won dur- 
ing a 30-year political career. 
He was foreign minister from 
November 1991 to July 1994. 

Mr. Inonu is the son of 
independence hero Isroet In- 
onu, who a succeeded the 
founder of. modern Turkey, 
Mustafa Kamel Atatuik, as 
head of state. A politician 
since 1983, he was deputy 

& rime minister between 
ovember 1991 and Septem- 
ber 1993. 


The only one of the 12 


outgoing ministers to retain 

their post s — * - 

Mogultay. 


Th' ippointments were 
part ». wider reshuffle 
coalition. 

The app (merits were 
part of a w Jer reshuffle re- 


Tbe incoming ministers in- 
cluding one woman, Aysel 
Baykal, as minister of state. 
She will probably replace 
Onay Alpago, outgoing 
mmister with responsibility 
for women and the family. 
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Hlghwire record 

stunt nearly 

ended in tragedy 


BERLIN (AFP) — A hi*, 
wire walker saved WmsetfT 
the nick of time Sunday 1 ^ 
be lost his balance SO meto 
(162 feet) from the ground 
during an attempt to set 1 
new world record for tfe 
highest tightrope stunt. 
Watched by thousands -of 
onlookers and Berlin televi- 
sion viewers, Matthias Tta- 
her, 26 was half way along a 
620 metre (2,015 foot) loo* 

wire strung between the tds- 

vision broadcasting towfe 
and the cathedral when bt 
stumbled and dropped fe 
balancing pole. He dutched 
at the wire to stop hrnwtf 
falling and after a few tf. 
nutes recovered himself suffi- 
ciently to climb down a cable 
fixed to the higbwi.e to stop 
it osdUating. Initially it wai 
Traber 1 father Alfredo who 
was to make the risky wire 
walk butMatthias stood in at 
the last minute when {& 
father went down with the 
flu. The stunt was promoted 
to symbolise mankind walk- 
ing a tightrope between glob- 
al destruction and protection 
of foe environment and was 
part of the run-up to the 
United Nations Conference 
on Climatic Change and 
Global Wanning opening 
Tuesday in the German capit- 
al. 


Prince Charles 
to produce soft 
drinks 


LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
Charles is to produce soft 
drinks in partnership with 
Coca-Cola and Schweppes 
using fruits and herbs grown 
at Highgrove, his property is 
western England, the Daily 
Mirror reported Monday. 
The paper, which quoted the 
Prince of Wales? private 
secretary Richard Aylard 
said an official announce- 
ment about the venture 
would be nmtfe Wednesday 
by Duchy Originals Limited, 
the firm which makes and 
markets the prince’s biscuits 
known as the Duchy Origin* 
als. As for the biscuit ven- 
ture, the profits the prince 
earns from the sales of die 
drinks will go entirely to 
charities he has founded. Os 
Sunday, the Sunday Times 
said the prince had agreed 10 
let Disney market videos of 
tiie cartoon The Old Mat 
And The Germs based on 1 
story be wrote for cfaxkhea. 
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Bolshoi conductor 
quits as row 
rumbles on 


MOSCOW (R) — The head 
of the Bolshoi Opera com- 
pany resigned Monday, the 
second’ high- rankin g artist to 
quit in a month in a prot- 
racted tow over the lead- 
ership of the world-famous 
theatre, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. Alexander 
Lazarev, chief conductor and 
head of the opera company 
for seven years, was a sup- 
porter of former artistic 
director Yuri Grigorovkh, 
who stood down in eady 
March over a long-rummg 
dispute with Bolshoi chid 
Vladimir Kokonm. A third 
Bolshoi member, chief desig- 
ner Valenr Levantal, had also 
tendered his resignation, 
TASS said. It was not im- 
mediately possible to confirm 
tiie news, ance the Bolshoi is 
always closed Monday. Gri- 
goiovich and his supporters 
accused Kokomn of being in- 
competent and were upset at 
the introduction of short- 
term contracts to replace the 
Soviet era jobs-for-life sys- 
tem. TASS quoted Lazarev as 
saying in a statement his res- 
ignation was “directly linked 
to tiie reforms of tiie adminis- 
trative system and the artistic 
leadership (of the Bolshoi)... 
which has scored a convinc- 
ing victory over the people of 
art and art itself.” Lazarev 
bad already left for London, 
ly for a permanent 
TASS said. 
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Simpson wins 
‘razzie’ for worst 
supporting actor 


LOS ANGELES (R) — As 
OJ. Simpson doesn’t have 
enough problems, tiie fom* 
American football star tns 
dishonored” Sunday with a 
Golden Razzie Award to 
one of the worst film pc*' 
fonnanecs of 1994. In the 
Golden Raspberry Found*" 
don’s annual spoof of to 
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actor for his role in 
edy Naked Gun 33 1/3. 
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